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Party leaders unite to condemn racism in Britain 


By Anthony Bevins 

FbCbcal Edrtcr 


PARTY leaders last night united in 
an attack on the scourge of racism 
after The Independent urged them to 
join forces with Tony Blair to cele- 
brate the muM-culturaKsm erf Britain. 
Their unity is a direct response to 
deep-seated concerns over racism 
and underlines a growing determi- 
nation to tackle it head-on. . 

Government worries over racism 
surfaced twice Iasi week: once in 


Prime Minister’s Question Tim^and 
again when Mr Blair went to South- 
wark, south London, for a commu- 
nity meeting. 

On both occasions, Mr Biair said 
the fundamental principle of racial 
equality was shared by every single 
mainstream party, which explained 
“why we can be optimistic about the 
future of race relations." 

But The Independent believes 
that racism is endemic, and that jt 
cannot be answered by silence - it 
needs to be confronted and taken on. 


which is why The Independent has 
asked party leaders to speak out. 

The first day of the inquny into 
the death of Stephen Lawrence was 
told by Michael Mansfield QC, 
counsel for the Lawrence family, that 
racism and a desire to protect local 
whim youths meant the police in- 
vestigation was flawed from the mo- 
ment Stephen was stabbed at a 
south London bus stop m 1993. 

On die ground evidence of racism 
is strong, even in cities believed to 
be well-mtegrated, like Liverpool. 


In a speech to Asian business 
leaders in London tomght, the Prime 
Minister w£B say that much has 
been done to stamp out racism, but 
more is needed. 

Delivering a powerful statement 

of faith in Southwark last week, be 
said: “The rfn gje most important 
thing we can do is to an ab- 
solutely clear statement of behalf of 
the Government, on behalf of all po- 
litical parties, on behalf of society, 
that we believe in, and actually wel- 
come a multi-racial and multi-cul- 


tural society: that it's a good thing; 
that it’s not something to be fright- 
ened of; that it’s a heahhy, life-giv- 
ing thing; that it's actually the type 
of society we want to bring our chil- 
dren up in." 

William Hague said last night: “I 
warmly welcome The Independent's 
campaign to promote good race re- 
lations. The United Kingdom has set 
an example to the rest of the world 
in improving race relations, but we 
should never be complacent. 

“More needs to be done to bring 


down the barriers of ignorance and 
distrust which still exist in parts of 
our society. Good race relations 
depend on tough but fair immigra- 
tion policy and firm action to erad- 
icate the scourge of racisn." 

Paddy Ashdown said: “Radon is 
an evfl which undermines the very 
fabric of society. As a nation we have 
come a long way in recent years in 
tackling intolerance and bigotry, 
but there is still much to do and we 
must not allow ourselves to become 
complacent. Britain draws strength 


from diversity. The enormous vari- 
ety of people of different cultures, 
religions and races who make up our 
society make Britain a wonderfully 
exciting, vibrant and cosmopolitan 
place to live." 

Dafydd Wigley, the Plaid Cymru 
leader, said: “We abhor racism in all 
its various guises and will work with 
others from all democratic political 
parties, in Whies and throughout the 
UK, to defeat it at all limes." 

Lawrence blunders, page 10 
Liverpool apartheid, page 10 


Ports warned 
of Iraqi plot 


A prayer for the dying: Gere meets Tibetan hunger-strikers 
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By Jason Bennetto • ■ 

Colin. Brow n 
and David Usbome 

i BRITISH mteffigcncchas iffaied 
aseriescrfwanm^topoitsand 
airports in the past few months 
about the dangers of Iraqi 
agents smuggling in a variety of 
biological and chemical weap- 
ons, it emerged yesterday. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, also disclosed that a 
warning that Saddam Hussein 
could be planning to flood the 
Wfest with anthrax hidden in bot- 
tles disguisedas duty-free goods 
was received 13 days before the 
Government alerted the ports. 

In a further development, an 
Iraqi scientist who may have 
tipped off Western intelligence 
agencies about the anthrax 
threat and who was! planning to 
defect is reported to have been 
arrested and thrown into prison. 
. MI5 alerted Customs and 
Excise officers and Special 
Branch police at British ports on 
a number of occasions this year 
following intelligence suggest- 
ing Iraq may be planning bio- 
logical or chemical attacks. 

White the most recent report 
fold ports to be on the look out 
■for anthrax information about 
other named . substances has 
been released- Iraq is known to 
have reserves of Agent VX, a 
highly tone nerve agent used, 
against the Kurds, mustard gas, 
which cause terrible skin damage, 
and sarin, the nerve agent used 
mNra ffig nhamhers, aflatnx m. 
whidrdestroys the immune sys- 
tem; and botulinum toxin. 

. A security source said the 
antiri-axalert was “one ofa num- 
ber of ’warnings about the pos- 
able Iraqi biofog^al 

anH rhwrneal weapons” that had 


been issued to the authorities 
guarding ports and airports, 
including the Channel TUgne^, 
and Eurostar. ■ — 

■ The .source stressed that 
. there was nojptelligencefo sug- 
gest that Britain was ’to be 
qrerificaDy targeted. The an- . 
thrax alert said the threat was 
against “the enemies of lraq". , 
Meanwhile, an official with 
UNSCOM, the UN .body 
charged with rooting out Iraq’s 
clandestine weapons pro- 
grammes, confirmed yesterday 



that it was informed of the arrest 
ofNassiraTHntdawi by the Iraqi 
government earlier this month. 

According to Baghdad, Mr 
Hindawi was found to be 
preparing his own flight from 
Iraq and had important docu- 
ments about the biological 
weapons programme, which he - 
intended handing overto west- 
ern investigators. 

Mr Hindawi is considered to 

have been one of the key pio- 
neers of Iraq's biological cam- 
paign. Anthrax would have 
been otto of the agents Hindawi 
would have been trying to put 
info production for Baghdad. . 


Ewen Buchanan, the UN- 
SCOM spokesman, co nfi r m ed 
that Hindawi has been inter- 
viewed repeatedly by UN 7 
SCOM investigators, though 
not recently. - . . 

‘ Underplaying the impor- 
tance oflfindawi, Mr Buchanan 
said he “was not involved in the 
production phase” and added 
that UNSCOM has interviewed 
“hundreds of other people", be- 
sides Hindawi. . 

Other experts, however, sug- 
gested that had he- successfully 
defected, Hindawi could have 
been crucial to UNSCOM's 
. efforts to reveal the truth about 
Iraq's biological ambitions. 

Confirmation yesterday by 
Mr Straw that a number of “all 
ports” alerts had been made 
since the tension in the Gulf, 
fuelled suspicions among 
Labour MPs opposed to war 
against Iraq that the latest. re- 
ports arepart of a conspiracy to 
wreckthe peace deal brokered 
with Saddam by the Secretary 
General of tbe UN, Kofi Annan. 

“I am extremely suspicious 
that tins is an attempt to desta- 
bilise tire agreement over the 
ceasefire when it seems to be 
working rather well It seems to 
be tbe action of somebodjy who 
wants to fight,” said ThmDalydl, 
the veteran Labour campaigner. 

In a statement to the Com- 
mons, Mr Straw said the latest 
intelligence report of tbe an- 
thrax threat reached the Gov- 
ernment on 6Man±. two weeks 
before the “all ports” alert was 
issued. Home Office sources 
said the delay was caused ty the 
need to assess tbe seriousness 
of the threat. 

. Mr Straw told MEs “Our in- 
formation is that there is no ^spe- 
cific threat to the UK” 




Actor Richard Gere meets one of sbe Tibetans who are taking part in a Hast-unto-death* meant. to pressure the United Nations into reopening its on 

the future of their country Gere, a convert to Buddhism, is a strong supporter of Tibetan independence. Report, page 15 Photograph: Reuters 


Labour deserts ‘seedy’ Blackpool 
for the soft life in chablis-on-sea 


By Fran Abrams 

Rtftkal Correspondent 

Labour’s old left has put up with 
a lot recently, but surely the 
brothers will never stand for 
this. The men from Millbank 
have ended .70 years of tradition 
by dumping Blackpool from 
the annnal conference circuit. 

In a move which will en- 
shrine Labour as the party of 
Chablis and seafood rather 
than beer and battered cod, it 
will meet on the south coast, 
hundreds of miles from its for- 
mer heartland, ending a cher- 
ished tradition of infighting 
and poUtiddng along the prom, 
accompanied by all the tacky 


joys Blackpool has to offer. 
The party says the town is too 
expensive to get to, its wildly 
rococo ’Winter Gardens con- 
ference centre too cramped 
and its hotels too seedy. 

Bans of the resort will argue 
that its famously fierce land- 
ladies and over-the-top enter- 
tainment are part of the 
package. But now Labour's Na- 
tional Executive Committee 
has decided that after one last, 
long-booked trip to the North 
this autumn, the gathering will 
be held in Bournemouth next 
year, followed by two years 
running in Br ighto n 

A party spokesman said the 
decision was taken with "great 


reluctance” and be hoped del- 
egates would return to Black- 
pool once its problems had 
been solved. The conference 
was first held there in 1927, and 
the party has returned every sec- 
ond year since 1976. 

“One factor was tbe qualify 
of the hall itself. We felt there 
was a lads of space at Blackpool. 
It also costs more to go to 
Blackpool for transport and 
staffing. There was also some 
concern ai the quality of the ho- 
tels and rates that the hotels 
charge,” the spokesman said. 

Predictably, Dennis Skin- 
ner, the left-wing Labour MP 
for Bolsover, voted against the 
move. 


Ex-boyfriend named as killer in civil case 


By Kate Whtaan-Smyth ^ 

The former boyfriend of the 
murdered doctor Joan Fran- 
cisco was.yesterday named as 
her l^er in a unique High 
Court action. Itofemfly alleged 
that Tony Diedrick stalked the 

27-ycar*old gynaecologist for 

months out of a “violent- and 
perverted obsession” before 

stran g lin g her with a vacuum- 

.^deaner cord at her flat in St 
.tfobn’s Wood, London, on Box- 
ing Day 1994. 

Diedrick, 3$, was arrested in 
March 1995 but released with- 
out change. The Crown Prose- 


cution Service later derided 
there was not enough evidence 
to prosecute. 

Yesterday there were gasps 

from Dr Randsco’s mother, 
Vfenus, and sisters Celia and 

Maigretteas Mr Justice Alliott 
. said he had found for the fam- 
ily. Diedrick, from Maida Hill, 
west London, was not in court 
_ and did not give evidence dur- 
ing the case. • X 

It is thought to be the first 
aril action against someone 
■ when there has been no crinu; 
nal prosecution connected to a 
minder. The family are see kin g 
£50,000 compensation for al- 


leged assault and battery. The 
damages will be decided at a pri- 
vate hearing laier. 

Margrette Francisco raid 
the CPS would be "strongly • 
urged” to charge Diedrick. The 
family’s solicitor, 'Bz Raza, said 
that if the it did not act and 
bring charges, a judicial review 
lb challenge that decision would 
be sought in the High Court. 

Mr Justice Alliott said the 
family bad established certain 
facts, including that Diednck 
was obsessed by Dr Francisco 
and stalked her home. He was • 
desperate to speak to her, ssbe 
believed she was about to leave 


for the US fix: good orfbr a long 
time and that he had demon- 
strated violence in the past 
when faced with a comparable 
situation. Diedrick had no ali- 
bi for the relevant period 
8J0amto 9.40am on tbe dayof 
the murder. “I consider that 
those factors make out ayexy 
Strong primn fade case. There- 
fore I have no hesitation in 
drawing an adverse inference 
from the defendant* s failure to 
give evidence. ■ 

: “If tire defendant did not kfll 
ffie deceased^ I deem it incred- 
ible be would not seize the op- 
portunity- . to . declare his 


innocence rather than shelter 
behind a perceived tactical ad- 
vantage.” Mr Justice Alliott 
said Diedrick probably had no 
premeditated intent to kfll when 
he entered the flaL “But I am 
satisfied he first struck and 
then strangled the deceased by 
hand' and ligature. This is a 
dreadful judgment to have to 
pass on any man ... but I find 
the assault and battery alleged, 
in effect the murder, to have 
been proved.” . 

Margrette Rranrisco, speak- 
ing for the family, said: Tt has 
been ... avefy long and difficult 
struggle, fraught with many ob- 


stacles ... We feel the road to 
justice has finally been opened 
to us." The Metropolitan Police 
raid they were considering the 
outcome and whether the ver- 
dict had any implications for tbe 
police investigation. Solicitors 
for Diedrick, who also offered 
to pay the costs of the case, said 
they would appeaL 

Fatal attraction, page 7 


icatwfr po . CROSSWORDS, P32 AND EYE P 10 • TODAY'S TELEVISION. EYE P II, 12 • FULL CONTENTS, P2 
INSIDE GUIDE: WEATHtK, ' ^ .... 


Til E X !• \Y A S T R A Q VAUXHALL 


The new 
models 
a belter! 


Q l A i. 1 T A IS A K i (. 
NOT A l 1 R1V11. H(, 


A • - v 





THE independent 
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH l oq S 


2/NEWS 


Stormont 
parties 
mired 
in detail 


By David McKittrick 

'Tijnd Correspondent 

THE mulii-pnrty talks at Stor- 
mont yesterday became bogged 
down in ancillary details threat- 
ening the Government's hopes 
of a dash for agreement by the 
Easter deadline. 

Ulster Unionist moves to 
resurrect the vexed issue of 
paramilitary arms dc-cnmmis- 
sioning. and to concentrate on 
the question of possible IRA in- 
volvement in recent violence, 
meant that the focus was on se- 
curity rather than on political 
matters. 

The delay has placed into 
deeper question the Govern- 
ment's ambition of finding 
agreement among the parties 
for a new- political settlement 
before Good Friday - 10 April. 

The Unionist party yesterday 
came close to accusing the au- 
thorities of covering up IRA in- 
volve men 1 in recent bombings 
and shooting?. Ken Maginnis 
MP declared: “We believe that 
there is a dissembling of the 
facts and we really have to get 
to the bottom of this.* 

Party members last night 
met the RUC Chief Constable 
Ronnie Flanagan to hear his 
security assessment. Party 
members earlier claimed that 
Mr Flanagan had told Mo 
Mowlam, the Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland. that he 
believed the IRA was engaged 
in recent violence. Ms Mowlam, 
however, has indicated that 
she has received no such in- 
formation from Mr Flanagan. 

Security sources say that re- 
cent republican violence has 
been mostly the work of the 
breakaway Continuity Army 






Council. They add that Union- 
ist politicians are wrong in their 
claims that the CAC operates 
with the consent of the IRA. 

There have, however, been 
incidents in which at least some 
IRA members have been in- 
volved. A recent killing in Co 
Armagh is attributed by the au- 
thorities to “elements of the 
IRA", but they add that it is un- 
clear whether the shooting was 
sanctioned by the IRA's lead- 
ership. There are further sus- 
picions that 3 recent mortar 
attack, carried out by the CAC, 
may have been aided by “dis- 
sidents within the IRA\ 

The Unionist party's ambi- 
tion appears to be to build a case 
against the IRA which would re- 
sult in the expulsion of Sinn Fein 
from the talks process. 

At the Unionist party's re- 
quest. talks participants yes- 
terday assembled for a plenary 
session which some sources 
described as tense. The party 
also appears to be in the busi- 
ness of demonstrating to its sup- 
porters that it is setting the 
agenda in the proceedings. 

Earlier, the Irish foreign 
minister David Andrews sought 
to calm growing unease among 
the grassroots Of His F ianna fhil 
party over proposed changes to 
the Republic’s territorial elnim 
over Northern Ireland. 

He said he believed alter- 
ations to ArtidesTwo and Three 
of the Republic's constitution 
would be accepted as part of a 
peace settlement in Northern 
Ireland. Mr Andrews added: 
“Articles Two and Three have 
enormous and deep meaning to 
my party . . . I think at theend of 
the day they wQl find an alter- 
native amendment acceptable." 









A serviceman helping to make the Scottish island of Gruinard safe from anthrax in 1986 Photograph: Sun newspaper 


Anthrax 

poison 

threat 


By Jeremy Lauranee 

Health Editor 


ANTHRAX is not a biological 
weapon of mass destruction 
killing everyone who has con- 
tact with it- That dubious hon- 
our belongs to the nerve gas. 
Sarin. It is, however, a lethal poi- 
son. like other poisons, 
whether ft kills depends on the 
dose absorbed and the strength 
of the victim's immunity. 

It has been estimated that a 
small plane carrying 10kg of an- 
thrax spores - which could the- 
oretically be disguised as aerate 
of duty free -would be enough 
to kiO three million people if 
sprayed over a city. Its effect 
would depend, however, on 
weather and windspeed, the 
general health of the target 
population and the availability 
of antibiotics to fight the in- 
fection. It could be placed in 
drinks or food but this would kill 
comparatively small numbers. 


FBI tries to deport guerrilla to Iraq 


By Patrick Cockbum 

First Iraqi agents tried to poi- 
son him with thallium, a slow 
acting rat poison Then the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
put him in jail as a danger to the 
security of the United States and 
are trying to deport him bade to 
Iraq, where he faces execution 
Safe al-Battat, 33, a veteran 

guerrilla IraHftr agnrnsf tht» army 

in the marshes of southern 
Iraq, now has unique and 
painful experience of the Iraqi 
and US security methods. 
Cured of the results of taking 
thallium in a jar of yogurt at a 
party in Iraqi Kurdistan, he is 
in jail in California while ill- 
trained FBI agents try to un- 
derstand his role in the complex 
politics of Iraq. 

. He is one of 600 members pf 
the Iraqi opposition airlifted 
from Kurdistan by the CIA at 



Safe al-Battat: Cured after 
taking thallium at a party 


the end of 1996 to escape Iraqi 
tanks which had just rolled up 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency’s operation in northern 
Iraq, in the agency's worst de- 
feat sipce the Bay of Pigs. Now 
Mr Battat is one of six Iraqis fac- 
ing expulsion from the US to 


Iraq because the FBI decided 
he might be a double agent 

The court hearings are large- 
ly secret but The Independent 
has ob tained a memorandum 
describing the three-day hear- 
ing against another Iraqi, 
Hasten Qadir Hawlezy, held for 
the same reason. It reveals that 
J ennife r Rettig, an FBI special 
agent who originally inter- 
viewed him, believed he was a 
member of a secret organisation 
called “KLM". 

Mr Hawiery, who had been a 
member of the Iraqi opposition 
for 30 years, was confused about 
why he was accused of belong- 
ing to a Dutch airlin e.. Only af- 
ter a mili tary interpreter was 
called to the stand did it emerge 
that Ms Rettig, who had received 
a short briefing on Iraq, had 
heard the translator use the Lenn 
“Kiirdish liberation movement" 
and believed Mr Hawiery be- 


longed to a powerful organisa- 
tion with the initials KLM. 

Expulsion orders on Mr Bat- 
tat and five other Iraqis were 

handed down by the immigration 

court judge, who decided that the 
defendants could not be told tbe 
evidence against them. Their 
lawyers are still considering an 
appeal and have been joined by 
James Wboisey, the first direc- 
tor of the CIA under President 
BOl Clinton, who now works for 
a Washington law firm. 

It is a strange fate for Mr Bat- 
tat, who has spent a year in jafl. 
In London, Ghanim Jawad, an- 
other long-time opponent of the 
Iraqi regime, says be is one of the 
finest of those who fought against 
the Iraqi regime. He blames the 
CIA for looking for scapegoats 
and imaginary agents. 

Mr Battat’s record of ac- 
tivism against Saddam Hussein 
is difficult to match. Boro in 


Basra he deserted from the 
Iraqi army in 1991 in the wake 
of the uprisings in the south of 
Iraq for which President 
George Bush had called. He 
went briefly to Iran but then 
joined the Iraqi National Con- 
gress, an umbrella group for op- 
ponents of the government in 
Baghdad, and setup a network 
in southern Iraq. 

It was because he was im- 
portant to the opposition that 
Iraqi security tried to poison 
him two years later. But on re- 
covering after being treated in 
Britain, Mr Baltal went back to 
Kurdistan, becoming one of 
the leaders of the resistance. 
When Iraqi tanks entered the 
area in August 1996 be fled 
a gain, this time to the US where 
FBI agents derided that he 
posed a danger to security, put 
him in jafl and now propose to 

return him to Iraq. ... 
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NICENESS is a hard quanti- 
ty to measure when ft comes to 
tbe weather. It is eaty to quan- 
tify in toons of wind speed, tem- 
perature, pressure and so on, 
but is ft possible to scientifically 
describe the weather in terms 
of human comfort? 

Approximately-speaking, 
yes. In 1963. the climatologist 
Victor Ofeyay came up with the 
idea of a “comfort chart”, plot- 
ting limits for various activities 
by “inhabitants of temperate 
dnnaric zones” in relation to 
temperature and humidity. 

Intenegii^ly.hnmMHy Tiiriic 
out to be as important, if not 
more so, than temperature in 
defining comfort On Olgya/s 
chart, the line marking the 
highr-temperature boundary of 
an “impossible environment” 
runs from more- thnn 50C 


(122F) at 20 per cent humidi- 
ty, to 33C (91F) when the hu- 
midity exceeds 90 per cent. 

That is why dry desert heat 
is much more bearable than 
the stifling fug of an equato- 
rial forest, even though the 
temperatures in the forest 
may be 20C below those in the 
desert In bone dry air, pro- 
vided you keep out of the sun, 
“work of moderate intensity” 
is possible at more than 43C 
(109F). At 95+ per cent hu- 
midity, even 24C (75F) is 
enough to make anyone down 
tools in a torrent of sweat 

As die mercury plummets, 
humidity has less of an effect 
on comfort though a combi- 
nation of high moisture content 
and low temperatures can be 
hauufuL Ju& how harmful was 
discovered in a disastrous ex- 
periment in the 1880s, when a 
tuberculosis sanatorium was 
constructed underground in 
M a mm oth Cave in Kentucky. 

The idea was that the con- 
stant chill (IOC) and high 
humidity m die cave would pro- 
vide the ideal environment for 
the sickly patients. In fact, it 
turns out that the opposite is 
true - hot, dry air is required 
- and the patients all died. 
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vaccine is 
safe, say 
experts 



By Jeremy Laurence 
Health Editor 

A GROUP of 37 scientific ex- 
perts has concluded that the 
combined MMR vaorinft npinot 
measles, mumps and rubella is 
safe after review ing afl the evi- 
dence linking h with bowel dis- 
ease and autism. 

There was no evidence to in- 
dicate any link between the 
vaccine and the disorders and 
there was no reason to change 
the current policy of giving 
MMR vaccination to children in 
the second year of life, the 
experts agreed at a meeting or- 
ganised by the Medical Re- 
search CoundL 

The MRC assembled the 
experts from across the country 


Monday at the request of the 
Government’s Chief Medical 
Officer. Sir Kenneth Oilman Srr 
Kenneth asked for the meeting, 
whose findings were released 
yesterday, after research pub- 
lished last month in the Lancet , 
suggesting a possible link be- 
tween the vaccine and the dis- 
eases, led to a sharp fall in 
mothers coming forward to 
have their children vaccinated. 

The chief author of the 
Lancet paper. Dr Andrew 
1 Wakefield, of the Royal Free 
Hospital, attended the MRC 
meeting and presented the re- 
sults from his published and un- 
published research- Although 
the paper, signed by 12 co-au- 
thors, had said that no causal 
link between MMR vaccine 
and bowel disease and au tism 
had been established. Dr Whke- 
fteid told a press conference, 
called to publicise the paper at • 
the time that in his opinion the 
.. three component vaccines 
. )' should begjven separately to re-^ 
duce the impact on the child’s 


immune system. Reports of his 
remarks triggered widespread 
al arm among parens sup- 
plies of the separate vaccines 
were quickly exhausted. 

Dr Wakefield was unavail- 
able for comment yesterday. A 
statement from the Royal Free 
medical school said it agreed 
rharthe policy on MMR vacci- 
nation should not be altered. 

Sir John Pattison, the emi- 
nent microbiologist and gov- 
ernment adviser on BSE and 
CJD, who chaired the meeting, 
said the benefits of MMR vac- 
cination far outweighed the 
risks and there was no medical 
justification for giving the vac- 
cines separately. u Childre n of 
that age are getting infection af- 
ter infection. Thai is part of their 
development. What is the evi- 
dence that [giving the MMR 
vaednes together] is a bad thing 
to do? There isn’t ary.” 

At a later press conference 
yesterday. Sir Kenneth said the 
fell in vaccination rales follow- 
ing the Lancet paper was a 
“very serious issue” but he ruled 
out making the three vaccines 
available to parents who re- 
quested them. That would mean 
children having three injections 
instead of one and exposed 
them to the risk of gomg for two 
years without at least one vac- 
cine during a critical period. 

Jabs, the organisation rep- . 
resenting parents who believe 
their children have been dam- 
aged by vaccination, criticised 
the fin dings- Jaririe Fletcher, the 
group’s spokeswoman, said: 
Tlfe’re concerned that this sem- 
inar was just a one-day work- 
shop and feere was certainly do! 
sufficient time to properly look . 
at the issue. We are calling on 
the Government to hold a prop- - 
er open forum .where experts 
can be invited from abroad!” .. 
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Fight for green: Above, 'Justin’ defending a tunnel at the poplar tree protest In Kingston, Surrey. Below, poDce r e move an eco-warrior Photographs: Gretel Ensign'a/Andy Blackmons 

Madness as developer improves the view 


By Chris Biadchurst 

IT WAS not the promised air- 
raid aren that woke us up yes- 
terday morning, but the 
incessant whirr of a police 
helicopter. 

The eco-prolesieas down 
the road from our house in 
Kingston upon Thames, Sur- 
rey, promised that when the 
bailifecame to evict them we 
would be roused by a klaxon. 
In the end, it was the drone of 
a police surveillance unit, just 
hovering and watching, that' 
shattered our tranquillity. 

All winter, along with our 
neighbours we have given 
money and signed petition 
forms in support of the eco- 
wamors trying to stop the 
felling of 56 poplar trees in a 
public park adjoining the Riv- 
er Thames. 

The issnewas simple: Fair- 
dough Homes had binlt luxu- 
ry townhouses on the private 


land behind the trees; in order 
to sell them as having “river 
views”, down the trees bad to 
come. The local council, in a 
fit of madness, agreed; and 
down they must come. 

These are trees in Can- 
buiy Gardens, a quiet, peace- 
ful stretch of river bank dose 
to Kingston town centre. My' 
children play there. Stand in 
my road and look towards the 
river and the trees are there, 
where tljey have stood since 
anyone can remember, a 
splash of nature amid an en- 
croaching urban landscape. 
Not for much longer. 

Yesterday, at an estimated 
cost to the local council of 
£500.000, a huge police and se- 
curity operation swung into 
force. Its target was our heroes, 
people who have made us fed 
embarrassed -and more than a 
little ashamed these- past few 
months; who, while we oosied 
up in our warm, snug homes. 
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were prepared to camp out, to 
live In tree houses, to dig tnn- 
* nek, to save our poplars. 

Not their trees, notice - 
most of the protesters are not 
from Kingston, but are veter- 
ans of similar campaigns at 
Newbury and Manchester Air- 
port. This one, though, is (Ef- 


ferent those efforts were about 
stopping a road and a runway, 
whidi at least would be used by 
everyone; this is about saving 
some trees so that some well- 
off people can have a better 
view. 

The madness that has 
gripped elsewhere yesterday 


descended on our own patch 
of suburbia. At first light, a 
flotilla of police and security 
guards in rubber dinghies 
sailed up the Thames and 
landed on the area where my 
five-year-old likes to play 
football. 

Joined by back-up support 
- “120 police and 140 private 
security", said Kingston under- 
sheriff John Hargrave, in 
charge of the operation, 
proudly - they erected securi- 
ty fencing all around. The 
public river walk was cordoned 
off, nobody could get near 
the trees. 

Then they started the slow, 
laborious ritual of hauling the 
protesters out. one by one. In 
all seven people were arrest- 
ed. More, surely, will follow, as 
they begin the serious task of 
clearing the tunnels and bring 
in the “cherry-pickers” to get 
them down from the trees. 

These events have their own 


rhythm and strange, twisted, 
language. Everything was being 
done for our “safety'’ and the 
safety of the protesters, we 
were told. They kepi saying it 
over and over again. But we 
were not consulted. Nobody 
asked us what we thought about 
the trees; nobody listened when 
thousands or local people 
signed a petition asking they be 
saved: nobody wondered if we 
minded paying for yesterday's 
insanity. 

Behind the guards with 
eyes too close together who 
looked as though they had 
been bussed in for the two or 
three days 6f the dear up, 
stood a security man bran- 
dishing a video camera. 

When asked what he was 
doing, he said be was filming 
because they liked to learn 
from each potest, to get it right : 
next time. 

And there wiH be next times 
- for our own safety, of course. 


Pop star takes the ultimate rap 
for a life of living dangerously 




IN THE 
NEWS 


MARK 

MORRISON 


POP stars very, very rarely go 
tnjnil- For all the bravado, anti- 
establishment stances, drugs, 
underrage sex and demolition 
of hold rooms, their behaviour 
usually falls short of a custodi- 
al sentence, writes David lis- 
ter, Arts News Editor. 

. On the few occasions it has 
happened, good lawyers and 
public sympathy have usually 
managed to curtail the extent 
of the stay inside. The legeocfary 
imprisonment of Mick Jagger 
in the Sixties in fact lasted no 
more than 48 hours. 

Yesterday though, th e rap 
star -Mark Morrison was sent 
dowtu.And for a year. But for 
Morrison public sympathy is 
likely to be limited. The case 
thai.'Ied to his imprisonment 
may have had an almost com- 
ic element to it. He sent an im- 
poster to .do community service 
fot-him while he went on tour . 
Biil the original crime of affray 
for which he received the com- 
munity sendee involved a vio- 
lent brawl in which a man was 
killed. 

The self-styled “baddest boy 

of pop”, Morrison’s recent his- 
tory is littered with crime and 
violence. The 1995 number 
one hit “Return Of The Mack 

forwhich he is best known ap- 
pears to have been the catalyst 
that drove him into.lawlessness 
according to his lawyer, David 



Going down: ‘Some people can cope and some people 
cannot. Mark Morrison was one of those who cannot* 


Evans, yesterday. He said that 
Leicester-born Morrison, who 
now lives in west London, “had. 

Shot into prominence very 
quickly*. 

He had buckled under the 
pressure that existsJn “that mi- 
lieu” and began doing drink and 
drugs - but mainly drink, said 
Mr Evans. 

Hisjaflingfor 12 months fol- 
lowed a newspaper exposing 
that the 25 -year-old anger sent 
an imposter to complete the 
work at a homeless hostel in 
London on his behalf. . 

it was the second time Mor- 
rison had been before the court 


for breaching the 150-hour or- 
. der he was given in 1995 for his 
part in a nightclub -fracas in 
which a student died, the court 
heard. 

He failed to turn up at 
Leicester Crown Court for re- 
sentencing last month because 
he was in Barbados for “drugs 
rehabilitation” and was arrest- 
ed on his return to London’s 
Heathrow airport last week. 

He went to Barbados to 
think about the future - his fa- 
ther is terminally ill - and he 
wanted to say sorry to the 
court. Mr Evans said. 

He probably also needed to 


think about the past. As the 
prosecuting counsel said in 
court, Morrison bad a sizing of 
previous convictions and had 
served a three-month jail sen- 
tence for threatening a London 
police officer with an electric 
stun-gun last year. He was 
fined £50 by Leicester magis- 
trates in 1993 for obstructing a 
police officer and £750 for 
threatening behaviour in April 
last year. 

Morrison’s stage act seemed 
to parody his offstage violence. 
As time went by he seemed to 
find it harder to distinguish be- 
tween play acting and real life. 
Morrison was hailed as the fu- 
ture of British soul for “Return 
Of The Mack”, which used the 
swing beat-sound of American 
souL Other hits - “Crazy", 
“Homy” and recently “Moan 
And Groan” -were said by one 
critic to have revealed his mu- 
sical versatility, as well as a one- 
track mind. 

He was bora the son of a 
British soldier in West Ger- 
many, spent many of his for- 
mative years in Florida before 
moving back to Britain when Be 
was 29. 

Short in stature, he was al- 
ways laden with gold jewellery 
and wore designer clothes and 
rarely travelled without body- 
guards. His own management 
once dropped him on account 
of his bolshy attitude. 

His lawyer concluded yes- 
terday: “Sane people can cope 
and some people cannot. Mr 
Morrison was one of those 
who cannot.” 

It was not sufficient de- 
fence to keep the singer out of 
prison. But h was certainly a 
concise statement of truth. 


If you knew how 
much you're being 
overcharged 
for life cover, the 
shock could kill you 


If you took out your life cover a while 
ago either to protect your mortgage or your 
family's lifestyle, you could be paying well 
over che odds. 

But now that Direct Line provides life 
cover, you don’t have to pay through die nose 
anymore. In fact, in only 10 minutes, you could 
be enjoying the same protection you enjoy now 
for a much smaller monthly cost! 

All it takes is one call — we’ll even fill the 
forms in for you. 

If you want life cover at a price that won’t 
shock you, call Direct Line today 
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EU ready to ban drift-net fishing 


By Katherine Butler 

«n Brussels 

EUROPEAN UNION govum- 
mcnis arc reach' lo accept a baa 
on “wall-of-deadT drift-neis, 
blamed by environmentalists 
for wiping out huge numbers of 
dolphins, whales and other sea 

mammals. 

Twelve of the fifteen EU 
fisheries ministers - enough to 
get the measure on to the 


statute books - signalled yes* 
terday that they will vote for a 
ban on using drift nets to catch 
tuna when the proposal goes to 
a forma! vote in June. Britain, 
which had until recently op- 
posed a ban, switched sides af- 
ter winning support for an 
exemption for salmon fishing in 
the North and Baltic Seas. 

Chairing a meeting in Brus- 
sels yesterday, the agriculture 
minister. Jack Cunningham, 


noted that a majority agreed 
that the problem of unwanted 
“by-catches" of dolphin and 
other fish must be quickiy ad- 
dressed. Around 2 per cent of 
the world's population of 
striped dolphin is thought to 
have been killed by drift-netting. 

Exactly when the ban could 
come into play, and the scale of 
compensation for fishermen 
hit by the decision, remain a 
matter for negotiation. "At this 


stage all that’s agreed is a qual- 
ified majority in favour of ban- 
ning high seas drift-nets. This 
is more than we expected," 1 
said Elliot Moriey, the British 
minister for animal welfare. 

He hailed die step as a break- 
through and defended the two- 
year phase-out time proposed by 
the British EU presidency. 
Greenpeace and other envi- 
ronmental groups have been 
pressing for an EU ban since 


1989 and want an immediate 
end to the practice. But Mr Mor- 
iey said: “We are closing down 
a major fisheries sector ... yon 
have got to be sensitive to peo- 
ple’s Livelihoods”. 

France and Ireland, whose 
fleets are among the biggest 
users of drift nets, put up the 
strongest opposition to a ban 
even though this form of fishing 
has been denounced by the UN 
as an “abominable practice”. EU 


compensation would be avail- 
able to help awvert boats to long 

lines, and for tuna fishermen 
who want to quit Spain, which 

has the Eli's higp-st fishing 
fleet has converted to long 
lines for tunaand has been push- 
ing for other countries, partic- 
ularly the French, to accept a 
ban. Spanish anger at the effects 
of French drift-nets erupted in 
a series of “tuna wars” in 1994 
in the Bay of Biscay. 


Arts Council 
sheds half its 
members 


By David Lister 

»\ns SMiAYS Editor 

THE Arts Council confirmed 
yesterday that all its 23 mem- 
bers would be standing down 
over the coming months and the 
new chairman. Gerry Robinson, 
w ould preside over a slimmed- 
down council of 10 people. 

Mr Robinson, who is also 
chairman of the Granada 
Group, hopes to make the arts 
funding system more efficient. 

The reduction in numbers 
is likely to entail less bloodlet- 
ting than has been predicted. 
Five council members are 
already stepping down as their 
appointments end on 31 March. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that while some of the present 
council will be encouraged to sit 
on the new body, there will be 
no place for regional arts board 
chairs, or artform panel chairs 
representing their own adviso- 
ry panels. 

The chief executive, Peter 
Hewitt, explained that the new 
council needed to have people 
with a broad national overview. 

It is expected that it will 
include a higher percentage of 
business leaders. But Mr Hewitt 
said yesterday: “We will not be 
sailing up. There will be 
important figures from the arts 
world on the council." 

Michael Memitzer, artistic di- 
rector of the Kosh dance com- 


pany. which won an ombuds- 
man's ruling against tbecotmriTs 
decision to cut its grant, is un- 
convinced about the promised 
new efficiency. 

He said: “There is a serious 
divide between the in-house 
culture of the Arts Council and 
the broader culture of the arts 
world as a whole. The question 
is not how slim the Arts Coun- 
cil is, but whether or not it is so- 
cially and culturally 
representative of a much broad- 
er spectrum of the arts and so- 
ciety than it has been." 

The new council will devolve 
some clients to the regional arts 
boards, whose powers are like- 
ly to be increased. Asked 
whether Arts Council-funded 
orchestras - which include the 
City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra and the four London 
orchestras -would be devolved, 
Mr Hewitt said that no decision 
had yet been taken. 

The council seemed to be 
making a stand for better com- 
munication in the arts, decid- 
ing at the council meeting that 
“the system should rid itself of 
cliche and jargon". 

However, this resolve was 
short-lived. The next resolution 
called for the “the adoption of 
the more holistic and integrat- 
ed approach to arts funding". 
As an example of eschewing jar- 
gon, it was not notably suc- 
cessful. 





Operatic notes: EJeva KeJessidi, who (days the lead in the forthcoming perfor- 
mance of YerdPs La Traviata at the Albert Hall m London Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Brighton pier 
lands grants 
for £!4m 


By Clare Gamer 

BRIGHTON’S historic West Pier, which 
has been dosed to the public since 1975 
for fear that it might fall down, has been 
awarded a £l0.65m Lottery grant to help 
restore it to its former glory, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

A further £3 .55m of lottery money has 
been allocated for work above-deck to re- 
store the stu nning Victorian concert hall, 
pavilion, arches and balustrading. 

England's only Grade I listed pier will 
be resurrected as a leisure complex fea- 
turing restaurants, shops, a health spa and 
a museum, at a cost of £35m_ 

Ifro of the largest private investors draft- 
ed in to wiakt*. the pi er commercially viable 
are London Regional Properties and the 
restaurateur Oliver Peyton's Gruppo 
group. 

Mr Peyton. 35, one of the youngest, 
hip pest entrepreneurs in London, who has 
set up the successful Atlantic Bar and Grill 
restaurant, Coast and Mash, wQl oversee the 
running of the pier. He promises to tarn 
Brighton into a British Miami. 

Yesterday the Irishman, who opened his 
.first seafront nigh triub aged 19,said die new- 
look pier would include two restaurants, two 
bars, an art gallery, a theaire/concert venue, 
mooring for 60 boats, an outdoor auditori- 
um and ‘Tots of things I can’t talk about yet”. 
He added: ‘*Tbe pier is really one of the 
most beautiful things I have ever seen.” 

Since 1975 the structure of the pier, 
which was built in 1866 at a cost of 
£27,000, has been disintegrating, a process 
speeded up by successive batterings in 
stormy weather. 

Developers hope work will begin in June 
or/aly and although the completion date 
is 2002, the West Pier Trust hopes to make 
the pier accessible to the public by 2000. 


GTech fights to hold on to 
its lottery licence 

THE BOARD of GTech, shareholders in the lottery opera- 
tor Camelot, spent nearly four hours yesterday trying to per- 
suade the National Lottery regulator, Oflot, that they are “fit 
and proper" people to help run the lottery. 

The meeting was called following Richard Branson’s vic- 
tory in a libel case in which Grech's disgraced former direc- 
tor, Guy Snowden, was alleged to have tried to bribe the Virgin 
boss to withdraw from the race to win the lottery licence. 
William O’Connor, chief executive of GTfech, emerged from 
the meeting saying that it had been “candid and thorough”. 
John Stoker. Oflofs acting director general, who could re- 
voke Camelot’s licence, is seeking assurances that GTech has 
never - and is not currently - involved in unlawful activities. 
He intends to deliver a verdict “shortly". — Qare Carrier 

Haughey’s court challenge 

THE FORMER Thoiseacfa, Charles Haughey, his wife, daugh- 
ter and his two sisters yesterday began a High Court action in 
Dublin challenging the right of a judicial tribunal to cany out 
what has been dubbed a “trawl” through his family’s fin a n ces. 
The inquiry into his financial affairs during his period in cab- 
inet was instigated by the Dail last year after an earlier inves- 
tigation revealed t hat while Taoiseach he received secret 
payments totalling£13m from the stores magnate Ben Dunne. 
The hearing was postponed for three weeks after Mr Haugh- 
ty broke his hip in a riding accident. — Alan Murdoch. Dub Bn 

Men face charges of murder 

TWO MEN appeared in court yesterday accused of the mur- 
der of a couple from Aberfqyle who vanished on their way 
home from a Christmas shopping trip on IS December, lain 
Meikleham, 29, and John Parker, 27, appeared in private at 
Dumbarton Sheriff Court charged with the alleged murder 
of Roderick and Anne Marie Aitken, both 38. 

Drunk pedestrians 

ALMOST A THIRD of Scottish pedestrians had been 
drinking prior to being hurt in road accidents, according to 
research publirfied yesterday. Pedestrians were also found to 
have drunk more than any other category of road accident 
victims. The Scottish Office study of records from five hos- 
pitals showed that 9 per cent of all road accident casualties 
had been drinking. 

Independent winners 

FOUR WRITERS and a photographer from The Indepen- 
dent and two writers from the Independent on Sunday have 
been short-listed for the Glenfiddich Awards - the most im- 
portant awards for food and drink journalists. No other na- 
tional newspaper has received more than two nominations. 

HmnerBibendum chef Simon Hopkinson, and his colleague 
Annie Bell, who both write for The Independent's Saturday mag- 
azine “ISM”, are dominated for the Newspaper Cookery Writer 
of the Year award while Anthony Rose, who also writes for 
“ISM”, is nominated as Wine Writer of the Year. Michael Jack- 
son, who writes on beer, is nominated for the Drink Waiter 
of the Year award. Patrice de VOiiers has been short-listed for 
the Visual Award. Michael Bateman of the Independent on 
Sunday Is nominated as Food Writer of the Year. His colleague 
Richard Ehrlich has also been short-listed for Drink Writer 
of the Year. The awards take place on 16 ApriL — Rosa ftince 


BT’s call prices -down, 
down and down again. 
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Friends & Family 

Sava 105t- every time. whenever you 
caH your ten most popuiar numfxrs. 


OFF 


BestFriend 

New and batter savings. 20? ; : off 
*«ch call to your most popular Friends & Family 
UK number - that’s equivalent to 
1 whole minute FREE lor evary 5 minute call. 

'Savings b*g>n on 1st May; 
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Top 10 Numbers 

Add PrcmierUm? to Friends & Family and a 
live minute national weekend call costs only 12p. 
(1 S '; saving or; mobile caSSs) 


BT has cut standard cal prices 13 timed in two years 
as wett as developing a whote rang* of discounts. 

These are designed to suit the caHs you make - giving you 
extra savings. 

If anyone c la ims they can give you cheaper calls than BT, 
cafl 0800 003 800 to check you're getting ad your discounts. 
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avos you 43 : on up to five nominated number 


sr 

• JR*- 



T7- .. •<*- . . 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 
















" l ° ho| d 'N 

,c en Ce N 


5/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 25 MARCH |99g 


• ... v 


°Urt ch 


a|| eh, 




H m . 


ar ges of 


, ' l &r 


Brians 


t.: ; 


t whiners 




i ’• n H . 


. e 



VY 

■?TV. 




if joiflind 


-i.'i 


t-ilE* 


“■H* **— 





1 



Who’s Who confessions 

ONE OF the great ornaments of British dvDisatkjn,” was 
ir^i L ° rd Je 9 k “ ls HiUhead described Who’s Who at its 
150th birthday b ash on Monday night 

It was also the 50th anniversaiy of Roy's first inclusion 
m the social climber's bible and he celebrated with a nous- 
mg speech to the assembled “names'’ in the long room of 
the N ational Portrait Gallery. Confessing that be is an avid 
browse* of both Who’s Who and Who Whs fffto.hbonty com- 
plaint was about people who refused to allow their home 
addresses lobe published. Did these literary types who gave 
their agents addresses really fear that their gardens would 
be invaded by a mob of fawning readers? 

Unsurprisingly for a celebration that was a prom o- 
tional event, a large percentage of the names on the list of 
invited guests was made up of journalists. So much so, per- 
haps, that it confused people. One lady, wedged between 
the livid portraits of Bobby Chariton and Salman Rushdie, 
was overheard to say, "Oh look, there's Kenneth Baker. 
Doesn’t he have a lovely tan. Didn't he used to read the news 
on television?" One jonmalist not on the printed l ist of g w»cr< 
but very much in evidence at the party was Andrew NeSL 
Pandora could not believe that the shy. retiring Glaswegian 
editor-in-chief and chat-show host would have crashed such 
an event Sure enough, a spokeswoman for Who’s Who ex- 
plained, "He was invited but be was a bit naughty and didn’t 
bother to reply.” As busy as be is these days, perhaps Nefi 
Confused the party with his usual evening out at Tramp. 

High jinks in Hollywood 

FORGET about Vanity 
Flair's big s bow-off post-Os- 
car party; all the genuine 
fun this year took place over 
the weekend at Miramax’s 
pro-awards Hollywood par- 
ty; In vivid contrast to the 
mawkish Academy ceremo- 
ny, Robin Williams (right) 
performed a rude and total- 
ly 

unsentimental stand-op act 
while Madonna rolled in the 
aisles with laughter Then, 
reports the New York Post, Matt Damon, star, and 
co-author of the Miramax Mockbnster Good WUl 
Banting, dressed up as a woman to spoofJfoAoiiiR.Fi- 
uall& Dame Jodi Dench and Helena Bonham Carter put 
on hard-hats for their take-off of Bunting. Perhaps next 
year Miramax will film their party and offer it as a gen- 
ninety ftmny television alternative to Bflty CrystaPs 
wretched jokes. . 

Feeling faint at Filthy’s 

A PERFORMANCE that sounds rather more British (and 
considerably less fun) took place recently at Filthy McNastys 
pub in Islington: a reading of The Smoke King by author 
Maurice Leitch. Among the guests was former dope lord, 
bestselling author and cannabis crusader Howard Maries, 
who brought along his mum. The reading went on ... and 
on ... and on. Suddenly a man standing beside Marks along 
one wall of the room fell over in a dead fa hit One wag asked, 
“Was it because of the powerful fumes from Howard's hair?" 
Or just a contact high? 

Mo's Irish mystery 

WHO WILL be the next Director of Information at the 
Northern Ireland Office - the job otherwise known as 
“Mo’s Mouthpiece"? 

One rumour that has readied Pandora’s ear about 
the replacement for Andy Wood, long-time holder of the 
position, says that the new appointment will be Cherie 
Dodd, the former Mirror political correspondent recently 
shifted to cover industrial affairs for the papec When 
Pandora rang the Mirror yesterday to congratulate 
Cherie, she was ont of the office. “In Northern Ireland 
for the day," said a news desk spokesman. "She’ll be back 
tomorrow;" But not for long, as the job is a three-year 
appointment and Cherie is intending to move the whole 
family to Belfast 

Mandelson changes socks 

AN IMPORTANT correction was made to later editions of 
press releases of Peter Mandelson’s speech to the Newspaper 
Conference at the Hilton yesterday. In the original draft, 
the Minister without Portfolio was quoted as saying “The 
Dome is a wonderful bunding and the contents are going 

to blow your socks off.” Subsequent versions changed the 
verb "blow” to the verb “knock”. Pandora can well un- 
derstand why this change was made and compliments the 

Minister for doing an absolutely first-rate job. - 

Pandora 


daily poem 


Somewhere 


By Neil towdl 



Logs are being sawn somewhere; 

Easing through die softened air. 

Heavy with rain and sodden leaves. 

The sound of blade on timber gives 

An edge to cloud’s infinities. 

Mist buttresses the nervous trees, 

Smoke jostles where the cloud resists. 

But there below the am’ persists. 

The blade gives edge.towhal it takes. 

The world is split. The timber breaks. 

^ phhiv come from Neil Powell's Selected 

mS «ho lives h. AJdehmsH. Sf 

h pri critical works such as Carpenters of Light 
folk, has pubhshed critic* collections for 

and The Longuegc of Jo* a* wen 
Carcanct since 1977- 





Bold Sir John back to 
save Newcastle image 


By Simon Turnbull 


Knight In shining armour: Sir john Hall yesterday 


THE sound of alarm bells from 
the corridors of St James’ Park 
accompanied the announce- 
ment in September last year 
that Sir John Hall would be 
standing down as chairman of 
Newcastle United Football 
Chib. It proved to be a false 
alarm for the officers of the 
Tyne and Wear Fire Brigade, 
but not a false omen for the 
flagship of Tyneside. 

"I feel Pve done everything 
I set out to achieve.” Sir John 
said six months ago. *T want to 
do a lot of other things. 1 want 
to finish the gardens at Wvnvard 
HaR" 

Yesterday, the bold Sir John 
left behind the trowel and the 
mower at his Co Durham estate 
to attend ro the boardroom 
mess at the dub. He did so as 
the knight in shining armour. 


having accepted the challenge 
of restoring Newcastle United's 
tarnished reputation. 

His son, Douglas, and his 
successor as chairman. Freddy 
Shepherd, were not around ro 
face the musk of a suite packed 
to the rafters with members of 
the media at St James* Park- 
Having reluctantly done the de- 
cent thing s however, and fallen 
upon the boardroom sword, 
they left Sir John with no op- 
tion but to not so much pick up 
the gauntlet as run with it. 

The millionaire property 
developer whose money fi- 
nanced Newcastle's rise from 
near bankruptcy in 1992 to a 
place in the European Cup 
agreed yesterday to return as 
chairman of the football club 
until the end of May. He did so 
with anger in his heart: not, it 
transpired, for bis prodigal son 
and the straying Shepherd, but 


for the very unveiling of their 
shortcoming in the Mack and 
white of the News of the World. 

“The effect on the Hall and 

the Shepherd families has been 

awful ” he said, “and the effect 
on Newcastle United has been 
sad to watch. Freddy and Dou- 
glas are foil Of remorse and 
can't apologise enough- 

"They have worked tire- 
lessly over the years to bring 
jobs to the North-east and to 
build Newcastle United from a 
dub on the brink of bankruptcy 
and the old Third Division to 
a major force in the game. 
They are the ones who brought 
me to the dub . . . That has been 
forgotten in the last 10 days.! 

“The vilification has been 
terrible to watch. Yes, it was 
self-inflicted. But why were 
they targeted? Why were they 
set-up? I haw been astonished 
to learn that rate of the people 


involved in this expensive scam 
has a criminal record. The hu- 
man cost has been immense. 
Please, please let us get on with 
our lives.” 

It was not so much a con- 
ference as a tirade. Sir John 
took no questions as he made 
hsstem-iaced departure, li had 
been different six months ago. 
The last word then belonged to 
the chairman-elect. “Wc hope 
Sir John makes good use of his 
bus pass,” Mr Shepherd had 
said. 

Yesterday, as Sir John re- 
turned, the chairman-deposed 
was not in the mood to talk let 
alone joke. Tracked down to a 
Barbados beach, Freddy Shep- 
herd told a BBC television 
crew “no comment", before 
thrusting a paperback in front 
of the camera leas. It was a bit 
late for a cover up. 

Business Outlook, page 23 


We are not suggesting anyone needs to jump hurdles 
over the nearest filing cabinet Nor are we saying 
running rings around the boss is a wise political move. 
But if we tell you that CDX by K is a classic, executive 
style shoe with all the advanced design innovation of 
a sports shoe, then you might be catching our drift 

Todays sophisticated trainers feature an unsur- 
passed level of ‘comfort technology! To incorporate 
similar design features in shoes for work (which we 
spend the majority of our time wearing) would make 
sense. And that’s precisely what we’ve done. 

The results of this are benefits previously only 

i 

heard of on the sports field. The CDX range offers 
an anti-shock system between your heel, ball of foot 
and the ground reducing impact and tiredness. 
Beneath the deceptive executive exterior is an under 
foot carbon layer which absorbs moisture and heat 
keeping your feet cooler. 


Run around 
the office 
like an athlete 



Jesmontf. COXtqr K 


Add to this other CDX features, such as foil calf 



Word. CDX byK 


leather linings and socks for a breathable environ- So now you know the facts, you are probably 
ment Plus, the CDX ‘anti-slip, hardwearing, K-Tread expecting a high cost for such comfort. Let us tell 
700 section’ within a high quality leather sole - you the best news - 

a design which provides extra grip and durability. That’S for a classic, executive styled shoe with all 


the features you’d normally expect from an athlete’s 
running shoe. Make sure you race around to your 
nearest K Shoe Shop, Clarks Shop or leading 
K Stockist to try on a pair today. 



GDX shoes by K incorporate a wide range of mdixldual specifications For details of your nearest stockist please call Q9S0 CE5JJS Sizes 6-t2 (except IJ’/ji 
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Blair denies aiding Murdoch 
bid for stake in Italian TV 


°y Cdm Brown 

wrf Andrew Gumbel 


QUESTIONS remained unan- 
swered last night over whether 
Tony Hair met Rupert Murdoch 
to discuss the media magnate’s 
attempts to take a slake in the 
Italian broadcasting market. 

The Prime Minister in Paris 
denied doing any favours for Mr 
Murdoch after the Mr Blair’s 
official spokesman in London 
had angrily described as “a 
joke" reports that Mr Blair had 
intervened on Mr Murdoch's 
behalf over the takeover. 

Downing Street sources said 
the Prime Minister had held 
talks last week with Romano 
Produ the Prime Minister of 
Italy, over the telephone, but in- 
sisted that the call came from 
Mr Prodi. Thai version of 
events was confirmed in Rome. 

However, Mr Blair's 
spokesman refused to deny that 
Mr Blair used the- opportunity 
to discuss the Murdoch issue. 
'They had a discussion about 
common issues and 1 do no! in- 



Rupert Murdoch: Sucked 
into complex political game 


tend to brief upon all of it," said 
the spokesman. 

Last night. Downing Street 
also refused to discuss sugges- 
tions in Italy that the Prime 
Minister recently met Mr Mur- 
doch. 

“I have no information 
about whether there were meet- 
ings with the Prime Minister," 
said a Number Ten source. “I 
am reluctant to go through the 


dimy on what would have been 
a private meeting.' 1 

The unanswered questions 
could prove embarrassing for 
Mr Blair as the Government 
faces the prospect of having to 
overturn a Lords defeat on the 
Competition Bill which, if un- 
changed, could prevent Mr 
Murdoch selling the Times, 
owned by his News Corp group 
at a cut-rate price. 

The embarrassment for the 
Prime Minister over the reports 
may have been eclipsed by Lhe 
discomfort for Mr Murdoch 
who had found himself sucked 
into a complex Italian political 
game in which he was played for 
a fool. According to Mr Mur- 
doch's Italian lawyers, it was Sil- 
vio Berlusconi, the Italian 
Opposition leader and former 
prime minister, who initiated 
the dialogue with Mr Murdoch 
by inviting BSkyB, in which he 
has a stake, to make an offer for 
Mr Berlusconi's media bolding 
company MediaseL 

Sources in Italy said Mr 
Murdoch could not have talked 


to Mr Blair before Friday at the 
earliest. That was the day the 
deal collapsed and Mr Murdoch 
left Italy. But it seems he left a 
door open: Mr Murdoch and 
Mr Berlusconi met again in 
London an Saturday to discuss 
other areas of possible mutual 
interest 

"The deal is off for the mo- 
ment, but 1 would not be sur- 
prised if negotiations resumed 
for a third time," commented 
one source close to the Mur- 
doch camp. Shares in Mediaset 
fell on Monday on news that the 
take-over bad collapsed, but 
they steadied yesterday. 

Mr Berlusconi's previous 
flirtation with selling to Mr 
Murdoch, in 1995, went 
nowhere as Mediaset opted in- 
stead for a recapitalisation and 
a flotation on the Milan stock 
exchange. 

“Mr Murdoch did not want 
a repeat of his last negotiations, 
which lasted several months 
before ending in failure. He 
agreed to make an offer, but 
gave Berlusconi just 72 hours to 


decide," explained Luca Am- 
aboldi, of the legal firm Car- 
nelutti in Milan. 

An offer of 10,000 lire per 
sharc -or 5 J8 trillion lire for Mr 
Berlusconi's controlling 50.6 
percent stake in Mediaset -was 
put oo the table over dinner at 
Mr Berlusconi's private chateau 
at Arcore, outside Milan, 10 
days ago. Mr Murdoch then 
withdrew to the Villa d*Este on 
the shores of Lake Como and 
waited for a reply. 

On Thursday, with just hours 
to go before the deadline, the 
supposedly top-secret talks be- 
gan to be artfully leaked, first 
to the Milan newspaper Carriers 
della Sera and then to Mr 
Berlusconi's own Canale 5 
evening news programme. Se- 
nior figures in Italy’s centre-left 
coalition government immedi- 
ately reacted, urging Mr Berlus- 
coni to prevent the country’s 
private television stations falling 
into foreign hands. “Better 
Berlusconi than Murdoch," was 
the reaction of one left-winger. 

Blair's muddle, page 17 


Peer condemns ‘lobbyist’ Prime Minister 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

LORD McNALLY. the Liberal Demo- 
crat peer, provided the best take yes- 
terday on the Prime Minister's actions 
on behalf of Rupert Murdoch's business 
plans in Italy: “Here we are straining 
every sinew to make sure lobbyists in Par- 
liament arc controlled. Then we find out 
that the Prime Minister is a lobbyist" 

But he is not surprised. It was he who 
sponsored the amendment to the com- 
petition Bill passing through Parliament 
that would end the predatoiy pricing tac- 
tics of Mr Murdoch's Tunes newspaper. 

The Government, because of its 
friendly relations with Mr Murdoch, op- 
posed the amendment but was defeat- 
ed by a cross-party alliance of peers by 
121 votes to 93. Nevertheless, when the 
Bill returns to the Commons in 10 days 
time, the Government will rip the 


amendment from iL “There is to be no 
compromise measure," said Lord Mc- 
Nally. “The only question is the lengths 
they go to. whipping for Murdoch, to 
quell ary Labour revolt." 

The protection of the Times' pricing 
policy is just one of a number of issues 
where the Blair government has come 
to the aid of the News Corp empire. 

In the aftermath of the HarperCollins 
disposal of the book by Chris Bitten, for- 
mer governor of Hong Kong, and Times 
correspondent Jonathan Musky's asser- 
tion that that newspaper is soft on Chi- 
na. the Liberal Democrat leader, Phddy 
Ashdown, asked the Government to 
look at the conditions that permitted Mr 
Murdoch to take over the Times in 1981. 
The then trade secretary, John Biffen, laid 
down eigjht conditions for a non-referral 
to the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission and Mr Ashdown wrote to Mar- 
garet Beckett, President of the Board of 


Trade, to ask her to look at bow these con- 
ditions were being breached over China. 

Ms Beckett wrote to Mr Ashdown 
washing her hands of the paper's edi- 
torial independence: “Disputes be- 
tween management and the editor on 
breaches on independence ... are a mat- 
ter for the editor of the Times and the 
[Times'] independent national directors 
and not for the Government" - which 
is exactly the opposite of what parlia- 
ment was told in 1981. 

In the same way, the Government has 
dismissed out of band the requests of 
Labour backbenchers and countless 
others for new ownership legislation that 
would reduce the scale of Mr Murdoch's 
holdings in the United Kingdom. 

The Blair government has also come 
to the aid of Mr Murdoch in less direct 
ways. As the biggest newspaper pro- 
prietor, he had most to gain by Mr Blair's 
immediate rejection of privacy legisla- 


tion in the aftermath of tbe death of Di- 
ana, Princess of Whies. 

For the same reason, the imminent 
government decision on how to protect 
the press, and the Press Complaints 
Commission, from the privacy provisions 
of the European Convention on Human 
Rights cannot be seen as driven purely 
by a desire to protect press freedom. Even 
madvenemJytbeGoveraroenicanbeseen 
to favour Mr Murdoch. Last week's de- 
cision by an independent working party 
looking at the “jewels in the crown" sports 
(those protected for terrestrial television) 
to loosen the protection for English 
home cricket test matches, can be seen 
to hand BSkyB yet another sport. 

All of which makes Tony Blair rather 
more valuable than the average West- 
minster lobbyist. The question is 
whether Mr Murdoch will pay his price 
of support at the neat election and over 
a move to monetary union. 



Cleaning up: John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, with Leon Valero, a seven- 
year-old asthma sufferer, in London yesterday to launch a government campaign 
called Doing Your Bit which aims to cut pollution Photograph: Peter jordan/PA 



From the COMPANY that was BORN on a FARM 


Since Gateway 2000 began life on a farm, we understand 
more than most the importance of a fresh product Thats why 
we build your computer only when you order it. This way 
you know your PC hasn't been sitting in a warehouse 
gathering dusL The G6-333SE system shown here is only one 
example of what Gateway 2000 can make for you. We'd like to 
chat with you Bret, however, to find out your needs. Vbull find 
our fresh technology together with our technical support for as 
long as you own your GATEWAY" system. 
^1^^ makes Gateway 2000 unbeatable value. 

Call us on the Freephone number shown 
here, not forgetting to ask about our flexible 
pentium*H finance options. 


G6-333SE 


1 Intel 333 MHz Pcnthflu' D 
Processor 

i 64MB SDRAM, (expandable 
to 384MB) 

i 512KB Pipeline Bucst Cache 
i 43GB 10ms Ultra ACV 
Hard Drive 

i 3-5' 144MB Happy Disk Drive 
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90ms CD-ROM 

i STB" DV3D AGP 3D Graphics 
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■ ATX Mini Tower Case 

■ Microsoft’ Windows' 95 
105 Keyboard 
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Employers may sack staff to 
take on New Deal recruits 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


THE Government's flagship 
New Deal programme will 
inevitably push some young 
people out of work to create 
places for others who are on the 
scheme. Whitehall officials con- 
ceded yesterday. 

One of the key alms of the 
initiative is to help the most dis- 
advantaged into work and young 
people regarded as more em- 
ployable may have to pay the 
price, according to a senior civ- 
il servant at the Department for 
Education and Employment. 

Some employers may dismiss 
existing staff in order to take ad- 
vantage of the £60-a-week gov- 
ernment subsidy for providing 
work for young people on the 


New DeaL For the same reason, 
it is also likely that more capa- 
ble job applicants wili be 
rejected in favour of “spon- 
sored” recruits. 

Ministers hope the “substi- 
tution and displacement ef- 
fect” will be limited and argue 
that it is a price worth paying. 
A briefing paper issued by the 
department yesterday admits 
that some of those in the target 
group - 18 to 24-year-olds who 
have been out of work for more 
than six months - may get jobs 
at the expense of others lk who 
either become unemployed, or 
stay in unemployment when 
they would have left it”. 

It adds: “These will largely 
be people who will be able to 
find jobs without much inter- 
vention from us. If the overall 


employability of the workforce 
is raised, this should over time 
increase the economy’s capac- 
ity to grow." 

Tbe scheme has been pilot- 
ed in 12 “pathfinder” areas 
since 5 January and not one par- 
ticipant has so for fallen foul of 
tbe rules which ultimately pro- 
vide for a 40 per cent cut in ben- 
efit, ministerial advisers said. 

After a "Gateway” period erf 
□p to four months, participants 
are offered four options: a 
place on the Government's en- 
vironmental task force, work 
with a voluntary organisation, 
full-time training or education, 
or a subsidised job. Ministers 
are fond of saying that there is 
no “fifth option". 

Officials yesterday were at 
pains to point out that the New 


Last vestiges of 
caning swept away 


MP warns Labour 
of ‘the new sleaze* 


By Colin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A LIBERAL Democrat MP 
last night spoke of his “shame” 
at caning children as MPs vot- 
ed to sweep away the last ves- 
tiges of corporal punishment in 
independent schools. 

Former secondary school 
teacher, Phil Wilis, the MP for 
Harrogate and Knaresborough, 
said: “Whenever I caned a 
child, I felt demeaned by ft. 
Quite frankly, I felt quite 
ashamed later in life to feel that 
for many years I supported the 
use of corpora] punishment.” 
CBning is banned in state 
schools but a handful of inde- 
pendent schools, -some with, 
strong religkwsronnectkms, still 
administer corporal punishment 
MPs were give a free vote by the 
Government to extend the ban 
in the independent schools dur- 
ing the final Commons stages of 
tbe School Standards BQL 
Eton, Harrow and the major 
public schools have all banned 


caning, and the Independent 
Schools Council welcomed the 
extension of the ban on all cor- 
poral punishment. 

Don Foster, the Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman on educa- 
tion, challenged Tbry 
backwoodsmen who defended 
“spanking” on tbe grounds that 
it did children no harm. “How 
do they know - /” he said. “I have 
been caned. It did me harm.” 

Mr Willis said there was a 
need to use a degree of force, 
sometimes to protect pupils, bur 
ran mg was an admission of 
failure in discipline in schools. 
The ban will also stop punish- 
ment with a slipper or a ruler. 
It will still allow parents to 
smack their children, and 
smacking by child minders with 
the approval of parents. 

Corpora! punishment in pris- 
ons and borstals was prohibit- 
ed in l9G7 - the same year that 
the Howden report “Children 
and their Primary Schools” rec- 
ommended banning corporal 
punishment in schools. 


By Fran Abrams 

Ptfrtkal Correspondent 

LABOUR’S plans to raise hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds 
through sponsorship this year 
amount to “the new sleaze," one 
of its MPs has told an inquiry. 

Publication of the submis- 
sion from Raul Flynn to tbe NeDJ 
inquiry into party funding 
comes just a day after The 
Independent revealed how 
Labour is seeking sponsorship 
through lobbying firms. Tbe 
party is maintaining links with 
staff who now work as lobbyists 
and has- asked them to raise 
money from their clients. 

Mr Flynn, MP Newport 
West, has told Sir Patrick Neill 
that his party's own suggestions 
on future political funding do 
not mention sponsorship at all. 
Ibis could allow companies to 
avoid the new regulations, he 
said, and to give money without 
consulting, their shareholders. 

Although Labour declares all 
donations and sponsorship over 
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Deal may have u spurious 
impact on labour market sta- 
tistics. Unemployed young pei>- 
pie who move into a subsidised 
New Deal job for instance, will 
be shown as moving from the 
dole into employment 

Advisers accepted that this , 

would only be “real" employ- * 

meat if the young person was 
kept on when the subsidy came 
to an end. The Government 
wanted to be open about such 
effects and did not want to be 
accused of “fiddling the figures". 

Ministers were not interest- 
ed in simply switching young 
people off benefit into dead-end 
jobs or schemes, they wanted to 
transform the long-term 
prospects of the mosL disad- 
vantaged, the briefing paper 
said. 


£5,000, Mr Flynn said the limit 
could be difficult to police where 
payments were made in kind. 

He urged the Neill Commit- 
tee to look closely at the issue of 
sponsorship. Labour was plan- 
ning to raise hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds in that way this 
year, and the Tories bad been 
known to use the same methods. 

He gave Sir Patrick a list of 
nxxml labour sponsorship deals, 
including funding for a Welfare 
to Work breakfast by British 
Aerospace, fending for a new. 
MPs’ induction conference by the 
drug company Novartis ami 
fending for a Welfare Reform 
roadshow by NTL Cablctel. 

A Labour spokesman said it* 
submission to the committee did 
not mention sponsorship be- 
cause “it was not an attempt to 
draw up a new law. ff somebody 
sponsors an event in the Labour ' 
Party and if that Sponsotsbjn 
amounts to more than jesjuhJ 
that is open and declared Th ■ 
suggestion that there i 5 
sort of secret dealing js wron ^_ 









f 




staff to 
cruits 


s Labour 
, w s!c 3 z£ 


‘ I 
► . 



J 1 


7/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 1*9* 

7 


High -flyer 
whose 
attraction 
was fatal 


By Kate Wtfa on-Smyth 

YOUNG, black, female gy- 
naecologists are rare in the 
NHS and Joan Francisco was aD 


attractive and intelligent. But, 
as ter sister Margrette said, she 
had a certain naivety and was 
a poor judge of character and 
poor chooser of men. 

Dr Francisco’s relationship 
with Tony Diedrick ended in 
December 198S but he refused 
to accept it was over and on 
Boxing Day three years ago Dr 
Francisco was found dead in her 
\,west London flat: She had been 
• due to fly to Los Angeles to 
spend the end of Christinas with 
her asters, Margrette and (Mia. 
Her funeral was attended by 
some of Britain’s leading doc- 
tors and she was buried wear- 
ing her stethoscope. 

Diedrick was arrested in 
March 1995 but freed without 
charge. The Francisco family 
then brought a civil action and 
yesterday Diedrick was named 
in the High Court as the mur- 
der of Dr Francisco. The fam- 
ily is claiming up to £50,000 
compensation. 

Giving judgment, Mr Justice 
Alliot said Dr Francisco was a 
“remarkably attractive woman" 
who climbed high from a hum- 
isle background. She drove a 
BMW, went to dubs and friends 
included the former Wimble- 
don footballer John Fashanu 
and the boxer Lennox Lewis. 

But the picture of the jet-set- 
ting party animal was tem- 
pered by a more intimate 
portrait of. the home-loving 
baby of the family who played 
her mother's favourite pieces on 
the piano and delighted in giv- 
ing surprise presents. The firan- 
riscos lived in a modest hous£ 
t)n Acton, west London, and the 
three children were encour- 
aged to be carious from an ear- 
ly age. 

Their mother, Venus, from 
St Luda, was a nurse, and their 
father. Alfred, from Belize, 
taught maths, physics and tech- 
nical drawing in a secondary 
school until his retirement 

In an interview with the In- 
dependent last year Margrette 
readied the family moving to 
Saudi Arabia for a couple of 
years when the sisters were 


. young. "Father taught os at 
home, as- though he was teach- 
ing secondary-school students. 
He taught Joan to nse asfkfo 
role when she was five. He en- 
couraged us to have seeking 
minds and always be curious." 

All three sisters went to a 
school that was mainlywbste but 
race was never an issne for 
them. • - 

"What we projected was 
what wc expected and what we 
received,’’ said Margrette. wfao, 
with Celia, is a lawyer in Los 
Angeles. All three did well at 
school fait Joan was the star. 

"She was the most focused 
of all of us. When she had to 
study she wanted everybody 
else out of the way. She would 
listen to study tapes in her 
sleep in the hope that she 
would learn snblixninally. 

"She gave up chocolates for 
Lent and then later decided h 
wasn’t wise for a child to eat 
therm So, at the age of nine, she 
gave up for good. At oik stage, 
she decided that white flour 
wasn't good for her, so she 
baked her own bread every 
morning." 

But Dr Francisco also loved 
to dance and play the piano. At 
school she did the high jump 
and played netbalL 

However, her potential was 
not always appreciated at 
school and when she wanted to 
apply to medical college she was 
told she would not succeed, de- 
spite gaining straight As at A- 
leveL 

With a determination typi- 
cal of the entire Francisco fam- 
ily she applied for and was 
accepted by all five medical 
schools that she chose. She 
took up a place in 1 991 at the 
Royal Free Medical Hospital, 
where she -specialised in ob- 
stetrics and gynaecology. - 
Margrette said recently: 
“She loved her work and cared 
passionatefy about her patients. 
She said bringing life into the 
world and saving lives was the 
most valuable contribution she 
could make." 

Vfenus, said simply. “I sbed 
tears every day for the loss of 
my precious daughter who 
brought life to so many during 
her shortlife as a gynaecologist 
and obstetrician. What a waste 
of life and talent" 
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Triumph: Margrette, Venus and Celia Francisco yesterday after Tony Diedrick (right) was named as the kifler of Joan (above right) 
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Police chiefs urge ban 
on cannabis seed sales 


Bowled oven A man aiming for the spittoon during the Champagne Information Bureau's annual tasting at the 
Piaisterers* Hall in London yesterday; the UK is now the wine's largest export market Photograph: Philip Meech 


By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

NEW LAWS to ban the sale of 
cannabis seed and dope-grow- 
ing equipment are being urged 

by police chiefs, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

The Home Office is also be- 
ing pressed to bring in legisla- 
tion to introduce a new penalty 
forcing people caught in pos- 
session of cannabis to bave 
anti-drug counselling. First- 
time users would be given a 
choice between being prose- 
cuted or receiving a caution, 
plus some treatment. 

Both ideas are being pro- 
moted by the Association of 
Chief Police Officers (ACPO). 
in an attempt to damp down on 
the use and availability of 
cannabis, which is the most pop- 
ular drug in Britain. 

There is concern about the 
an upsurge in die number of 
people growing cannabis at 
home in the past five years, par- 
ticularly the strong “skunk* 1 
variety. Home-growers are ex- 



Drugs tsar Keith HeUawell 


ploiting a legal loop-hole that 
allows them to buy cannabis 
seeds and the growing equip-, 
meat legitimately from spe- 
cialist shops and mail order. 

The cultivation of cannabis 
plants is illegal, but not the sale 
or purchase of seeds. Many cul- 
tivators grow the drug for their 
own consumption, bat others 
produce crops worth tens of 
thousands of pounds to seU. 

Colin Phillips, Chief Con- 
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stable of Cumbria, and head of 
Aero’s drug committee, said he 
bad raised the issue with Keith 
Heflawefl, the new British “drugs 
tsar”, and would be urging Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, to 
introduce a new offence of pos- 
session of seed and plant-grow- 
ing equipment with the intention 
of cultivating cannabis. 

He said: “A large number of 
shops, spe cialising in the sup- 
ply of hydroponic [water cul- 
ture] growing equipment, have 
emerged throughout the coun- 
try... it is believed that some 
even supply small cuttings of 
canna bis plants. In addition, 
cannabis seed is supplied 
wholesale through various dis- 
tributors nationwide. As the law 
stands there is no specific of- 
fence of either supplying 
cannabis seed or supplying hy- 
droponic systems.” 

There are an estimated 
500,000 illegal cannabis plants 
being grown in Britain. Seeds 
cost from £40 to £70 for a pack- 
et of 10, depending on variety. 
Growing equipment, which in- 


cludes trays and a lighting sys- 
tem, starts at £75. 

Mr Phillips is also keen for 
the Government to adopt a 
scheme known as “caution 
plus”, which is being piloted m 
a small number of voluntary 
projects including West York- 
shire and Bristol. 

Under the system, anyone 
caught in possession of a small 
amount of cannabis on their 
first, second or possibly third 
time, is given the choice of re-; 
ceiving counselling as well as a 
caution. Chief constables be- 
lieve fhis system should be. 
made compulsory, although 
they acknowledge it would 
. need a huge injection of extra 
rash to pay for treatment cen- 
tres and counsellors. 

The number of cautions giv- 
en for possession of cannabis 
has increased almost tenfold in 
a decade, from 4,048 in 1986 ns 
40391 by 1995. 

Mr Phillips said that Home 
Office officials were “encour- 
aging" about the proposals and 
that discussions were on-going. 


Legalisation 
campaign rally 


By Graham Ball 

ON SATURDAY the cannabis 
debate takes to the streets of 
central London for the first time 
in 30 years. Supporters of the 
Independent On Sundafs cam- 
paign fo decriminalise Britain's 
most popular illicit drug are 
travelling from all over the 
country to Hyde Park for a 
march through the capital and 
a raUy m Trafalgar Square. 

The march will be led by 
Labour MP Paul Flynn, who 
will be joined by the founder of 
Italy’s Radical Party, Marco 
PanneHa, a prominent cam- 
paigner for refonn of European 
drug laws and MEPs from Bel- 
gium. Italy and France. Britain’s 
most colourful cannabis cam- 
paigner Howard Marks is also 
to speak at the rally. 

The police have issued a 
warning to motorists to avoid 
the Piccadilly and Park Lane 
area on Saturday afternoon. 
“We are expecting a crowd of 
between five and 16,000 
marchers,” a spokesman for the 
Metropolitan Police said. 

One of the organisers of the 
last legalise -cannabis mass 
demonstration in London in 
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I960, Caroline Coon, will be 
among the marchers this Sat- 
urday. “I'm tremendously ex- 
cited by this development,” 
said Ms Coon, a writer and 
artist and one of the founders 
of the drug charity Release. 

“1 was on the first London 
pot rally in 1967 and helped or- 
ganise the one the following 
year but I think this is going to 
be bigger. The drug issue is 
more important today than it 
was 30 years ago because we 
have all seen how the so-called 
war against drugs is really a war 
against people,” she said. 

Daring foe six months that 
foe campaign to decriminalise 
cannabis has been running in 
the/oS it has attracted the sup- 
port of many prominent figures 
in foe arts and entertainment, 
medicine and academia. The 
neurophysiologist Professor 
Colin Blakemore, Martin Amis, 
Harold Pinter, Margaret Drab- 
ble, Damien Him and legal ex- 
pert Professor Michael Zander 
are among the many who have 
signed the paper’s petition. 

■ Join Saturday’s march at Re- 
former's Thee in Hyde Park, 
central London, at midday. Infor- 
mation on: 0181 964 2692. 
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Headteachers 
attack parents 
over truancy 


Coastal approach: Brian Milton and Keith Reynolds coming in to land in France yesterday on the first teg of their journey Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Pilot in microlight convoy crashes in France 


A ROUND- the-worid attempt by two 
microliglit pilots was marred by a se- 
rious accident yesterday when a col- 
league travelling in convoy was hurt 
in a crash. 

Phil Good was p r ep arin g to By back 
to Britain bun Le Tbnqnet on the 
French coast when his microliglit 


crashed. He had flown across the Eng- 
lish Channel with 33 other jnicrofights 
accompanying Brian Milton and Kei- 
th Reynolds in GT Global Flyer which 
had set off eartter yesterday cm the first 
leg of their journey from Brooklands 
Museum near Vfeybridge, Surrey; in an 
attempt to recreate the epic journey 


matte by Phileas Fogg in Jules Verne's 
novel Around the Worid in Eighty Days. 

Simon Newiyn. publicity director 
for GT Global Flyer, said: “The tragic 
accident happened at about 1130pm 
GMT when Mr Good was starting his 
aircraft to return to England when it 
appeared to reach foil revs and run oat 


of control. The micro light hit anoth- 
er aircraft on the tarmac and crashed 
into an airport budding." 

One eyewitness at the airport said 
the mkrofight crashed thnm^i the win- 
dows of the passport-control building. 
Mr Good was taken to hospital after be- 
ing treated for injuries on the airfield. 


By Ben Rimed 

Education Correspondent 

HEADTEACHERS yesterday 
called for legislation to outlaw 
parents from takmgdaeapijenn- 
time holidays as pari of a crack- 
down on persistent truants. 

The National Association of 
Head Tfcachers (NAHT) also 
urged stem action against chil- 
dren who are continually late 
and said that it would back 
moves towards cutting child 
benefit from those parents who 
encouraged their children not 
to attend school 

David Hart, general secre- 
tary of the NAHT said that late- 
ness for lessens and children 
being taken out of school for 
holidays eroded discipline and 
encouraged truancy. A union 
submission to ministers argues 
that both can foster a "lax at- 
titude'' to attending school. 

Heads say it is essential to 
convince parents that “truancy 
equals poor results, leading to 
unemployment, crime and a 
wasted life". Estimates suggest 
that as many as a million chil- 
dren play truant at some time. 
Some arc as young as seven. 

Headteachers are hoping 
the Prime Minister's Social Er- 


doskm Unit will back a hard line 
on truancy. The unit, set up to 
“think the unthinkable", is un- 
deretnod to haw floated the idea 
of withdrawing child benefit as 
a way of bringing into line par- 
ents whose children play truant. 

Mr Han said that benefit 
cuts could be used as an alter- 
native to prosecution in the rare 
cases where parents persis- 
tently fail to make sure their 
children go to school. 

He said: "Parental duties 
must be tackled with as much 
vigour as parental rights. Far too 
often parents either connive at 
their children’s truancy or faO 
to take seriously their chil- 
dren’s exclusion from school." 

He said new penalties 
should be considered to deal 
with what be called a hard 
core of parents who “actively 
encourage non-attendance". 

From September, aO parents 
and children will have to sign 
new home-school contracts, 
covering truancy, homework 
and general discipline. 

But Mr Hart called for 
stronger action against parents 
who “arrogantly" lake their 
children out of school. He said: 
“The Government must change 
the law and simply make it il- 


legal for parents to take their 
children away front school dur- 
ing term time. That would send 
a strong message to parents Hint 
they arc supposed to have their 

children at school." 

Margaret Morrissey, spokes- 
woman for the National Asso- 
ciation of Parent Teacher 
Associations, said parents 
would be helped if the heavy 
peak-time cost of travel was re- 
duced. She said: “ Wc really 
need to be gelling together with 
the travel agents, ami all the 
people who make money out of 
parents at holiday time. Wc do 
not condone parents who take 
children out of school but it can 
be understandable. 

“What we would like to sec 
is some support for parents who 
arc failing to get their children 
to go to schooL" 

The Government has com- 
mitted £21 ra to initiatives de- 
signed lo reduce truancy. 
Parents who fail lo ensure that 
their children attend school al- 
ready face fines of up tail JUKI, 
but prosecutions are rare. 

An Audit Commission study 
has shown that two-thirds of 
school -age offenders against 
the law are either excluded 
pupils or persistent truants. 


Genetic-crop threat 
to wildlife survival 


By Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

FIELDS of genetically engi- 
neered crops may lead to the 
starvation of wildlife, govern- 
ment advisers warned yesterday. 
Birds and insects could be de- 
prived of the weeds and weed 
seeds which arc an important' 
food source. 

♦ The reason is that many of 
these crops are designed to be 
used with broad-spectrum her- 
bicides which wipe out every 
kind of plant except the crop it- 
self, which has been genetical- 
ly tiwdified to be resistant to the 
weedkiller. 

The Advisory Committee on 
Releases to the Environment is- 
concerned that when this revo- 
lutionary tedinalQgy takes oil, ce- 
real fields and their borders will 
be even moreweedfree than they 
are with modem mteqswefiarm- 


ing techniques. The committee’s 
chairman, John Beringer, Pro- 
fessor of Molecular Genetics at 
Bristol University, said: “ft could 
be cranking up the pressure on 
species if tins technology pro- 
ceeds to the fim/L*’ 

The rommittee’s job is to ad- 
vise ministers oo what genetically 
modified organisms, or GMOs, 
can safely be released for use in 
the ermromneriL GMOs arc 
created when genes from one 
plant or animal are drifted per- 
manently into the DNA of an- 
other, creating varieties ualikdy 
to arise m evolution or through 
ordinary breeding techniques. 

Sev^oan^panksarejdstlnig 
to bring GMOs to Europe. The 
crops arc widely grown in the 
United States, but in the Euro- 
pean Union they face hurdles .set 
up by the EU and by its mem- 
ber states. There have been many 
small trials, but the earliest that 


a GMOcan Jegafly be planted on 
' a commercial basis will probably 
be next spring or later. 'Die front- 
runner is a modified oilseed 
rape owned by a Belgian com- 
pany, Plant Genetic Systems. 

The committee yesterday 
held its first press conference, 
on the publication of its fourth 
annual report, reflecting mem- 
be^edneern that the public is 
baffled and fearful about ge- 
netic engineering. 

Professor Beringer said that 
the committee’s main aim was 
not to endorse anyGMO prod- 
uct which was more harmful 
than its ordinary equivalent. 

The committee considers 
each application case by case. 
That meant it may miss the 
cumulative impact of many 
GMOs being approved and 
grown in Britain, he said, adding: 
“We ought to flag up things 
which could be a problem.” 


UPTO 


| 1 DIRECT LINE INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNT 

IP 0/gross 

7 9 Zb /o 

Small space. 

Big savings rate. 


BtabHica 

Annual Grass Ran* 

£1-64.99? 

5JMX 

£5.000 - 69.999 

6J5% 

610,000 - £24,999 

TM% 

£25,000-649,999 

7JOSX 

£50.000 -699.999 

7JSX 

£106,000+ 

7J5* 



OM rfthe ^ ^ ^ 

0181 667 1121 0161 833 1121 0141221 1121 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CA1J. ANYTIME am W 8pm Mond^ to Fndvand »«m » 

A Royal Bank of Seodand company; ,IW quo* r»UNPlZ3 


■nd npnifiVim of Km 


■ullrfili on rvquxz. Dima Uh 

|d<, i—i ■»** *1 pomtorv 


informative: 


With effect from 1 April 199S: 


The fee for returning cheques, standing orders 
and direct debits unpaid, due to the lack 

of funds or available overdraft will be 

increased from £30 to £35 per item. 

The Excess Overdraft Fee will be Increased . 

from £7.50 to £8.50. 


13 

* £ 

=5 

£ 




Evans in 
bid for 
digital 
radio 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 



THE rather dry world of digi- 
tal radio was given an injection 
of life yesterday when it was an- 
nounced that the unlikely bed- 
fellows of Classic FM and Chris 
Evans were joining forces to ap- 
ply for a digital radio licence. 

Digital radio - known as 
DAB -wil] mean compact disc- 
quality sound coming out of ra- 
dios which never crackle or lose 
thdrsgnd.lt can broadcast text, 
graphics, pictures and informa- 
tion services and can talk to per- 
sonal and laptop computers. 

The Radio Authority adver- 
tised a national commercial dig- 
jlal Kcencuyesuaffay thatwili give 

the winner 12 years to establish, 
mcwr^^itjoovviibtlje^Ct^- 
ilal radio in foe United Kingdom. 

Chris Evans’ Ginger Media 
Group has joined forces in the 
first bid to be announced with 
GWR, owners of Classic FM aod 
a network of tool radio stations. 
The bid was in the name of a new 
consortium, Digital One. 
Richard Branson, a part-owner 
of Ginger Media Group, is ex- 
pected to get involved in the bid. 

Other radio groups, such as 
London's Capital and EMAR 
are also expected to bid for the 
licence by the June deadline. 
The Radio Authority wants 
whoever wins to encourage peo- 
ple to buy digital radios - cur- 
rently retailing for more than 
£ 1 , 000 -so they can be mass pro- 
duced and the price will fall 
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Blacks still facing 
hard times in 
Liverpool’s own 
form of apartheid 




Empty promises: Stephen Nzie 
in Granby Street, Toxteth, • _ 
once a vibrant mixture of v . 
residential homes and shop*, 
now virtually deserted, with 
shops boarded up and many , 
buildings pulled down 


Photograph;. 
Martin RkJtett/Newsraara 


By Kim Sengupca 


THE PUB ai Liverpool dockside is 
for (he mainly black clientele. “They 
generally kepi lugether. the poor fel- 
Utws. because they were at a disad- 
vantage singly, and liable to slights 
in neighbouring streets." a police chief 
I told a \ isiiing writer from London. 

That was in I KM, and the writer 
was Charles Dickens. When An- 
thony Bctins. The Independent's 
political editor, reported from his 
luiii e dry in IY89. a huge number 
ol the pubs were still segregated and 
the police, many loeal blacks would 
say. were a lot less sympathetic. 

The Independent's investigation 
into community relations in Liver- 
pool followed u damning report by 
Lord Gifford who found that racial 
discrimination in Liverpool was 
“uniquely horrific." Mr Bevins con- 
cluded that the city practised "its 
own unique brand of apartheid," 
and the population, including some 
blacks, close their mind to this fact. 

Nine years on, Tony Blair stat- 
ed his commitment to a multicul- 
tural Britain. But the city his wife, 
Chcric. was bom and raised in re- 
mains divided and full of distrust. 


There are people who say little has 
changed. Liverpool, which has the 
oldest residential black population 
in the country, has just one black 
councillor out of 99, and just 03 per 
cent of local authority employees is 
estimated to be black. In 1996, a sur- 
vey by the University of Liverpool 
suggested that one in every two 
members of the area's ethnic pop- 
ulation had suffered racial abuse. 

Just a mile from the predomi- 
nantly black area of Toxteth is the 
city centre where it is hig hly unusual 
to see a black person serving at the 
stores, or working in offices. 

Over the years, Liverpool has built 
up a reputation as a place of racial 
tolerance and harmony. That, say 
black activists, is a mirage. The city 
had effectively operated a policy of 
segregation punctuated by outbreaks 
of violence. In 1919 and in 1948 there 
were race riots. Blacks were kept out 
of the better jobs and lived in areas 
with the worst housing; 

In 1984, the Commission for 
Racial Equality reported systemat- 
ic discrimination in the city coun- 
cil’s housing policy. Five years later, 
the CRE issued a formal non-dis- 
crimination notice against the coun- 



- v ■ 

of a council redevelopment oper^ 

tion, but locals claim they had Hfl*. 
been property consulted, and; the , 
community does, not want to bedis* ■ 
persed in this fashion. _ .jfc ‘ 

Stephen Nze said: “It just shows: 
the contempt they have for people; - 
around here. They would n«T; 
behave like this towards white perjp 
pie in north LiverpooL In their eyt$ v . 
our opinion isn’t worth anything _ 
HeseUme poured a lot of money ia£ : 
but what happened to it?” -;p i*-.i 
Academics and . other experts ' 


cQ because nothing had been done. 
The discrimination had continued 
during Militant's stormy stewardship 
of the city. In feet, Derek Hatton 
and his comrades were vehement- 
ly opposed to any form of special 
help being given to the e thni c mi- 
norities because they claimed it 
would lead to a white backlash and 
weaken working-class solidarity. 

This working-das solidarity does 
not extend to white residents ac- 
cepting blacks as their neighbours 


in the better off working-class areas, 
say pressure groups. The best of the 
council and Housing Trust proper- 
ties is in the north of the city, and 
few black families who moved there 
from the south have managed to set- 
tle. most driven out by harassment 
At the Liverpool 8 Law Centre, 
which grew out of the Liverpool 8 
Defence Committee following the 
Toxteth riots, co-ordinator Maria 
O’Reilly, said; “There are parts of 
north Liverpool where black peo- 


ple would not go alone after dark 
because they would be attacked and 
may even be killed This is not melo- 
dramatic, you do find black dead 
bodies there and no one knows what 
had happened. Black families who 
have moved there also face a lot of 
harassment What has improved in 
the last nine years? Next to noth- 
ing. Liverpool is a deeply racist city 
with its own form of apartheid. It's 
a strange situation, white Liverpool 
people denounce apartheid in 


South Africa, yet fail to see a prob- 
lem here. No wonder black people 
feel that they don’t matter in the 
eyes of the authorities ” 

The feeling of disenchantment 
and hopelessness is felt acutely in 
the streets of Tbxteth. Granby Street 
was once a busy mixture of resi- 
dential housing and shops. Now it 
Iks virtually deserted with shattered 
shops, empty homes and the rubble 
of pulled down buildings. 

The Granby Street project is pari 


maintain that black pressure groups 
are wrong to state that th eir views- 
are totally ignored. Gideon Ben? 

Tbvim, a councillor and university- 
reader, said: “The ethnic minorities, 
now do have greater access 
chann els K> the authorities, so ip that' 1 
respect things have improve*^ 
although they are far from perfect-^ 
Anne Wright, equality manage* 
at Liverpool City Council, stressed? 
that the council was not sanguine; 
about the situation. She pointed oat)! 
that a number of measures have^ 
been taken to further racial equal-$ 
ity, adding; “We know there is aj 
major problem, and it is not some-3 
thing we are taking lightly.” - J 
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POEIQE mvcstigating'foeTntff- 
dcr j pf .the ; blid6 teenager 
Stephen Lawrence were given 
the names of the five main sus- 
pects within 24 hours but failed 
to arrest them until a fortnight 
later, the judicial inquiry into his 
death was told yesterday. 

That derision was described 
as “seriously flawed” by Ed- 
mund Lawson, QC, the gov- 
ernment-appointed counsel to 
the inquiry, who used the first 
day of the hearing to deliver a 
blistering critique of the conduct 
of the police investigation. Mr 
Lawson highlighted examples of 
alleged incompetence at every 
stage, including the “crass” fail- 
ure of a surveillance photogra- 
pher to report two incidents of 
bags being removed from the 
home of two suspects - bags 
which, he said, might have con- 
tained bloodstained clothing. 

The inquiry, ordered by the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, is 
examining issues arising from 
the death of Stephen, IS, who 
was stabbed by a white gang at 
a bus stop in ELtham, south-east 
London, five years ago. Mr 
Lawson’s criticisms were 
echoed by Michael Manrfield. 
QC, counsel for the Lawrence 
family, who said the identities 
of the five white youths were re- 
peated to detectives tty 26 dif- 
ferent sources - including three 
police officers - in the two 
weeks before the arrests. 

The suspects, members of 
a local gang, were named in tele- 
phone calls to the incident 
room and in anonymous letters . 
as being involved in Stephen’s 
murder as well as in a recent 

spate of racist killings and at- 
tacks rn the area. Charges 
against the five youlhs - NeB and 
Jamie Aconrt, Gary Dobson, 


David Norris and Uike Kinght 
. - were all dropped before trial, 
private proSectBw&atak-. 
ei* out by Stepfa&Vp&eHtsfV 
Doreen and Neville Lawrence, 
was also unsuccessful The in- 
quiry, chaired by Sir William 
Macpherson of Cluny, plans to 
call the five to give evidence. 

Delivering his opening 
speech, with Mr and Mrs 
Lawrence at his side, Mr Mans- 
field said the investigation had 
been undermined from the start 
by racism. “The magnitude of 
the failure in this case cannot 


added.*_“The mordinate and 
extensive delays and inactions 
'grveTfte to one plain question: 

! Was^tnnfifiaf Tri iH is fl ga j fon 
ever intended to result in asuc-d 
cessful prosecution?” ^ 
He said it was incredible^ 
given that 56 officers were as- 
signed to the case on the:first 
night, that - be alleged - there 
was no systematic search of. the 
area and witnesses were not' 


ki 


Stephen Lawrence: Stabbed 
by a gang of white youths 


be explained by mere incom- 
petence, or a lack of direction 
by senior officers, or a lack of 
execution by junior officers, or 
by woeful under-resourc ing 
“So much was missed by so 
many that deeper canses and 
forces must be considered. The 
forces relate to two main propo- 
sitions. One, that the victim was 
black, and that there was as a 
result a racism, conscious and 
unconscious, that permeated 
the investigation. TVo, the fact 
that the perpetrators were white 
and were expecting some form 
of protection.” Mr Mansfield 


properly debriefed. 

Pureiring the theme of racial • 
disharmony, Mr Mansfield 
quoted from a statement that . 
Mis Lawrence is to make to die 
inquiry today. Ia it she says; 
“Stephen was well-loved and,, 
had he been given the chance 
to survive, maybe he would 
have been the one to badge the ■ 
gap between blade and white. 
Because he did not distinguish, 
between black and white; he saw- 
people as people.” 

For his part, Mr Lawson was . 
particularly sea thing about the 
“inexcusable” failure of officers 
to act on early tip-offs, and the- • 
resulting delays before identi- 
ty parades were held and sus- • 
pects’ houses were searched. 

“It appears that in a niuxK 
ber of material respects, the po- 
lice conduct of the investigation 
went badly wrong," he said.. 
“Why weren’t those arrests and 
searches carried out much, 
much more quickly? The police, 
if they can, must answer the in-‘ 
dictment of delay." i 

A catalogue of police errors 
listed Ity Mr Lawson included 
their alleged failure to admrn-^ 
ister first aid to Stephen at the- ■ 
scene, to liaise sensitively witji' 
his family or to deal appropri-? 
atety with important witnesses- 
such as Duwayne • Brooks^ 
Stephen’s friend. Forensic etfe 


deoce such as a Noodstamecf/^ 

sue was lost, he said. V*;‘ 
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By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 




irfOMtAWf 


‘AnMnamaffiaOhiaiDta anted teaccoutwwy 90 d«w 





ONCE to watch TV actors play 
out a courtroom drama in front 
of a jury of real people you had 
to be taking a sidrie. The three 
day format of Grown Court in 
the Seventies meant people of- 
ten extended their sick leave af- 
ter they were wen so they could 
see the verdict from fictitious 
Fulcb ester on a Friday after- 
noon. 

But now it is back and you 
won’t have to lie to your boss. 

This summer XTV is resurrect- 
ing the Crown Court format in 


Accused, a new, weekly hour- 
long courtroom drama tha t will 
air in the evening peak time, Ac- 
lora will again play the de- 
fence, prosecution, witnesses 
and judges, while members of 
the public will form the jury, and 
come to an unscripted veidicL 

ITV announced the new 
show in its Spring and Summer 
season launch yesterday and 
turned that the viewing figures 
for the Louise Woodward trial 
had influenced its thinking. 

“There is scope for a court 
room drama in peak ti me " 
said David Liddiment, ITVs di- 
rector programming, “The 


.. . . . • rS 

idea of using members of the. 
public for the jury has always 
been an attractive idea. Crowd - 
Court used to have fantastic?, ' 
writers and powerful stories 
and I want this to be a modflrijU 
drama with realty comemporatyj. 
stories.” 

Mr Liddiment said that 
ing real people in a jury wastSfc 
closest television could com&fd* . 
Court TV in America which'affO^ 
Lracfa big audiences foe msjasil 
trials. In the UK, satellite ctan^‘ 
nel Sky News quadrupled it$) 
viewing figures when it. foF-' 
lowed the Woodward trial. - - 
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French right salutes ‘Le Blairisme 


"fr 


By John Lichfield 

in Pans 


U was a speech with something for 
everyone hut one which delighted, 
most of all, the beleaguered French 
centre-right. Tony Blair's speech to 

the Notional Assembly in Paris yes- 
terday had gone through several 
drafts. The Prime Minister appar- 
ently wanted it to be a significant 
speech, not just a piece of rhetori- 
cal wall -pa per. 

His account of the Blairist “third 
way - was applauded, cheered and 
whooped by parliamentarians of the 
French right. It was received at best 
politely, and for long passages in si- 


lence, by the Socialist and Commu- 
nist deputies. Mr Blair, speaking in 
convincing French, made something 
of an ideological faiixpas at the be- 
ginning of his 35-minute speech 
withajoking reminiscence of his stu- 
dent days in Paris. When he worked 
in the French capital as a waiter 25 
years ago, the Prime Minister re- 
called, he was supposed to put all bis 
tips in a common poL It was a cou- 
ple of weeks before he realised that 
he was the only person doing so. “It 
was my first lesson in applied so- 
cialism". 

There was thunderous applause 
from Gaullist and liberal deputies; 
a deafening and stony-faced silence 


on the left side of the hemicyde. 
Jokes about Socialism may be fine 
in Blairist New Britain but the ide- 
al and the word - if not the practice 
- are still treated with reverence on 
the French left. His appeal for the 
“re-founding" of the friendship be- 
tween Britain and France was sin- 
cerely meant, according to someone 
who worked on the various drafts. Mr 
Blair called for the 90-year-old En- 
tente Cordiale to be recreated as 
“une entente nielle, one entente pro 
fbnde" (a real understanding, a 
deep understanding). 

The specifics of what this might 
mean were a little thin. Mr Blair and 
the French Socialist prime minister. 


Lionel Jospin, are to set up a joint 
task-force to study ways of helping 
small businesses. Mr Blair urged the 
rapid creation of a permanent 
French-British military rapid-de- 
ployment force. This is an interest- 
ing idea but has been under 
discussion in Paris and London for 
several years. On Europe, there 
were many words to satisfy the most 
pro-European French politicians. -/ 
Britain will be "prepared” to 
join the enro, “do not doubt that", 
when the “dear and unambiguous” 
economic facts made it economically 
sensible for Britain to join. Mr Blair 
called for more European integra- 
tion to protect the environment and 


to fight crime and drugs. He also 
called for the reform of the £U to. 
give it astronger political dimension 
- “a political commitment to-com- 
munity" - which is also a FYeochpre 1 
occupation. 

But in a passage which might 
have fallen out of a Sun editorial, be 
rejected a “Europe of conformity” 
and any EU move to harmonise ed- 
ucation. health personal taxes, cul- 
ture and identify. Fortunately, ho 
such EU proposals exist. But what 
turned into the most controversial 
section of the speech was the long, 
seemingly straightforward central 
passage defending New Labourism, 
Biairism and Che “third way” between 


interventionist Socialism and free- 
market capitalism- There was little 
here that Mr Blair had not said a 
hundred times before, in Britain. 

Blaidsm was, he said, “an attempt 
to make realistic sense of the mod- 
ern world. It is a world in which love 
of ideals is but . addiction to 

ideology can be fatal i .. there are no 
ideological preconditions, no pre-de- 
t di mme d veto on means. : What 
counts is what works 

These words brought cheers and 
wild applause from the centre-right 

deputies and s2ehc© "from the So- 
cialists, Greens and Communists 
who form the Jospin government 

Mr Blair and his-spcedxwriteis 


had perhaps forgotten thC4»tent .'if' 
which “Le Blairisme*’ has been 
made a weaponry the French right • 
to assault the allegedly antediluvian ' 
Ftench left Mr Blair’s words 
a perfectly reasonable defence p£. 
New Labour but in the French^ 
context, thtfy were heard by' b^h' 
sides as an implied criticism of me* 
Jospm administration. MFBhfrbmj. 

the good sense - and the 
French - to interject at this stage:; 
“And the present [ScrcialisMdg} 
French government is i panagin g^e 
economy very wefl.” . .t‘: 

He received a standing 
.from deputies of all.] 
suasions at the end. 


School swot with 
a taste for clanger 


THE icam of tough-minded 
Russian wheeler-dealers whom 
the West is so fond of calling 
young reformers is not entire- 
ly dull. One is cheerfully fend- 
ing off allegations that he was 

- horror of horrors - witness 
to a striptease. Five others arc 
smarting after being caught in 
a dodgy book deal. 

But Sergei Kiriyenko. Rus- 
sia’s acting prime minister, 
looks like the genuine article, 
an earnest technocrat who has 
quietly, cleanly and calculaUxOy 
glided up the ladder into one 
of the lop jobsBt the age of 35. 

Mr Krivenko was a fresh- 
man cabinet minister until 
Monday, when he was ushered 
into the limelight with the 
startled air of a school swot 
who has - against all the odds 

- won the hammer throwing 
competition. No one in 
Moscow foresaw him as Boris 
Yeltsin’s choice to replace Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin, whom the 
Russian President dismissed on 
Monday along with Anatofy 

- the guru of the 
market-orientated reformas- 
and the Interior Minister, Anar 
tofy Kulikov. 

,/klUiough an obscure figure, 
some of Mr Krivenko's traits 
are clear enough. Balding and 
bespectacled, he looks like u 
kindly bank clerk. But he has 
u gift for making powerful al- 
lies. The biggest name in his ad- 
dress book: Boris Nemtsov, the 
glitzy governor whom Boris 
Yeltsin made First Deputy 
Prime Minister nearly a year 


Phil Reeves and 
Helen Womack 

in Moscow profile 
Sergei Kiriyenko 

ago. But he also has ties with 
Mr Chubais, with whom he 
fought side-by-side to per- 
suade diehard federal min- 
istries Lo bring Russia's vast 
energy subsidies under control. 

Crucially, the oil and media 
magnate Boris Berezovsky - 
one of Russia's tiny clique of 
kingmakers - is said to be on 
his side. Mr Kiriyenko was 
one of the first friends Mr 
Nemtsov invited to Moscow af- 
ter his own promotion, com- 
pleting a journey that began 
years earlier in the provinces. 

After school in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, the Geor- 
gian-born Kiriyenko - the son 
of a professor- set about a text- 
book Soviet career path. He 
graduated from a ship-building 
Institute in Gorki, and then 
.maye^l to Nizhny Novgorod 
where he became a leader of 
the Komsomol, the organisa- 
tion for young Communists. 
After a brief flirtation with 
banking, he went into the oil 
business, becoming head of a 
regional refinery, before mov- 
ing to the energy ministry as Mr 
Nemtsov's protege. 

Once in Moscow, he firmed 
up his pro-market leanings by 
pushing forward with plans 


for state seD-offis, notably Ros- 
neft. and freeing industrial gi- 
ants from their overwhelming 
social welfare obligations, such 
as schools, shops, and kinder- 
gartens for their employees' 
famili es. In November, he took 
over from Mr Nemtsov as 
head of the Fuel and Energy 
Ministry responsible for the en- 
gine room of Russia's shrunk- 
en economy - the oil 
companies, and the natural 
gas monopoly Gazprom. His 
new acquaintances in Moscow 
found him pragmatic, even- 
tempered, but determined. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Mr Kiriyenko is a 
blip on the screen, or will play 
a larger role in Russia’s histo- 
ry. He has been asked to name 
a cabinet in a week, though 
Boris Yeltsin will have the fi- 
nal say. His appointment is sub- 
ject to the approval of the State 
Duma, the tower house of par- 
liament whose powerful Com- 
munist lobby is already 
grumbling. 

He is - sources say- fond 
ofri&ky sports such aspot-hoL 
ing and mountain climbing. 
This is an advantage: 1b survive 
the job he must be able to 
weather intrigues, in and out of 
the Kremlin: battle corrup- 
tion, hack a path through a le- 
gal quagmire, and appease a 
frustrated public. 

“The Government has been 
thrown out, but we are still cold 
and hungry.” demonstrators in 
Vladivostok complained yes- 
terday. 



Kosovo’s war 



By Steve Cramhacw 
in Tushille 


Serge Kiriyenko: Mild-mannered appearance, powerful allies 


Photograph: Reuter 


Yeltsin fires second cannonade at aides 


IN KOSOVO’s Drenica region, 
you are surrounded by the Chi- 
nese whispers of a war zone. A 
- few miles down the road fyou 
are constantly warned) there is 
shooting, snipers; His impossi- 
ble to move. The reality - once 
yon lave passed the' Serb 
checkpoints, where armed men 
.in bull et^proof vests scrutinise 
. every document, is less dra- 
matic, tboUgh jnst as sinister 

Those inside. the. ring of 
steel say there has been little 
shooting in recent days. But 
. they Dye a life (rfbanen misery. 
In the past few weeks; 80 Al- 
banian men, women and chil- 
dren have been killed by Serb 
. forces in ‘‘anti-tenorist opera- 
tions”. SonreviDages have been 
destroyed and others aban- 
doned, for fear of suffering a 
similar fete. 

- After passing the- final 
checkpoint, you drive through 
a jjhostly landscape of locked , 
and shuttefdd lfouses. Occa~~ 
. radiBajfyypb jfccsasinafl; group 
of Wren wtib^Staud silently, 
watching the road. Invariably, 
they deny they are members of 
the seemingly invisible Kosovo 
Liberation Army. They are 
merely “protecting the houses”. 

There is fear on both sides. 
The Serbian forces are wary of 
roaming here. Albanians, too, 
dare not move, for fear of what 
the Serb forces might do. For- 
eign journalists and aid work- 
ers are the only people who 
travel through this dead zone. 

Just west of the deserted vil- 
lage of Lausha, a bumpy track 
runs down along a stream, past 


a frozen waterfall, to the) 

let of Tushille. Here, hundred, 
of refugees are gathered. Iiitti^ 
schoolroom, they wait listless^ 
ly. Other than bread andwated, 
there is nothing to eat. Ther^' 
was a' visit this week “ 
Mfidetins sans Froi 
bringing medicines. But 
supplies do not get through. ' 

, ' '“We .fltti our village 

the police started shooting.T 
two days, we slept in the morafrf 
tains,” says Nfihane,41, cradKdgT. 
heryoungdaughter.“My broth- - ; 
er and sister have.been killed. 
My uncle was killed. Now Fm 
not afraid of war. Nothing can 
be worse than what they [the 
Serbs] have airearfy done.” 

. The five-country contact 
group - Britain, France, Ger- 
many, Russia and the United 
States - meets today to decide - 
what to do about Serbia’s bru- 
tal crackdown, but President 
Slobodan Milosevic has rarefy 
been bothered about interna- 
tional criticism before. 

In one respect, the Albani- 
ans in TtishlUe seem crushed. 
But if would be absurd to sup- 
pose Serbia’s tough policy will 
spell an end to the Albanians' 
struggle for Kosovo’s indepen- 
dence. . Drenica is seeing the 
radicalism of despair. “There is 
no KLA," claims one woman in 
Tushille. “We’re all for the 
KLA,” says another. A third 
woman declares: T want the 
peaceful way. But we must pro- 
tea our homes." 

■ Decani ( AP) - One police- 
man was killed and several 
were seriously wounded yes- 
terday at Rzic, near Decani in 
Kosovo yesterday, the Yugoslav . 
news agency Tan jug said. 
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A DAY after being plucked 
In hii obscurity to become act- 
ing prime minister of a huge 
and restless nuclear power, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, yesterday 
began work in forming a gov- 
ernment - without knowing fur 
sure whether his own job is per- 
manent. writes Phil Reeves. 

As he did so. Boris Yeltsin 
fired off a .second cannonade in 
his eccentric campaign to prove 
to his countrymen and the 


world that he remains in charge 
of Russia, despite his ailments 
and the struggling economy. 

In a cameo performance on 
television one day after dis- 
missing his entire government, 
including premier Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, the 67-ycar-old Pres- 
ident turned his ire an his own 
aides. “We must create an en- 
vironment in which everyone 
knows and feels that a failure 
lo fulfil orders means death," he 


said. “You will have immediately 
to submit your resignation." 

Mr Yeltsin's latest flourish of 
the axe through the ranks of his 
team was dearly timed. On 9 
April the Communist opposi- 
tion plans mass demonstrations 

to call for the rumwal of the gov- 
ernment. and to protest at Rus- 
sia's vast wages and pension 
arrears and economic disarray. 
But it also belongs lo his broad- 
er ambition to win a place in his- 


tory as a reformer. Tomorrow, 
he hopes to bask anew in the in- 
ternational limelight by hosting 
a summit with French president, 
Jacques Chirac, and Helmut 
Kohl the German Chancellor. 

The little-known Mr 
Kiriyenko, 35, has been given 
a week by Mr Yeltsin to form 
a government. Bat although he 
fired them all Mr Yeltsin has 
already indicated that he does 
not intend to dispense with 


many ministers beyond Mr 
Chernomyrdin, his leading 
market reformer Anatofy 
Chubais and the interior min- 
ister, Anatoly Kulikov. The 
jobs of two key players- foreign 
minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
and defence minister Sergei 
Sergeyev - arc considered safe. 

Whether Mr Kiriyenko be- 
comes prime minister remains 
uncertain. A political novice, 
with only a three-month stint as 


fuel and energy minister under 
his belt, Mr Kiriyenko may have 
been chosen by Mr Yeltsin as a 
bargaining chip in negotiations 
over the next premier with par- 
liament. The Russian press has 
been seething with speculation. 
Among those tipped are the 
mayor of Moscow, Yuri 
Luzhkov, first deputy prime 
minister, Boris Nemtsov, and 
Ivan Rybkin, minister for Com- 
monwealth affairs. 


“I wanted to help children and 
run my own business. Kumon 
allows me to combine the two” 




KUMON 

MATHS 




Due to demand, throughout the UK Kumon is 
lookingjor enthusiastic individuals to run study 
centres in their local areas. 

• Flexible, part-time work 

• An opportunity to build your business 

• The support of the world-leader in this 
field. Kumon has over 2J3 million students 
worldwide 

• No ceding on success 

• Complementaiy to school work 

• Suitable for children of all ages and 
abilities 

• dear focus on foundation skills; promotes 
self-discipline and good study skills 

For a free affirmation pack contact Stephen Ward 
on 0181 447 9010. Introductory Meetings ‘are 
heidregularfy at selected locations across the UK. 


KUMON EDUCATIONAL UK, 5th FLOOR, THE GRANGE, 100 HIGH STREET, SOUTHGATE, LONDON N14 6ES 
TH.: 0181 447 9010. FAX: 0181 447-9030. 
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HOUR. WE'LL GIVE 


YOU £10'. THE AA 


AND RAC WON’T 


Kow'stftis tar speed? On average, Green 
Flag reach you ta Just 3S rnlnules” 
How's this tar cost? Cover starts from 
only C27.30 per annum. 

That'* faster and cheaper than the AA 
and RAC. They earn boat us. So join us. 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 

■Upon reev.pl g> Claim CIO chaqus will be issued 
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
Aung San Sun Kyi 
and Jose Ramos Horta 

ASEM n - THE ALTERNATIVE STATE RECEPTION 
FOR THE UNREPRESENTED PEOPLES OF ASIA 
hosted by 

Joanna Lumiey 

Tbs Royal Institution. 21 Atbermarle Street, London W1 
6pm-lQpro Thursday 2nd April 1998 
‘Wine and canapes win be served 

ASEM Q in London os 3-4 April is a Heads of Stale meeting to 
pomote trade and investment between Asia and Europe. Millions of 
people are Jarring human rights abuses and oppressi on in Asia and 
yet they win have no voice at ASEM H. The Alternative State 
Reception will highlight these Issues and give a voice to the 
32“ of Asia. Guest speakers wffl include three 
K* 1 ** R*hk» Horn of East Timer and, on 

^ S® 1 ® Lamaof Ijbei and Aung San Sun Kyi 

. Barma ActionGroup, BritiJh 
Nad ™ al Women's Network; and the 
worked together to organise this 
mspnmg occasion far Peace. Freedom and Democracy. 

1“ a mb ? i rmTm donation of £25. Donations to 
P “P*” 1 ? T °l«ntary organisations will be very 
gratefully received and used lo suorvirr Pam> _ Jj 
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is test one of the ways you can save on fuel consumption. Fop more ideas 
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Clinton 
plays for 
time over 
Monica 


WASHINGTON’S Bill and 
Monica show could run and 
run, it emerged yesterday, out- 
lasting Mr Clinton's presiden- 
cy and giving the independent 
prosecutor, Kenneth Starr, the 
sort of job security his peers 
could only dream-of. 

The prospect that the in- 
vestigation into President din- 
ton's relationship with the 
White House trainee Monica 
Lewinsky might not be con- 
cluded as envisaged in the next 
few weeks was raised by the 
President’s controversial deci- 
sion to invoke "executive priv- 
ilege” to shield conversations 
with aides. 

Mr Clinton’s legal team 
confirmed ai the weekend that 
they were invoking executive 
privilege to excuse members of 
the President’s team from an- 
swering certain questions in the 
Monica Lewinsky case. 

The plea involved two of Mr 
Clinton’s closest aides: Bruce 
Lindsey, his longtime associate 
and deputy legal adviser, and 
the White House media guru 
Sidney BlumenthaL Both aides 
have already testified before 
tbe investigation, but both 
were expected to be recalled 
for further questioning. Yes- 
terday however, a further 
scheduled appearance by Mr 
Blumenthal was postponed in- 
definitely. 

Initially, Mr Clinton's deri- 
sion to invoke executive priv- 
ilege was seen as politically 
questionable. ‘'Executive priv- 
ilege" has had negative con- 
notations ever since it was 
invoked by Richard Nixon dur- 
ing ^tergate to keep his Oval 
Office tapes out of the inves- 
tigation. He fought right up to 
the Supreme Court to keep the 
tapes private, lost, and the 
rest is histoty. 

Since then, the whole con- 
cept of executive privilege has 
been commonly disparaged as 
an underhand means for a 
president to evade the law. 

In Mr Clinton’s case, the 
suspicion is that be may be try- 
ing to use a legal provision de- 
signed to protect national 
security to protect his own 
personal privacy or— worse - 
to avoid a pequry charge. 

This could follow if the in- 


President could 
be out of office 
before inquiry 
finishes, Mary 
Dejevsky 
writes from 
Washington 

vestigation turned up evidence 
that he had lied under oath 
about the nature of his rela- 
tionship with Ms Lewinsky. 

However, one leading con- 
stitutional lawyer, Peter Shane 
of Pittsburgh University’s law 
school, told tbe New York Tones 
that apparent public support 
for Mr Clinton's right to keep 
his sex life private contrasted 
with public distaste for the 
cover-up of the Watergate bur- 
glary. Tbe political liability 
might therefore have been ex- 
aggerated. 

Others noted that what lit- 
tle Mr Clinton might have lost 
politically, he had gained mas- 
sively in time. If the question 
of his right to claim executive 
privilege was challenged by 
Mr Starr, and went through the 
courts, there could be a delay 
of months, a year, or more. 

A further factor could be 
the likely claim of executive 
privilege for Hillary Clinton, to 
cover conversations that she 
might have had with the two 
named advisers. Hie legal bat- 
tle over the first lady’s right to 
be covered by executive privi- 
lege could last even longer. 

Meanwhile the investiga- 
tion of the Lewinsky case 
would stall and it would be- 
come increasingly difficult to 
reconstruct a paper trail of de- 
ception in the White House - 
even if one existed. 

Drawing out tbe case like 
this carries a price, not so 
much for Mr Clinton, as for the 
Vice-President, Al Gore. If 
the investigation were to drag 
on into the next presidential 
campaign, Mr Gore’s associa- 
tion with the Clinton White 
House could prove an electoral 
liability. 



Welcome to Africa: Children dancing for 


Bill Clinton hv Uganda 


Photograph: Reuters 


Scandal clouds visit to Museveni 


By Mary Braid 

in Accra 

President Bill Clinton yesterday 
met the crown prince of the 
“new generation” of African 
leaders. Second only to Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela to an ad- 
miring West, President Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda, who took 
power by force in 1986, likes to 
thinkof himself as the Bismar- 
ck of Africa. He hopes Mr 
Clinton’s Africa tour will make 
the international community 
take Uganda, showing one of 
the highest rates of growth in 
Africa, more seriously. 

He must have been dis- 
mayed then by yesterday’s press 
conference with Mr Clinton in 
Kampala, as US correspon- 


dents focused on thp sex and 
perjury claims swamping Mr 
Clinton, Not as much as a po- 
lite inquiry was made about 
Uganda’s problems or aspira- 
tions. like Ghana’s president, 
Jerry Rawlings, the first African 
leader to welcome Mr Clinton, 
Mr Museveni is a darling of the 
World Bank and IMF. He 
brought peace and economic 
growth to Uganda, left in ruins 
by the excesses of former pres- 
idents Idi Amin and Milton 
Obote. But he has taken fewer 
steps towards democracy than 
Mr Rawlings, former coop 
leader turned elected presi- 
dent. Uganda espouses a “no- 
party democracy": there are 
opposition parties and a free 
press but they cannot contest 
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Museveni: No democrat 

elections. Mr Museveni says 
Uganda would degenerate into 
tribal conflict in a multi-party 
system. After the violence of 
previous regimes and the return 
of stability, the international 


community seems prepared to 
buy Mr Museveni's case. Ugan- 
da’s opposition newspapers yes- 
terday accused Mr Clinton of 
backing tbe authoritarian, 
regime. 

Concerns about democracy 
extend to many of the leaders 
attending today's regional con- 
ference with the US president 
in Kampala. That helps make 
the visit to Uganda and Rwan- 
da the trickiest part of the pres- 
idential tour, which will also 
take in South Africa, Botswana 
and Senegal. They may have be- 
come stable, but few operate 
Western-style democracies. But 
these days that appears to mat- 
ter less to the West than good 
governance, stability and eco- 
nomic reform. 


Reminders of Franco’s Swiss try 
days are left on the shelf bank**"? 

Q PANIARDS are getting all thecostswfllbebornebythe — m f 'f'Joi’IC 

the hane of reevdina a efif- banks, you won’t have to pay a ZvdJ I JL Vlwarl 1*9 


S paniards are getting 

the hang of rctyding, a dif- 
ficult idea for people who 
tend to chuck tiring? out as care- 
lessly as they toss prawnshelb to 
the floor. I used to ride in the 
outskirts of Madrid, but feared 
for the horse's hooves among 
the assorted bedsteads, old so- 
fas and polythene bags strewn 
over the scrubland that passes 
for countryside hereabouts. 


DIARY 



ceptance, and “Madrflenos" 
think it's great fun to shatter 
bottle after bottle in street-cor- 
ner recycling bins around mid- 
night. And every six months the 
authorities announce an 
amnesty when you can tip un- 
wanted furniture on the pave- 
ment for the council to dear 
away. But few Spanish friends 
do wbai 1 do, and roam the 
streets ahead of the council ve- 
hicles - not to deposit, but to 
salvage a handsome bookcase, 
sidetabie or arm chair. 

Second-hand shops are rare, 
since used clothes or furniture 
- overpriced antiques apart - 
are equated with second-besL 
Some designer frock exdsmges 
are emerging, but are snooty 
daustxqphobfe: establishments 
compared with their breezy 
British or American counter- 
parts. Few Madrflenos enter 
into tbe spirit of bargain-hunt- 
ing: you pay through the nose, 
or it is assumed you can’t afford 

iLManystiHprefartoadnikbow 

much, rather how little, they pay. 

Perhaps it has to do with a 
generation that remembers 


Elizabeth Nash 


til the Sixties, and for anyone 
who lived through those years, 
shabby is not chic, but the stig- 
ma of deprivation. Rich ami 
poor alike were obsessed with 
the new. But today’s youngsters 
penniless, though well-fed and 
educated, love the recycled 
look, and shops selling Sixties 
and Seventies gear are popping 
up everywhere. 


A PACKof four yoghurts 
in my local supermarket 
costs 169 pesetas or, as 
the label informs me, 1.01 eu- 
ros. How the exchange rate is 
reckoned between the peseta 
and a currency that doesn't yet 
exist I don't know. It's part of 
a campaign to prepare us for the 
advent of tbe single currency. 

EU-funded propaganda 
dribbles into my ear from the 
state radio station eve ry morn- 
ing as Tm surfacing. ItTl be wem- 
derful when we join the euro, a 
mellifluous voice purrs against 
soothing music. ytmU be able to 
take holidays abroad without the 
hassle of changing money, and 


hunger and poverty existed un- 


all the costs wfll be borne by the 
banks, you won’t have to pay a 
thing. Que maravillaf Pesetas, 
not to mention pounds and 
dollars, wifl doubtless soon be 
thought as obsolete as dou- 
bloons or pieces of eight 

I WAS lucky enough to be in- 
vited to the opera the oth- 
er day. Covent Garden's 
splendid production of Turrzn- 
doc, in the inaugural season of 
Madrid's renovated opera 
house, the Tfeatro Real. But 
why, in this wannest and most 
demonstrative of European 
capitals, does fee audience sit 
enthralled thrraigh three hours 
of magic, only to turn its back 
as the curtain calls bring you 
gently back to reality? 

Charmingly exuberant in 
their own private circle, 
Spaniards often appear inhib- 
ited in a wider puhlk gathering. 
My friend Maria says her com- 
patriots are afraid to step out 
of line and be thought ram. 
strange. “I went to the theatre 
with my 16-yearoid son,” she 
says, “and it was so wonderful 
I encouraged him to shout 
‘bravo’, but he wouldn’t until I 
did. Then everyone did." 

Spaniards find Brits, on the 
other hand, raexplicablyk*v-key 
in small groups, but consider our 
capacity to let rip in the 
anonymity of the. crowd 
admirable, even awesome. 
Anyway h was very disagreeable, 
while bouquets were still being 
presented, to be buffeted by 
opera lovers stampeding for 
their velvet capes; as if desper- 
ate to catch the last taxi home. 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) -(The 
Swiss government wfll send a 
representative to a New York 
meeting to try to avert any, US 
sanctions against Swiss banks 
and insurers over the Holocaust, 
officials said yesterday. • 
Thomas Borer, head ; of 
Switzerland's task force on the 
Second World Wbr, will join US 
city and state officials in tbe 
meeting called for tomorrow fay 
the New York City Comptrol- 
ler Alan Hevesi. I 

New York State and Cali- 
fornia are among several key 
states that have threatened ac- 
tion against the banks. \ 

Last December the state 
and city officials suspended ac- 
tion for three months to sefe 
what progress the Swiss would 
make in righting any wr ongs rr> 
Holocaust victims or their heirs. 

Switzerland's three leading 
banks last week rejected as 
“unwarranted and counterpro- 
ductive” an ultimatum from 
tire California Treasurer Matt 
Emg that they must reach a set- 
tlement with Holocaust vkfens 
by the end of the moratorium 
or face a boycott. 

Undersecretary of Slate Stu-i 
art Eizenstat the top Clinton 
administration official tknfa g 
with die Nazi era, has opposed; 
the imposition of city and state 
sanctions on Swiss bariksMean-; 
while, political pressure is growJ 
ing in Switzerland for 
countermeasures against any- 
US sanctions. 


His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
Aung San Sun Kyi 
and Jose Ramos Horta 

ASEM n - THE ALTERNATIVE STATE RECEPTION 
FOR THE UNREPRESENTED PEOPLES OF ASIA 

hosted by 

Joanna Lumley 

The Royal Institution, 21 Albennarie Street, London W1 
6pm- 1 0pm Thursday 2nd April 1998 
Wine and canapes win be served 

ASEM II in London on 3-4 April is a Heads of Stale meeting to 
promote trade and investment between Asia and Europe, Mflbam of 
people am suffering human rights abuses and oppression in Asia and 
yet they wfll have no voice at ASEM II. The Alternative State 
R ecepti on will highlight these issues and give a voice to the 
Umqreseatod Peoples of Asia. Guest speakers win include three 
r 7T 5eJ ^ U ^. P T 2C Winn “* : Jose Ramos Herts erf East Timer and, <x 
vidM, His Holiness die Dalai Lama erf Tibet and Aung San Sun Kyi 
of Biama. Free Tibet Campaign. Burma Action (jroup, British 
OmUHou fat East Timor, Tapol, National Women's Network and (he 
Philippine Resource Centre have worked together to organise this 
uupmng occasion for Peace, Freedom and Democracy. 

Tickets arc available for a minimum donation of £25. Donations to 
v °feai*ry organisations will be very 
gratefully received and used to support Peace, Freedom and 
Democracy. Telephone 0171 359 7 573 for more info rmati on 

I ***’■ Saturday 4 April. 

[ljam Jubilee Gardens, ur Waterloo. Rally: Trafalgar Square. lSSpm. 
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star gives 
hope to 



Peter Popham 
sees Richard Gere 
lend a sympathetic 
ear at Delhi’s 
Speaker's Comer 

RICHARD GERE descended 
on a dusty, fly-blown wedge of 
central Delhi on Monday to be- 
stow his blessing; on six very 
hungry Tibetans. 

Its a place called Jan tar 
Man tar and it is desperately in 
need of blessings of every kind. 
Marooned between the con- 
crete towers of the city offices, 
a five-star hotel and a park, h 
is a concentration of Asian 
m ise r ies and grievances of every 
description. The six Tibetans, 
fasting indefinitely in an attempt 
to goad the United Nations min 
taking action over their brutal- 
ized homeland, are just one 
fragment of it. 

If you made Speakers* Cor- 
ner in Hyde Park a permanent 
event and married it with a 
squatter's camp, yon would 
end up with something like 
Jantar Man tar. Tfents of PVC 
and sacking moored to railings 
occupy half the pavement. Of- 
fice workers pick their way 
along the portion that remains 
while naked children play tag 
and mothers hang washing on 
lines strung between traffic 
signs. Six hundred people squat 
here, Sikh families whose 
homes were destroyed and lives 
threatened in the riots of 1984 
that followed die assassination 
of prime minister Indira Gand- 
hi by her Sikh bodyguards. 

Further along the pavement 
is the saddest spot in Jantar 
Man tan an elderly Tibetan 
w iman called Sonam Dickey 

ri s cross-legged with a portrait 
of her son, a musician, in her 
tears comsing down her 
te. He was imprisoned by the 
hioese for espionage, and is 
living an 18-year prison team 
IV MOTHER’S APPEAL" 
i :ads the sig n behind her, ask- 
i g for help to bring his release. 

‘ . J would like to meet my son 
i ice before my death.” 

The Tibetans on hunger 
like occupy a tent in what used 
a be the small public park 
[ere. The grass is all gone; all 
it is left is dust, fKes and wor- 
causes, some more hopeless 
n others. The walls of a 
ck are decorated with maps 
iustratingwith arrows bow the 
ibcontinent should be unified. 
J nng written screed painted on 
board uiges world government 


These are the gigarrtkts, th e 
men with big ideas. Across the 
way are fourxoenwho bane been 
sitting on a carpet here for 
L309 chys demanding the cre- 
ation of a new state mnpd Ut- 
tazkhand out of the north of 
Uttar Pradesh. This is, in faff, 
one of tbe.few specific promis- 
es in the new government’s Na- 
tional Agenda, but after 1,309 
days these mflfamtc are not 
t a k in g chances. “We wifl con- 
tinue to struggle, we stay here 
ontil it happens,” one said. 

Inside the Tibetans' tent 
there is an altar with white silk 
shawls, flowers, slabs of butter 
and a picture of the Dalai 
I-ama. Until Monday, this teat 
was just another speck of hope- 
less hope. But then Richard 
Gere came, the serious Bud- 
dhist who has made India his 
second home, the walking an- 
tithesis of the Hollywood dab- 
bler. Ip a sharp black suit and 
gl eaming white shirt, the san- 
dalwood talisman round his 
wrist the only due to his spiri- 
tual leanings, be put his hands 
together in greeting and the re- 
porters’ long wait for him was 
instantly forgiven. 

He bent an ear to all six of 
the strikers, the youngest, a 25- 
year-old artist called Karma Sj- 
choe, the oldest, Kunsang, a 
70-year-old labourer, the only 
woman, 68-year-old Palzom. 
whose family died under the 
Chinese occupatioa/one son of 
starvation. The UN in Delhi 
confirmed that the strikers’ de- 
mands -for a new debate on Ti- 
bet, for the dispatch of a special 
enyoy there and investigation 
into human rights violations — 
had been forwarded to New 

boosL^es^ 3ay 'the euphoria 
was gone. The grim lassitude 
was back: this was (be 15th day 
cf the strike. Troeariiw hunger 
strikes, had been called off 
without result; this time they 
were determined to go all the 
way. 

Earlier hunger strikes bad 
been called off after the Dalai 
Lama intervened: Buddhism 
opposes the taking of all life, in- 
dueling one's own, so a 1 *fast- 
unto- death” poses a moral 
problem. This time, however, 
they have petitioned the Dalai 
Lama to stay out of it, arguing 
the cause justified the sacrifice; 
and if no word comes from the 
UN, they are determined to go 
all the way. 

Outside the park, mean- 
while, in her sad little tent by 
the railings, Sonam Dickey 
waited with ever-diminishing 


optimism for one final meeting 
with her son. 


Taliban edict forces out UN 

FHE UN shut operations in southern Af g h a nis t an following 
jttacks on UN staff and an edict forcing foreign MusKm women 
sorting in Afghanistan to be accompanied by a close male, 
slative. This is the first time the UN has taken such a dras- 
c step in response to Afghanistan’s Thliban army, which con- 
ols roughly 85 per cent of the country. —AP, Islamabad. 

East Europe hit by TB 

juBERCULOSIS was increasing in Russia and Central and 
Est Europe, the World Health Organisation said in a report 
leased on World Tuberculosis Day. Cases rose by 25 per cent 
. 1996 compared with 1994. In Russia, with 11L000 rases, 
L ^ 75 cases per 100,000, coopered with six per 100000 

relatively unaffected Sweden. — Reuters, Copenhagen 

ipes face fire extinction 

’ IE UN Development Programme is to mobilise 1,000 vol- 
i teers to fight forest fires in Borneo that are threatening a 

, [ional parLNcws reports said orangutaus 

i the areabecause of fires and hunting. -Djakarta 

angs a lot 

• fAl authorities seized 4,000 live snakes packed mlo crates 
, he shipped to China for use as food and methane. They 

^SSwhile the crateswerebei^load^toa^^ 

— AP. Bangkok 


Te snakes cornu ™ 

£kes are protected w Thailand. 


ure 



Protest; Sonam Dickey pleading in New Delhi for the release of her son, who is being held in a Tibetan prison Photograph: Twain Dorjee 


Buddhist 
monk’s VIP 
treatment 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand’s royal 
family has ordered ihc military io fly the 
country’s most popular Buddhist monk to 
a Bangkok hospital for treatment of his 
heart ailment. 

Luang Pbor Khoon has been in hospi- 
tal in ihc rural town of Nakhon Ralchasi- 
xna, 130 miles north-east of Bangkok, 
since last Thursday. 

Luang Pbor Khoon has gained a wide 
following because people believe that iT he 
Juts them on the head with a rolled-up 
newspaper, they have a better chance uf 
winning the state lotleiy. 

The monk’s blessing and endorsement 
is sought by many Thai politicians. 

Doctors said that the monk would be 
flown hy an army helicopter to Siriraj Hos- 
pital in Bangkok os soon as he was welt 
enough to be moved. 

Luang Phor Khoon was quoted in the 
Bangkok Post as saying that be wanted to 
live long enough to sec the school and hos- 
pital projects that he is sponsoring com- 
pleted. 

“If 1 die now, nobod)’ will cany on," the 
Post quoted the monk as saying. “So 1 will 
live." 
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Worth a 

trip to 

Ireland 


Carlo Gebler agrees there are too many Irish versions 
of classic plays, writes Robert Hanks, but nowhere else 
would do for his production of The Dance of Death' 


JUST what we need: another Irish version 
of a European classic. In recent years we 
have been offered Irish Sophocles, Irish 
Aeschylus. Irish Chekhov - what seems like 
an awful lot of Irish Chekhov- Irish Lorca 
and Irish Ibsen. Anybody who wants to foist 
an Irish Strindberg on a paying audience 
needs a pretty good excuse by now. 

Girin GeHerv whose version of 7?te Dance 
of Death opens at the Trityde Theatre next 
week, knows this perfectly well - when talk 
turns to the sheer volume of ‘Tfibemicised 
classics he mutters “Disgusting, isn't it?*', 
and he seems to mean it Although, he says 
he admires Frank McGuinness's version of 
Three Sisters, for example, he is as unim- 
pressed by Irish ness as only an Irishman 
can be. blaming the glut of Irish plays and 
adaptations wc have seen in recent years 
on “the English lashing themselves for the 


K The problem facing the 
adaptor who takes a 
classic to ireland is not 
simply what he loses, 
but what he might gain 


empire: 'Now we’re taking our punishment 
and well do Chekhov in Mayo, well show 
that we're really Sony and well have all this 
Irish stuff all over our theatre."' 

But when Nicholas Kent the Tricycle's 
artistic director and director of this pro- 
duction. asked Gebler to consider shifting 
The Dance of Death , he didn’t hesitate. R>r 
one thing, he is. he says, a great lover of 
Strindberg, having been attracted as a 
teenager to the sheer raging insanity of his 
autobiographica] Inferno - a record of al- 
chemical experiments and a land of mysti- 
cal paranoia written during the 1890s, just 
a lew years before The Dance of Death. On 
lop of that. Ireland is die only place be knows 
-setting the play there immediately gave him 
a “\ oice", a vernacular he could work in. But 
finally . GeNer simply felt intuitively that the 
play would be at home in an Irish setting. 

Certainly, some aspects translate very 
naturally: when: Strindberg placed the 


action on a garrison island off the Swedish 
coast, Gebler places it in a MarteUo tower, 
one of many built around the Irish coast 
in expectation of Napoleonic invasion; and 
there is an extravagance in the vicious, of- 
ten hilariously black rhetoric that Strind- 
beig's central characters, a superannuated 
captain and his wife, hurl at each other 
which suits Irish idioms better than ft might 
suit a more restrained English version. 

Getter's version seems like a dose read- 
ing of Strindberg, until you compare it with 
a more literal translation. His working prac- 
tice was to read a couple of pages of the 
play in every translation he could get, then 
write down from memory what he thought 
happened. When he had been through the 
entire play like this, he compared his ver- 
sion with the Swedish original and found 
it was 4,000 to 5,000 words longer. So, he 
set about sighing evexy one of bis sentences 
to the length of Strindberg's original ones, 
chucking out fidelity and occasionally 
comprehensibility in favour of pace. 

On the pagp, the result works fine, at least 
in Part 1 (The Dance of Death is two plays, 
both of which are to be performed at die 
Tricycle - take a cushion). But you know 
what tl^ say, “Thaditare, traduttore"-. to trans- 
late is to betray. The pioblem facing the 
adaptor who takes a classic to Ireland is not 
simply wtot he loses, but wbat he might gam. 

In the case of The Dance of Death, Gebler 
gains a whole new subtext about sectarian 
and national conflict The Captam and his 
wife, Edgar and Alice, here became a mixed 
marriage — he is an impoverished Protes- 
tant, she is from a rather grander Catholic 
family, his quarrel with her cousin (Kurt in 
the original, here renamed Conor) takes on 
explicitly rehjpous overtones. Gebler takes 
this theme even further by setting Part 1 in 
the summer of 1913, so that Part 2, which 
takes up the story two-and-a-half years later, 
coincides with the Easter Rising of 1916. 
Given the play’s deeply personal nature - 
Strindberg based ft, rather too obviously for 
comfort on his sister arid her husband - this 
political dimension may offend Strindberg 

purists. They may also be worried about the 
way Gebler plays up aspects of the story - 
notably a sob-plot about some shares. 

Gebler himself has no doubt that he is 
serving the play: “I wanted to make the 
intrinsic qualities even stronger - 1 wanted 
to make it seem more what it was than it 
was at the moment if that makes sense." 
In his view, making the marriage a mixed 



High dudgeon: Michael Cochrane plays Geblerk Protestant Captain in The Dance of Death’ at the Tricyde 


one and making Kurt/Conor, a character 
Strindberg apparently identified with, a 
Catholic accentuates Strindberg's sense of 
being an outsider. Adding the Easter Ris- 
ing emphasises the theme of betrayal 
which runs through the two plays - as in 
his novel The Cure, Gebler is intrigued by 
the point of view of the Irish-born servants 
of English rule: in this case, the attitude 
towards the Rising of the soldier whose 
comrades are dying tike flies in Flanders. 

As fra the plot elements he plays up, he 
says this is done to make sense of a ptay which 
m times strays very far away from befog sen- 
sible. He attributes the incoherences to the 
way Strindberg wrote the play, after finish- 
ing Part 1, he sent it to his German trans- 


lator arid friend, Emil Sobering, who wrote 
bade that no theatre would ever put it on 
because, in Gebler’s phrase: “They would 
be slitting their wrists in the mteratission.” 
(Coincidentally, this is the phrase Nicholas 
Kent used when rejecting a previous play of 
Getter's- he dearly inherits his sunny tem- 
perament from his mother, novelist Edna 
O’Brien, who has never been farnoas for her 
optimistic world-view.) He then wrote the 
marginally more cheerful Part 2 without re- 
reading what he bad already done, adding 
some discrepancies (such as tbe Ca p tai n 's 
sudden apparent affluence) which Getter 
felt needed sorting out 

Has taking Strindberg to Ireland been 
worth the trip? Audiences can decide next 


Tuesday: Gebler himself has no doubt that 
his changes help to keep the action moving 
smoothly. Strindberg himself would have ap- 
proved: Tbe tiring to remember about 
Strindberg," according to Gebler, “is that, 
although a nutter, he was very, very practi- 
cal His idea, and I share his sentiments, is: 
they’regaing to come in, they’re going to pry 
money, they’re going to sit for a couple erf 
hours, they could be doing something much, 
much better-give them a damn good time." 

The Dance of Death, Parts 1 and 2, opens 
on Tuesday 31 March at the Tricyde Theatre. 
London NW6 (0171 328 1000). Carlo 
Getter's novel *Hw to Murder a Man' is pub- 
lished next week by Little, Brown. 
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Educated Rita’s older sister 
learns to speak for herself 


THE BIGGEST no-show in drama 
is. of course, Beckett's Godot A char- 
acter who runs Godot a dose second 
is Ronnie, the character whose fail- 
ure to arrive turns out to be a god- 
send in disguise for the young heroine 
of Boots, Arnold Wesker’s landmark 
1 959 play beautifully revived by John 
Rciallack in a louring co-productio n 
between Oxford Stage Company and 
the Palace Theatre, Watford. 

The unseen Ronnie has been liv- 
ing in London for three years with 
Beatie Bryant, whom he has taught 
to read the GuanBan and pumped full 
of progress ideas she has not truly as- 
simflated. Samantha Spiro splendidly 
projects tbe naive missionary ar- 
dour with which Beatie returns for a 
visit to her rural working-class, fam- 
ily home in Norfolk. Tending to 
stand on chairs when she does so. she 
spouts Ronnie's thoughts at her re- 
lations, and h is possible that there 
is two knowingly subversive a note in 
Ms Spiros’ gesticulating delivery of 
these pronouncements. The audience 
should begin to deduce that Ronnie 
isa bit of a pain (though not for tbe 
same reasons that Bestie’s folks do): 
Beatie herself should be the largely 
urK»nscfcHJS agent of this. 

Bovine, submissive, rejecting all at- 
tempts at high culture as “.squrt", the 
famil y are spectacularly in fertile 
ground for Ronnie’s prosy seeds of 
wisdom. But Rerallacfc, who is a mas- 
ter at coaxing superb ensemble play- 
ing from a company, does not fall into 
the trap of presenting them from 
Bea tie’s point of view or from imag- 
ing that that point of view is inflexi- 
ble. Has actors here are esceUent: You 
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Retahack re-tefls Weskert story of the awakening of an independent female spirit 


really feel that these people haver a 
lifetime of shared memories, subter- 
ranean veins of humour ami affection 

running through the block of their stu- 
pidity. Their existence may be mind- 
numbing, incurious and repetitive but 
we see that there are saving graces. 

Sally Mates is superb as the moth- 
er: the sad, doomed attempts to es- 
tablish some intimacy with her 
runaway daughter and then the ugly 
triumphalism - tbe product of years 
of being cooped up and condescend- 
ing to - when Ronnie writes to break 


off ui&Bcatic. Ms Mates loduces au- 
dience enqsaihywth this woman, even 
as you deplore her tactics. 

A play about the awakening of an 
independent female spirit. Roots has 
echoes of Ibsen’s X Doll’s House, in 
the defiant solo dance at the end of 
Act One, and pre-echoes of Educat- 
ing Rita , in the resilient humour and 
inquisitiveness of its heroine. 

Retallack stages the moment at 
the end when the beleaguered Beat- 
ie suddenly stops parroting Ronnie 
and finds her own voice (Tm be- 


ginning... I'm beginning!} m a man- 
ner that is wonderfully true to its mix 
of realism and romanticism. A screen 
drops between Beatie and her fam- 
ily at the aborted tea party, leaving 
her alone in a vast black and white 
projection of lonely Norfolk land- 
scape, stretches flat and bare under 
a lowering sky. A new, difficult start 

andannnagetbatisrightlybothem- 

fcanrasang and uplifting, gauche and 
glonous. 

Paul Taylor 


Long time 

waiting 

for a dry j 

debate j 

Prowse fails to live up to 
over-exerted expectations 
of European drama, 
says Sue Wilson 

In the Soiitude <rf the Cotton fields/The 
Dying Gaul/The Millionairess, Citizens 
Theatre, Glasgow 

WITH PATRICE Ghereau’s 1995 pro- 
duction of Bernard-Marie Koltes's Dans La 
Solitude des Champs de Coton still vivid in 
theatre-going memory as one of the Edin- 
burgh Festival’s all-time highlights, ex- 
pectations of Philip Prowse s new 

English-language production 1 - given the 
Citz’s long and honourable track-record of 
staging European drama -were miming high. 

That anticipation (for those few who 
were party to the facts prior to finding the 
apologies slip in their programmes on 
opening night) was decidedly muddied, 
however, by the discovery that Prowse and 
company were working from the wrong 
script, namely a translation unauthorised 
by Koltes's estate, rather than the official 
version by Jeffrey Wainwrigbt, who - then 
in blissful ignorance of the substitution - 
wrote about the play in The Independent a 
couple of weeks ago. 

Several days’ increasingly frantic nego- 
tiations between the theatre and Koltes’s 
agent and executors, including talk of an 
injunction to'prevent the play opening, re- 
sulted in the aforementioned apology to all 
concerned (though not in explanation of 
exactly how such a fundamental error 
occurred), with the show - “a production 
based on work done by the company on a 
translation by Christopher Ratftbone" - duly 
going on. Perhaps the best outcome to-be 
looked for in such circumstances would be 
a triumph for Prowse’s version, but unfor- 
tunately it proved to be about as much of 
a damp squib as Koltes's extraordinary ver- 
bal architecture allows. 

The sheer, fiendishly loaded glory of 
Koltes's language, in this emblematically 
metaphysical tale of Dealer and Client 
meeting in some twilight urban ne’er- 
world, of itself supplies superabundant men- 
tal fodder to sustain the piece’s hour-long 
duration, with its intricate, adamantine, 
scalpel-sharp probings of the symbioses be- 
tween desire, need, power, fear, gratifica- 
tion and morality. However, Prowse’s 
direction - deliberately, one presumes - 
brings almost nothing extra to the text, apart 
from a styfish upside-down design, with both 
Andrew Joseph’s and Robert David Mac- 
Donald's performances characterised by £ 
near-total dearth of expressive inflection 
reducing the tone of the drama to httie more 
than dry intellectual debate, the pair's fre- 
quent fluffs and stumbles over lines punc- 
turing tbe necessary tension still further. 

Thankfully, things improved consider- 
ably over the next two nights, in the latesi 
instalment of a season that certainly high- 
lights the consistently ambitious sweep ol 
the Citz’s work. Contemporary American 
drama was next up, with the world premiere 
of Craig Lucas's latest play looking to build 
on the reputation established by previous 
works such as Prelude to a Kiss and Long- 
time Companion. 

The Mamet-tinged story of a young 
screenwriter, Robert (Stephen Scott), seek- 
ing to commemorate his recently dead lover 
by making the (eponymous) movie they 
worked on together, it touches deftly on a 
whole cluster of contemporary preoccu- 
pations. Cyber-communication, psycho-, 
therapy, AIDS, the existence of angeb,. 
Buddhist philosophy and the legacy of ths 
Holocaust all surface against the d up Ac- 
tons machinations of tbe Elm industry, »s 
embodied by the Mephistophelian figue 
of Jeffrey (Henry Ian Cusick), the Bin's 
chillingly amoral producer. While a nun- 
ber of alarmingly creaky plot-hinges ae 
required to encompass this little lot, a coj- 
pellingjy realised trio of central perfr- 
mances - including Loraa McDevirtis 
Jeffrey’s shrewd but emotionally adft 
wife Elaine - provide a vibrant human ere 
to the action, enabling most of Us denrly 
compacted themes to breathe with n- 
grossmg, even pipping resonance. 

And finally, in the main house, a tre 
rewal for Shaw's late comedy of moey 
and (ill) manners, staged with wondc'ul 
gnt and panache by director Giles Haw- 
gal, amid Kenny Miller’s airily elcgande- 
s^Anne Myatt stars as Epifania,he 
obstreperous middle-aged heiress of thri- 
ft Sm l ul i aile0usI y wa gkg war on hens- 
tronged playboy-sportsman husband wfle 

tiyia g ~ °oiy iialf -Consciously - to od 
an outlet for her formidable passions nd 
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The vegetables in your Sunday lunch should worry you as much as the beef, says Rose Prince 
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Demand for out-ofeeason vegetables is maWftj tarrnere use more chemical* on (and to promote growth, bui Nelson (below) befleves organic methods are better for customers and for business Photograph below; Mike Walker 


WE WORRY about meat. We think 
about how much we eat and whether it 
affects our health, where it comes from 
and how it was grown; we despair of the 
industry that supplies it and some of ns 
worry that we ourselves demanded too 
ranch of that indnstty, forcing it into -un- 
orthodox production methods in order to 
supply the demands of millions for a beef 
burger a day. And all the time we worry 
and fret about evidence being given to the 
current BSE public inquiry, directives are 
given by the medical profession, the De- 
partment of Health and the vegetarian lob- 
by to eat plenty of vegetables. 

Those of us concerned about our 
health are eating our greens. Lots of them. 
We are quite hooked on them now - and 
anyone who picks up a modem cookbook 
or eats out regularly is discovering that 
there are hundreds of varieties out there. 
Retailers are bending over backwards to 
supply them - all year round and cheap- 
ly of course, because we hate paying for 
vegetables and feel affronted if our pro- 
duce bill comes near that for meat or fish. 

But look closer at the industry that is 
making sure that we feelgood about our- 
selves and the way we axe treating our bod- 
ies and foere is an uncomfortable feeling 
that our good intentions are harmful- to 
our health, our land aad the industry it- 
self . Visit any supermarket and you wffl 
find a huge and eclectic range of produce. 
One W&itrose store boasted 17 species of 
potato, ten of mushrooms and every con- 
ceivable type of edible root; squashes qnd 
onions, mange tout and courgettes, dozens 
of lettuces - or salad leaves as they are 
now known - and the erotic pak cfaoi, sea- 
weed and water chestnuts. In total 125 va- 
rieties; very few of them in season and 
most are imports. 

Alan Wilson, Mfeitrose*s agronomist 


Time to go back 
to our roots 


says; “Now the consumer is more city 
based they have come to expect things like 
asparagus to be available all year round.” 
While he feels Whitrose are obliged to of- 
fer choice to the better-travelled customer, 
he admits that doing so increased the 
store’s profitability. 

. . The trouble is that if the consumer 
- chooses to eat certain vegetables out of 
season, the produce must be chemically 
altered in some way to encourage growth 
outside that season. Ifit cannot be done, 
those vegetables have fo be imported. 
Many of the pesticicies and fertilisers used ' 
on crops are not safe if the clearance pe- 
riod. (that is the time between spraying 
and being put ona shop shelf) is no t long 
enough. There is no enforced regulation 
in the business to ensure that this is not 
the case. 

Intensive farming add Its use of chem- 
icals has long been suspected as being at 
the heart of many allergy-relaxed and some 
neurological diseases. Heavyuse of chem- 
icals magricuhurehas led to soil becoming 
merely a holding material for seeding and 
whatever grow Lb-enhancers the former 
uses. Intensive far ming also, has a weak 
reputation in business ethics. Use of 



gang work forces is not unusual in Kent 
and EastAngha. "foams of workers -many 
of them immigrants - working for below 
the minimum wage set by the Agriculture 
Wages Board are brought in for harvest- 
ing. • 

Alan Wilson does not believe the 
practice is widespread- All of Whitrose’s 
farm workers are full-time and they have 
a history of clean employee-employer 
practice. He says that British vegetable 


farming “is a little too intensive”, and, 
recognising the public's Joss of confafenre, 
the supermarket has added organic veg- 
etables to their shelves. Not many - out 
of the 125 vegetables previously men- 
tioned, only 16 were organically grown. 

Before all the blame is laid at the feet 
of the growers, note that it Is the super- 
markets who are the main, sometimes sole, 
client of the big firms. One fanner, who 
did not want to be named, said: “If the 


dicDtwant Ibeir spring greens a week ear- 
ly, the grower is unlikely to mention that 
they were only sprayed with a pesticide 
last week and that there ought to be a long 
abatement period before cutting. He 
cuts and sells rather than losing business.” 

Many consumers, particularly those 
who are town and dty-based, are ignorant 
of growing seasons and never stop to won- 
der where their beloved tough little 
french beans are growing in the winter. 

So it is us well-meaning veg lovets who 
are putting the whole industry under in- 
tense pressure to satisfy, at ail costs, our 
desire to cook and eat whatever and as 
much as we desire. It is quite common in 
restaurants as well as in British home cook- 
ing to find half a dozen different vegeta- 
bles accompanying the roast meat, 
regardless of whether they are a happy 
composition for that dish. Restaurants of- 
ten serve them in a separate tittle dish as 
if to say “look - we tried bard with the 
vegetables,” confusing the diner who 
wonders if they should transfer the luke- 
warm mange touts, broccoli and two 
types of potato to their plate or eat them 
straight off the serving dish. “Meat and 
two veg” is a thing of tbe past, dow we have 


“meat with six oui-of-season imports." 
One man with a different approach to 
growing and eating his greens is the or- 
ganic fanner Ian Nelson. Sunny field's, his 
farm on the south coast near Southamp- 
ton, has had Soil Association approval for 
1 1 years. Eight years ago Nelson took it 
over. He was initially trained in agricul- 
ture and horticulture. He took his knowl- 
edge to Malawi in Africa on a Voluntary 
Services Overseas project, showing the 
formers there how to increase yields and 
lessen the probability of losing crops 
through pest invasion. The VSO project 
was successful, but returning home was 
Nelson's ‘road to Damascus': he was ap- 
palled that here similar methods of grow- 
ing should be employed when the British 
people were in no way hungry. 

He is anxious to get across that he is 
“not a hippy". He says: “If you to try to 
dominate nature rather than stay within 
its confines it will have fatal conse- 
quences." Over the year 150 varieties of 
produce are grown at Sunnyfields - every- 
thing from roots and onions to the more 
exotic red chard. 

He believes that where possible we 
should seek out superior tasting natural- 
ly grown vegetables, eat them discrimi- 
riately and pay more. Nelson's customers 
are happy to shell out for organic, believing 
a superior product can stand alone as a 
dish. “We put the finest oil in our cars, 
why not a similar grade fuel for our bod- 
ies?” he asks.- 

“We have to learn from the disaster in 
beef farming. Mass-production stresses 
and strains an industry often with cata- 
strophic consequences realised too late. 
A tempered, less ardent course in buying 
and eating our food could be preventa- 
tive without a change of quality in our 
lives.” 


There’s a difference between meddling and muddling 


THERE are some allegations 
about politicians to which the 
only reaction can be: is he re- 
ally that stupid ? 

Into this category falls the 
claim that Tbny Blair last week 
lobbied his Italian counterpart 
on behalf of Rupert Murdoch’s 
f 4bn attempt to buy the Berlus- 
coni television empire. 

Mr Blair’s desire to keep on 
the right side of the owner of 
the Sun is well known. But to 
intervene so soon after Mr 
Murdoch’s recent gracing of the 
front pages? That would display 
as mudr acumen as the BBC of- 
fering Messrs Hall and Shep- 
herd a consultancy on Match Of 
The Day after the Newcastle fi- 
asco. 

“It was Prodi who called 
Blair,” a Downing Street 
spokesman is said to have 
snarled, “tbe case falls at the 
first hurdle.** And maybe it 
does. But about Tony Blair s 
hankerings to meddle in in- 
dustry. the case is rather 
stronger. 

From the moment he De- 

came Labour leader four years 

ago, he has courted business- 
men, and understandably so. 
Nothing would help exorcise 
memories of bad Old Laboiur. 
and its kneejerk hostility to en- 
terprise, than their support. 

Successful industrialists also 
were bv definition dynamic, 
and, increasingly, 
very image of _ 

Britain. And it * *■» 

just of the head, but oftfie 
heart, born perhaps of naivete, 
perhaps of the insunctwe affa- 
ire of members of the high 

^eversclub.perhapS^Bof 

the romantic notion that m 
mutual admirations golden 

^pw.aQ Britain’s ilk would 

ish. 


And feelings were recipro- 
cated. New Labour's courtship 
of the City of London dis- 
pelled ancient fears. Business 
liked Mr Blair’s pleasant cer- 
tainty of tone, his conciliatory 
language on Europe. They 
liked him for his knack of com- 
bining the lucrative and the vi- 
sionary, as in the pre-election 
promise of BT linking every 
classroom to the global infor- 
mation highway (in return for 
a relaxation of the current ban 
on BT*s moving into conven- 
tional, entertainment televi- 
sion). Above an, it liked him 
because he looked a winner. 
But since May, Mr Blair’s in- 
terest in industry has only 
grown. Indeed, he shows signs 
of wanting not just to encour- 
age it, but to shape it. 

At one level, the reasoning 
is impeccable. You may quar- 
rel with his thesis that in the 

post-Cbld War world, where the 
market is king, the most pow- 
erful men on the planet are not 
heads of governments, but the 
chairmen of multi-national cor- 
porations, able to move their 
money and operations to where 
labour is cheapest and govern- 
ment most welcoming. But if 
that is the case, then a politi- 
cian has little choice but to seek 
to win over these new emper- 
ors, and make sure that as 
many of them as possible owe 
their ultimate allegiance to 
Britain- 

That philosophy was most 
visible in the recent SmithKliae- 

Beecham/Olaxo affair. 

There is little doubt that 
Downing Street encouraged 

the proposed merger* in the be- 
lief that if SKB carried out an . 
earlier plan to link with a US 
competitor, it would be tostto 
America. Far belter to endow 



Just how good is Tony Blair at wooing industry? 

Photograph: Brian Harris 


Britain with a mighty drugs 
company that would dwarf its 
international competitors, Sir 
Richard Sykes of Glaxo con- 
tended. And not surprisingly; 
Mr Blair agreed. Good for 
Labour, be must have thought, 
and good for tbe conn try. 

Of course, none of tins is ex- 
actly new. 

Thirty years ago, another 


Arnold Weinstock’s efforts to 
fuse English Electric, AEL and 
General Electric into a single 
company that would give 
Britain a seat at the (op table 
of the world’s electrical indus- 
try. • 

A press baron was around 
too: Cecil King, who as pro- 
prietor of the most important 
British tabloid of the day had 


Tony Blair’s interest in industry has 
grown since May, indeed, he shows 
signs of wanting not just to 
encourage it, but to shape it 


Labour Prime Minister was 
vowing to modernise Britain. 
Back m those days the catch- 
phrase wasn’t “globalisation” 
but “the white heat of the tech- 
nological revolution.” Its au- 
thor; Harold Wilson, was no less 
gmirten with businessmen than 
Tbny Blair, he lacked to the hilt 


to be kept onboard (though in 
the end he jumped ship spec- 
tacularly). Thanks to globali- 
sation, King’s counterpart 
today comes from Australia, 
and carries a US passport (and 
may one day jump ship too). 

. But is it necessarily good for 
Labour, let alone Britain? The 


spectacle of politicians cosying 
up to businessmen raises three 
separate problems. 

The fast is that malign in- 
tersect of fundraising and in- 
fluence-buying: Benue 

Ecclestone’s £lm donation to 
the Labour party “co-incid- 
ed," as they say, with a notable 
change of Labour policy on to- 
bacco advertising in {formula 
One. Then there is the age-old 
pitfall of cronyism. 

Governments are not elect- 
ed to favour one company 
among many, nor to give a par- 
ticular entrepreneur the inside 
track over his rivals. Their job 
is to create a benign and equal 
environment for alL 

Let foe public sector use the 
skills and experience of busi- 
nessmen by all means, and rhk 
Government has done so more 
than most, but not i£ for argu- 
ment’s sake, the presence of 
Martin foylor of Barclays at the 
head of the fox-and-benefits 
task force were to see any fu- 
ture merger of Barclays and 
NatWest judged not on its mer- 
its , but on the man. 

And finally, even in this era 
of glohalisation and the single 
currency, size may not be every- 
thing. 

Mr Blair may think so. But 
perhaps not his Chancellor, 
and certainly not Mrs Mars^ret 
Beckett, the President of the 
Board of Trade, known in the 
City as ‘Mrs Block-It' for her 
habit of referring every deal in 
sight to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

She believes that competi- 
tion, at least as much as the 
huge economies of scale gen- 
erated by oligopolistic mega- 
corporations, prodnees the best 
deal for consumers. 

The argument is open. It 


could yet contain the seeds of 
ruinous internal strife for 
Labour if its industrial policy* 
goes wrong. 

But there is one consolation. 
Tbny Blair tbe deal maker is not 
so hoL Indeed, if he'd been 
head of (be mergers and ac- 
quisitions department of a 


bank, rather than a Govern- 
ment, he would have been out 
on his neck by now. 

Labour had to give back 
Bemie Ecclestone his £lm. 
BT s promise of the Internet in 
eveiy classroom has not come 
to pass. 

The merger of Smith Kline 


and Glaxo fell through, and Ri 
peri Murdoch isn’i going to bu 
an Italian TV network. 

If this really was the Bank < 
Great Britain PLC. and Tor 
BJair its Chief Executive, h 
would long since hav e picked l 
his golden severance cheque 
- Rupert Cbmw. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Stainless Steel Roasters 

- from £27.95 inc. p&p 


Whether you want m cook a tasty casserole 
or a Sunday roast, one of these stainless steel 
roasters will be perfect for the job. There me 
two popular designs to choose fr om: an oval 
roaster (pictured! measuring 36cm x 23cm 
(14’A x9")ai £27.95 and a round roaster 
30cm in diameter (11 V) ai £29.95. Both 
prices include postage and packing. 

The roasters can be used on die hob or in the 
oven. They also have a wire tack so that for 
a healthier, lower- fat cooking method, you 
can place your chosen meat on top of tbe 
rack and any excess fat will drain off during 
cooking. The oval roaster nho has a dual purpose 
lid which can be used as an attractive saving 
fish. These traditional roasters will look stylish 
many kitchen and are dish washer safe aad easy 
to clean. 

BOW TO CROCK 

HD in ibe coupon and send together alfli cheque or poaal 
«i ietfi. NO CASH please to - 
THE INDEPENDENT ROASTER OFFER. 

PO BOX W77. LONDON E3 3SH. 

Rm AirariVB>omoa.iuMt mai«>l7l SW Wt 1 
Or f«x enquires pto* call ni7i 5100193. 

We deHvcr id addresses in the UK oily. Please alien op 
to 28 days for delivery from receipt of mdei. Return web- 
cfayt for refund if dm completely Mi&fled. I 

Offs Jobjcct ID nvaibKlily. 
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18/THE OSCARS 




+ 


And the 

best-dressed 
actress award 

oes to... 

The Oscars ceremony has become one of the biggest 
; nights out, not for the stars and the silver screen but 
for the fashion industry. 

! Getting your dress on the backs of those stars is one 
! | of the greatest publicity stunts possible. Money cannot 
): buy the sort of personal endorsement a star like Kate 
\ sMnslet or Madonna gives when they are snapped by 
| the world's cameras. And on Monday night the four 
i British actresses nominated might not have won 
inything, but some of our fashion stars came out with 
lying colours. Alexander McQueen for one. His was 
:he coup of the night a dragonfly embroidered gown 
yy the designer for Givenchy. And Nicole Farhi scored- 
ler first ever Oscar coup and should sign Judi Dench 
jp for the next advertising campaing immediately. John 
jalliano dressed Cameron Diaz under his Dior label. 

So forget acting ability. All we were really interested 
• *i was the frocks, in the greatest catwalk show of all. 

1 Tamsin Blanchard and Melanie Rickey nominate the 
! nost glamorous night’s winners and the losers 




Kate Winslet in Alexander McQueen for Givenchy. fiiD marks for supporting a British fashion export 
and putting her faith in a young designer. Kate went for a fitting for her deep sea-green gown with 
matching bolero with dragonflies and weeping willow branches, hand-embroidered in sBk thread and 
crystals on the morning of McQueens show for Givenchy two weeks ago. The final fittings were 
when the dress, the actress and the seamstresses came to McQueen^ east London studio. Ms 
Winslet, who wore Vivienne Westwood to last year's Academy Awards, agreed to wear Givenchy on 
the understanding that the house did not make a dress for any other Oscar nominee. It fitted her 
immaculately. The glass-beaded bag by Antonio Miranda and shoes in embroidered silk matched. 



Julie Christie had been for fittings with John Galliano but 
opted -at the last minute for this. silver spider-web crystal 
beaded bee dress by New York duo Badgiey Misdika. The 
skirt has a hand^painted hem and is an adaptation of a dress 
from the pairV aunimn/wihter ‘98 -collection. If Oscar night 
was a competition of style, Christie, 58, won hands down. 



Judi Dench wore a silver grey organza slip and organza coat 
by Nicole Farhi. The Dame met the designer through Ms 
Farhfs husband, the playwright David Hare. Dench is cur- 
rently starring in his play, 'Amy’s View”. The 63 -year-old star 
looked fabulously understated and elegant and avoided the 
mutton-dressed-as-bmb syndrome successfully, She also 
.avoided the “everything-biit-the4utxheri-slnk" school of Os- 
car dressing. Full marks ail round; every inch the star. 




:len Hunt wore an ice blue bustier dress Kim Basinger wore a pistachio satin gown Sharon Stone attended the ceremony Minnie Driver. The dress was fine. But why Helena Bonham Carter typically wore a ; Cher. The singer/actress has already gone 1 

Gucd. The colour was fresh and cool, by Brian Rennie of German label Escada wearing every Hollywood movie star's oh why. on a warm Hollywood night, does dress without a designer label It was- a . down m the annals of Oscar-night mis- 

sugh it crinkled a lot. Previously. Hunt Couture, and ended up looking like a fe- favourite, Vera Wang. Her casual elegance anyone need to wrap a fox for round her one-off from a costume-makers. She al- takes but this one was a real corker. I mag- ; 

; been a fan of Isaac Mizrahi but the male version of the oscar statuette. AH the shone out - how dever to wear a crisp shoulders? Versace must accept respond- ways looks painfully thin and this dress ine. You spend all that money on cosmetic J 

lerican designer’s office denied the illusions of her femme fatale image in “LA white shirt wrapped Insoudantly into a bllity. was hanging off her. But it had a certain surgery and hairpieces and you plonk a pi- \ 

tss was his. “it would have fitted a lot Confidential" were shattered in one duchess satin evening skirt Daring too. to fragile Audrey Hepburn -style charm and rate’s hat on top of it all! } 

:ter if it had been by Mizrahi," they spat lumpen, ill-fitting frump frock. reveal all that deavage. she looked comfortable too. ... 

slight when Titanic, not Britannia, ruled the waves 


TERSELY worded diplo- 
lic now lo the Academy may 
in order after this year's Os- 
j, - perhaps delivered from 
:urc minister Chris Smith, via 
promised new British film of- 
• in Los .Angeles. The colicc- 
: snub handed to Britain's 
l actresses was surely a dis- 
v of the cheapest American 
uvinism. And The Full Mon- 
drowning by Tannic, with 
.• an Oscar for best score, was 
irlv less than satisfactory. 

A "major crisis was only nar- 
■|y averted by Helen Hunt 
American who took the best 
■css Oscar from under the 
c of the four British nomi- 
s*. The first lime she saw Her 
rtw Mrs Broun, she insisr- 
>hV was convinced Dame 
: Dench would get the Aead- 
Award. “And in my mind 
»ht she has." she said. “And 
Julie Christie, and so has 
»na Bonham Carter, and so 
Kate Winslet." 

Tie full strangeness of the 
jrs was on display on Mon- 
night. when stretch limos. 
uicir televisions aglow but 


occupants otherwise invisible, 
crowd the streets of South Cen- 
tral around Ihe Shrine Audito- 
rium. It is the night, after alL 
when people who dress up and 
pretend for a living do their best 
lu persuade a world audience 
that they are, by turns, tearful, 
ecstatic and lost for words. 

In the end. Titanic's night of 
triumph fell strangely flat, though 
the film dominated the evening 
from the moment presenter Billy 
Crystal sank to the stage on a 
giant prow. “What a shock," 
said Madonna, drily, summing up 
the mood as she announced 
that “My Heart WB1 Go On”, the 
theme tune sung by Celine Dion 
which has been virtually in- 
escapable in America this spring, 
had won best original song. 

' Titanic scooped II of 17 
possible Oscars, tying Ben Hur ' s 
record, and including one for 
Briton Peter Lamont, For art 
direction. .As predicted, it 
cleaned up the production and 
technical awards and delivered 
two statuettes to director James 
Cameron, for best director and 
best editing and one for pro- 


Tim Cornwell 
reports from Los 
Angeles on a 
disappointing 
night for Britain 

ducer Jon Landau for best film, 
while its acting and writing were 
ignored. Notable by his absence 
was the male lead Leonardo 
DiCaprio. who is rapidly emerg- 
ing as Hollywood's biggest heart- 
throb but foiled to be even 
nominated for best actor. 

Cameron, initially ridiculed 
for running the film hugely 
over-budget, now celebrated as 
one of the great Hollywood 
directors, asked for a moment's 
silence for a film based “on a 
real event where real people 
died". Then he borrowed a line 
from his own script, crowing: “I 
am the king of the worldl This 
is a night to remember. Let's 
party till dawn." 

If it was any consolation to 


the British crowd, the ceremony 
seemed one of the dullest of re- 
cent years, devoid of much real 
cxrilement or drama. For an 
event that celebrates the young 
and the beautiful, it was curiously 
heavy with faces of the past, in- 
cluding a line-up of ancient 
Oscar winners that included 
Luise Rainer, 88, who won in 
1936 for The Great Ziegfidd. 

Matt Damon and Ben Af- 
fleck, tv*) rising young actors who 
won for jointly writing the screen- 
play for Good Will Hunting, at- 
tended with their mothers. The 
best impromptu performance 
of the night came from Mike Mm 
Diem, whose film diameter won 

the Oscar for best foreign film, 
four days before it opens in the 
US. Drunk with delight, he in- 
troduced himself to Sharon 
Stone as “just another crazy 
Dutch director". “This ought to 
tell you that h probably has, you 
know, like damn stunning sub- 
titles,” he said from the stage. 

Helen Hunt, a celebrated US 
TV comedienne, took her first 
major film role starring oppo- 
site tornadoes in Twister. She had 


emerged late in the game as the 
favourite for the comedy As 
Good as It Gets opposite Jack 
Nicholson, who took the Best 
Actor award. 


defeat. Kate Winslet declared she 
was “not in the slightest” disap- 
pointed, though it is the second 
time - after her nomination for 
Sense and Sensibility-tini Oscar 
has escaped her. Tm just thrilled 
to be here," said Dame Judi, who 
trad won the Golden Globe that 
often signals Oscar success. “I 
have seen people I have only ever 
seen on the screen.” 

The Full Monty, with four 
□onunatfors, was never favourite 
for best picture or best director, 
while a plagiarism suit, whatever 
its merits, may have hurt the 
chances of Simon Beaufby for 
winning best screenplay. Only 
Anne Dudley, the composer, 
won an Oscar. “I think Holly- 
wood really liked this movie, but 
thqr couldn't bring themselves to 
give it best picture with Titanic 
in the ring," she said. “Ithinkthey 
wanted to give it something and 
I was there." 


*J\ £SQ- XdfLiay •• j 


Best picture: 

Titanic^ (2Qch Century Fox/Paramoum) 

Best performance by an actor in at tending .. . 
rale: ■ jj, 

j Jade Nkholson in As Good as it Gets" (TriStar) .. 
Best performance by an actress In a leading 
rale: V-.’ 

Helen Hunt in As Good is ft Gers“ (TriStar)’ .- .. 
Beit. direc to r : 

Janies Cameron, “Titanic" (20th Csmtiy 
Fax/Paramount) ’ 

Best performance by an actor in a . 
.supporting role: 

Robin WHDams In “Good WnTRuriring" (Miramax) 
Beet per fo rmance by ariactreM In a - 
supporting role: ■. v. T. .! 

Kim Basinger In “LA Confidential (V'famer Bros.) 
Best achievement in art tflrectiore 
ThankT Art direction Peter Umont, Set direction 
Michael ford 

Best achieve m ent In costume design: 

"Thank." Deborah L Scott -'- . 

Best make-up: 

“Men Enfilade." Rick Baker and David LeRoy 
Anderson 

Best Uve action short fQiru 

iVtsas And Virtue.” dirt* Tashiim and Ora Donahue 

Best animated short fHm: 

“Gen'S Game" Jan Pinkava • * 

{ Best docu men t ar y short subject; ’ 
j-'ASwry Of HeaBug* Donna Dewey and Carpi.. 

I Pasternak 


Best documentary feature: 

The Long Home.” Rabbi Marvin HJer and 
.Richard Trahfc 

Best .achievement in visual effects: 

‘Thank.’’ Robert Legato, MarkLasoff. Thomas L 

fisher and Michael Kanfer 

Best achievement m sound: ' . 

Titanic,". Gary Rydstrom, Tom Johnson, Gary 
Sonimere and Mark Ulano 
Best achievement in sound effects editing: 
'“Thank." Tom Belfort and Christopher Bayes 
Best fflnv editing: . - 

Ttarrtc.^ Conrad Buff, James Cameron and ■ 

i Richard A Harris 

Best original dramatic jeore: 

"Tftwdd’ James Homer ~ 

Best original musical or comedy score: 
"The Full Monty" Anne Dudley ; . 

Best original song: 

“My Heart Will Go On" from "Titanic." Janies 
.Homer and Jennings. ' 

Bestfbreigo language filnrt 
“Charactwf the Netherlands (A first Boor 
.Features production) 

Ben adapted screenplay; 

.T-A ‘CorfWentiar Brian Hdgetend and Curtis 
; Hansom 2 . 

' Best fo ttnp lay: 

"Good Will Hunting," Ben Affleck and Matt 
Damotv . 

' Best achlevwmentln dnmutomplir 
-tTkartc.“-RiisseHCarpenter- ~ 
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Professor Sir Derek Barton 


NOBEL Laureate Sir 
Derek Barton’s published sci- 
entific works in organic chem- 
istry spanned 58 years and 
- _ 


ject. He was one of the greatest 
chemists of this century. 

Unlike most scientists who 
• prefer to remain as specialists. 
Barton had a mastery of both 
physical and organic chemistry 

and a breadth of interests whki 

enabled him to turn to new 
fields, moving between topics, 
using the information gained 
from one study and then ap- 
plying it to another, and t he n re- 
turning with more new ideas to 
the first The areas which he left 

behind were always, of course, 
well ploughed by others. 

He considered originality to 
be the most important quality. 
His advice to younger scientists 
was simply stated; “If you know, 
in the academic world, how to 
do a reaction you should not do 
it. You should only work on re- 
actions that are potentially im- 
portant and that you do not 
know how to do." 

Barton was educated at Ton- 
bridge School in Kent, and, af- 
ter deciding that he did not want 

to follow his father into the fam- 
ily Carpentry business, he en- 
rolled to read Chemistry at 
Imperial College, London, be- 
cause “the fees were hitter and 
therefore it had to be better". 
He was awarded the top first 
class honours BSc in 1940 and 
completed his PhD studies 
some two years later with Pro- 
fessor Sir Ian Heiibron. From * 
1942 to 1944, be was employed 
in secret wartime research and 
liked to hint that he developed 
a new range of invisible inks for 
use on human skin. 

He was married in 1944 to 
Jeanne Wilkins and, after one 
year in the chemical industry 
with Albright and Wilson in 
Birmingham, he returned to Im- 
perial College as assistant lec- 
turer. To his dismay, he was 
required to teach, not as an or- 


ganic chemist text in the more 
mathematical realms of physi- 
cal drenrisoy. This was soon to 

prove a blessing fa dtsgpdse 
when, in 1948, daring the tenure 
ofanlQ Research Fellowship, 
he piHkhM ralmhrihiKiyi tlie 
preferred three-dimensional 
shape of an organic molecule. 

His critical moment of in- 
sight came in the following 
year when he was a visiting lec- 
turer at Harvard and attended 
a seminar in Professor Tonis 


centred around unusual reac- 
tions of steroids. He disagreed 
with the conventional explana- 
tions, and recognised, because 
of his calculations, that there 
was an “obvious" relationship 
between the preferred shape of 
a molecule and its reactivity. His 
key paper cm the subject, which 
came to be known as Confor- 
mational Analysis, was pub- 
lished in 1950 and Jed directly 
to the 1969 Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry, which he shared 
with the Norwegian physical 
chemist Odd Hassel 

On his return to the UK_he 
moved to Birkbeck College, 
London, first as Reader and 
then, at the early age of 35. as 
Professor. In 195S, Barton was 
invited to become Regius Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry at Glasgow 
University, where space was at 
a premium and he was installed 
in a glass partitioned office 
-within his own research labo- 
ratory. Fran this excellent view- 
point, frequent and sDent forays 
were made mtn the surrounding 
laboratory to startle his co- 
wodaos and enquire after the re- 
sults of “our latest experiment”. 

The stay in Glasgow lasted 
only 18 months, however. The 
sudden death of Professor A£. 
Braude precipitated his recall to 
bis Alma Mater, and be was 
then to remain at Imperial Col- 
lege, ultimately as Hofmann 
Professor, for the next 20 years. 

During the Fifties, he was 
also preoccupied with ehid- 





Barton, left, receiving the Nobel Prize for Chemistry m Oslo in 1969 


dating the detailed structure of 
natural products of plant and 
animal origin bat he recognised 
the advent of new spectroscop- 
ic machin es would soon make 
this a routine pursuit. He began 
to pursue “The Invention of New 
Chemical Reactions” as his in- 
tellectual challenge. These were 
to prove his preoccupation for 
almost another 4fl years, and led 

to extraordinary productivity. 

His original gppmadi can be 

illustrated by a reaction now 
known as the Barton Nitrite 
Photolysis. It was unusual ance 
it used light as the energy 
source at a time when most or- 
ganic cbemistswere uring heat. 


and also remarkable because 
species called “free radicals” 
were involved, while the tradi- 
tional organic synthesis of the 
day was firmly rooted in the use 
of positively and negatively 
charged intermediates. Most 
importantly, it provided a meth- 
od for preparing the steroid al- 
dosterone at a time when the 
world supply from natural 
sources was only a few mil- 
ligrams. The power of the new 
reaction was demonstrated at a 
lecture when Barton produced 
a bottle containing 60 grams of 
the steroid. 

Free radicals were also used 
in a theory called phenolic ox- 


idative coupling which explained 
how complex stuctures such as 
morphine could be made inride 
plants. His “retreat and return" 
philosophy can be seen again in 
the Barton-McCombie free rad- 
ical deoxygenatkm (1975) which 
was used to modify antibiotics 
and in the radical reagents 
called Barton Esters ( 1983). In 
these “firsts" and a host of oth- 
er areas such as fiuorination, 
Vitamin D chemistry, or peni- 
cillins, Barton made major con- 
tributions which would be the 
single high point in the careers 
ofrnost other organic chemists. 

In the s umm er of 1977, Bar- 
ton shocked the UK scientific 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 

establishment by announcing 
that, since he did not wish to re- 
tire at 65, he would move to the 
village of Gif-sur- Yvette near 
Paris as Director of the Institut 
de Chimie des Substances Na- 
ture lies, a world-renowned cen- 
trepiece of the French CNRS 
research system. His selection 
of France was made, not only 
because of his love of fine 
French wines and cheeses, but 
also for his French second wife, 
Christiane Cognet, whom he 
had married in 1969. 

The years in Gif were ex- 
tremely creative, and he ad- 
justed easily to the French 
rhythm of life. Visiting speak- 


ers at the Institut were treated 
to sumptuous three-hour lunch- 
es prepared by Christiane, be - 

ginning with champagnes and 
ending with Sautemes. His co- 
workers invited to lunch could 
have problems when they re- 
turned to the lab at 330pm for 
another five hours’ work. 

This period also saw Barton 
begin to tackle his last great sri- 
ernific challenge - the oxidation 
of saturated hydrocarbons. The 
problem here lies in convening 

basic petroleum products such 
as methane into feedstock fur 
the fine chemical industry. Yet 
iigim, drawing inspiration from 
the chemical reactions occurring 
in nature, and thinking about 
the atmosphere of a primordial 
■-arrh, he invented the Gif Ox- 
idation, a combination of air, 
iron powder, hydrogen sul- 
phide, vinegar and a dash of 
pyridine — and it worked. 

In 1986, at the age of 68. 
and faced again by the prospect 
of an unwanted retirement, 
be made his final move and 
accepted an invitation to be- 
come Distinguished Professor 
of Chemistry' at Texas A 
and M University, where he 
relished the competition of the 
American funding system. 

Following the death of his 
wife Christiane in 1992, he 
married Judith Cobb and. from 
the borne provided by Judy, and 
the two dogs on whom he dol- 
ed, he continued to travel on the 
international science scene at a 
pace which would be the enw 
of those only half his age. 

Derek Barton had a complex 
personality. The public per- 
sona presented in scientific 
meetings was of a rather for- 
bidding figure, and his scientific 
rigpur meant that he was always 
the first to ask probing questions 
after a lecture. Though he mel- 
lowed over the years, many of 
his colleagues were somewhat 
in awe of him, and found it hard 
to live up to his demanding stan- 
dards. so that research discus- 


sions were often conducted on 
a polite and formal level. 

In social gatherings, too, he 
v/as a little uncomfortable and 
keen to escape. To those who 
knew him well however, and 
with whom he could relax, an 
entirely different personality 
was revealed. At these limes, he 
had a great sense of fun. loving 
to tell stories of people and 
places and revealing a surpris- 
ingly catholic range of interests 
in unsuspected areas such as lit- 
erature and music. He was in- 
tensely proud of the world-wide 
family of his Conner colleagues 
and, as a “godfather", he always 
wished to help them. 

Barton liked to set himself 
new targets -and to meet them. 
One of these, made over 10 
years ago, was to publish 1 ,000 
research papers before the age 
of 80. and in this, he surpassed 
his gnnl- a remarkable achieve- 
ment from a remarkable man. 

William B. Motherwell 

Derek Hamid Richard Barton, 
chemise bom G r avesend. Kent 8 
September 1918; Assistant Lectur- 
er, Department of Chemistry, Im- 
periaf Calege 194546, Id Research 
Fellow 1946-49; Reader in Organic 
Chemistry. Birkbeck Coifegc 1950- 
53, Professor of Organic Chemistry 
1953-55; FRS 1954; Regius Profes- 
sor of Chemistry, Glasgow Univer- 
sity 1955-57; FRSE 1956: Professor 
of Organic Chemistry, Imperial Col- 
lege 1957-70. Hofmann Professor of 
Organic Chemistry 1970-78, Emer- 
itus Professor of Organic Chemistry. 
London ( Jiu' wersrty (978-98; Nobel 
Prize for Chemtstry [jointly with Odd 
Hassel ) 1969: Ki 1972; Director, In- 
stitut de Chimie des Substances 
NatureBes. CNRS 1977-85; Distin- 
guished Professor of Chemistry. 
Texas A and M University 1986-95. 
Dow Distinguished Professor of 
Chemical Invention 1995-98; mar- 
ried 1944 Jeanne W3kins (one son; 
marriage dissolved), 1969 Christiane 
Cognet (died 1992). 1993 Judith 
Cobb; died College Station. Texas 16 
March 1998. 
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THE LAST Secretary of the old 
Department of Agriculture for 
Scotland who became the first 
head id 1962 of the Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Matthew Campbell was an aus- 
tere and extremely competent 
rivD servant However, his claim 
to lasting fame was hs work from 
1951 to 1954 3sSecretaiy of the 
Thyior Committee which creat- 
ed the Crofters' Conmussion- 

Campbell worked well with. 
Sir Thomas Murray Tfcylor, at 
that time the Principal and Vice- 
Chancellor of Aberdeen Uni- 
versity, a distinguished King’s 
Counsel who had been asked by 
James Stuart, Churchill’s in- 
coming Secretary of State for 
Scotland, to chair an enquiry 
whose terms of reference were 
to review crofting conditions in the 
Highlands and Islands with special 
reference 10 the secure establishment 
of a smallholding population, 
making full use of agricultural re- 
sources and deriving the m a x imum 
economic benefit therefrom. 

In a position of considerable 
power from 1953 until he retired 
in 3968, Campbell did more 
than anybody eke to implement 
the recommendations of the 
Crofter’s Commission which 
transformed the Highlands. 

Matthew Campbell was born 
in High Blantyre into a family 
of teachers. He went to Hamil- 
ton Academy, then a famous 
scholarly school specialising in 



Campbell: no nonsense 

Classics, and on to Glasgow 
University. Entering the Civil 
Service in 1928, be went first to 
the Inland Revenue and after a 
short spell at the Admiralty to 
the Department of Agricul- 
ture, which he was to serve for 
the next third, of a century. 

Taylor mod Campbell realised 
that the crofters were members 
of their own community and that 
apart from special difficulties 
shared to the full the general 
disabilities which afflicted so dis- 
astrously the remote commu- 
nities in the Highlands and 

Islands. All were affected by the 
“evil results” which flowed from 
the wasteful exploitation of 
natural resources by land and 
sea, from deforestation and 
soil erosion, from years of ne- 
glect and improvident man- 


agement All suffered a lack of 
employment with resulting de- 
population, from poor com- 
munications and the terrible 
cost of every form of transport. 

These conditions were not 
Ukefy to be dissipated by any 
magical remedy or in a short 
space of time. If the process of 
decaywas to be arrested and re- 
versed it would require a seri- 
ous political decision that these 
crofting communities should 
not be allowed to perish and a 
settled pa&y well conceived and 
resolutely maintained for many 
years. Above all Campbell, both 
at the time of the report and 
later as head of the Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
faced up to the fact that a sub- 
stantial expenditure of public 
money was required. 

As a young MR I marvelled 
at how skilful the Department 
of Agriculture was at getting a 
huge share of public money out 
of my first three Secretaries of 
State; Jack Mackay, Michael 
Noble and Willie Ross. If any- 
body could get money it was 
Campbell. Sir Alec Cairncross, 
one of the Government’s most 
• important post-war economic 
advisers, recalk his competence 
as a committee secretary and his 
subtle sense of humour. I be- 
lieve it was an astute tolerance 
of the ridiculous that helped the 
somewhat formidable no- 


nonsense Campbell to deal so 
effectively with the Highlanders, 
with whose real problems he 
had an innate sympathy. 

The Tfcylor Committee found 
a great diversity of conditions: 

Certain problems are common to all 

n nfrin g mfTT TmiTiifix teif ihfe 

fniini wH BfM ihfff j^k^ug dif- 

ferences between cme district and an- 
other, and even between one 
adjacent island and another. Al one 
end of the scale there are the mori- 
bund communities of the north- 
western seaboard, at the other the 
sew and prosperous holdings in the 
Black Isle. 

La some parts of the west the old 
people, sole survivors of a once 
flourishing township, passed their de- 
dining yean watching the tilled lan yf 
going back to reeds and rashes, 
while in Orkney the virgin sofl is be- 
ing brought back under the plough 
at the rate of eight to nine hundred 
acres every year, and in Shetland 
young men bad; from the whale- 
fishing in the Antarctic look in vain 
for holdings in which tbey can 
marry and settle down. 

There is the island of Lewis, with 
poor peaty soil covering the Archaean 
Gneiss, with a crowded, lively, vivid 
community, and the vast empty island 
of MuD with much better land and 
great areas of understocked pasture. 

Campbell wrote beautifully. 
The recommendations were 
constructive - a Crofters' Com- 
mission, responsible to the Sec- 
retary of State and endowed 
with adequate financial and ex- 
ecutive powers; active use of 
land settlement powers in the 
eroding counties; the promotion 


of land settlement schemes to ! 
come within the purview of the ! 
commission; notification of all 
vacancies in crofts and power 
for the commission to ensure 
that crofts then vacant and 
crofts falling vacant in the fu- 
ture were relet in a way best cal- 
culated to promote the interests 
of the croftmg community; dis- 
cretionary power to terminate 
the tenancy of any crofting ten- 
ant who did not ordinarily re- 
side on or within two miles of 
the holding dispossession of an 
absentee tenant; houses occu- 
pied by old people who had few 
charters excused the valuation 
role; and power for the 
Crofters’ Commission to frame 
a scheme for the- reorganisation 
of any township which had 
fallen into decay. 

Campbell’s memorial is a 
Scottish Highlands with a new 
life breathed into it. 

Tam Daiyell 

Matthew Campbell, avil servant: 
bom High Blantyre, Lanarkshire 23 
May 1907; Principal, Department af 
Agriculture fer Scotland 1938-43, As- 
sistant Secretary 1943-53, Under- 
secretary 1953-58, Secretory 
1958-62, Secretary. Department 
of Agriculture and fisheries fer 
Scotlond 1962-68; CB 1959: KBE 
1963; married 1939 fsobeflo Wfcon 
(died 1977; tvw sons); died Edinburgh 
7 March 1998. 


W. L GUTTSMAN was ap- 
pointed founding Chief Li- 
brarian of the University of 
East Anglia at Norwich in 1964. 
He created a teaching collection 
with remarkable speed, and 
one which soon aspired even to 
the level of scholarly research. 

Willi Guttsman was more 
than a librarian, however; he 
was a scholar. He had taken a 
part-time degree in Sociology at 
the London School of Eco- 
nomics, while working there as 
a library assistant in 1946, and 
his published books range from 
The British Ruling Class, which 
he edited in 1969. to his histo- 
ries The German Social Demo- 
cratic Prim 1875-1933 (1981) 
and Worker's Culture in Weimar 
Germany (1990) and his Art for 
the Workers, published last year. 



Guttsman: reticent 


In his most recent research- 
es, published in books and pa- 
pers, he opened up a new aspect 
of art history. He combined his 
knowledge of German social 
democracy with his unrivalled 
knowledge of the visual arts 
(much of it ephemeral) that 
served left-wing political ends. It 
is an important contribution to 
the “New Art History”, no longer 
restricted to the mere study of 
style and connoisseuiship. 

Guttsman had a passion for 
culture in the widest sense, but 
perhaps especially for the visu- 
al arts, including architecture. 
He provided crucial support in 
attempts to persuade the Sen- 
ate of UEA to allocate funds for 
a collection of works of art, and 
heroically defended the uni- 
versity architect, Denys Lasdun, 
when lesser voices were raised 
in criticism. He collected works 
of art loo, usually from artists he 
knew personally, selected with 
a discerning eye for quality. 

WQli Guttsman and I had 
much in common - wc went to 
the same school in Berlin, we 
both came to England as 
refugees from Germany before 
the Second World War. and we 
both loved the arts. However, it 
was not until I read an interview 
be gave to ihe Eastern Daily Press 
on the publication of his last 
book that 1 discovered that he 
had suffered in a concentration 


camp before his parents man- 
aged to get an emigration visa for 
him to enter England, that he 
had lost both his parents in the 
Holocaust, and then, after ar- 
riving m England alone at the af»r 
of 19. been interned as an ene- 
my alien and sent to Australia. 
He accepted these trials philo- 
sophically, without any bitterness. 

His inborn reticence pre- 
vented discussion of such deeply 
personal matters. Even when, 
on rare occasions. I attempted 
to exchange a word or two in 
German, he never responded - 
indeed, when I met him by 
chance on the S-balm in Berlin, 
where he was pursuing his re- 
searches for his last book, he 
replied in English. 

It was only in that last book 
he allowed himself the reveal- 
ing dedication “To Valerie and 
Janet". Willi Guttsman's pride 
in his wile’s Lord Mayorship of 
Norwich and her contribution 
to the life of the city as a psy- 
chiatric social worker, and his 
daughters professional success 
as a Reuter correspondent, 
typically remained unspoken. 

Peter Lasko 

Wifcam Leo Guttsman, librarian: 
bom Berlin 23 August 1920; Chief 
Librarian, University of East AngDa 
1964-85; married 1942 Valerie 
Udrtig (one daughter); <Sed Norwich 
D February 1998. 


BIRTHS 

BARNES: On 21 March, lo Jeieinyand 
Camilla (nee Vignoles). a son, Oscar 
Benjamin Vignotes, a brother for 
Joshua and Saskia. 

KING: Tb Anthony and Breeda, a 
daughter, Megan, on 24 Rtorcn 
1998; All lave and best wishes fiosn 
Nanny and Grandad, Tbn y anti 
Brenda King, and from the s*®“‘ 
mndpareniiEddK and Sheila King 
mid Writer and Hs* &CmK. 

DEATHS 

C# COLUSTOft 
. . ♦ dety of Jesus. On 19 March WW “ 

London, aged S5. R eqmcm Mass * 
, fiumStr^CJiDrcluLcjadon wl.on 

Friday 27 March at 2pm. 
JOHNSTON: On 
Johnston OCX dear husband oflhc loe 

Priscilla Johmton and dear fethCTot 

Wiliam, Catherine.'Lucy and M*y. 

Mircb al Friends* Meeting House, 
Street. Somerset , 
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BIRTHS, 

marriages 

&. DEATHS 

in due come. No Sowers by iwge**- 
Deflations 10 Laurence Stcroe This, 
POOLE- WILSON: On 22 March. 
Oeacefalh at home, Denis Smith 
TtepMtton CHE FRCS. age d 93 
years. Widower of Monica demot- 
ed blberNfcfaolas and Philip, father- 

in-law of Ran and May and 
grandfather of Peter, Alexander, 
wflliain, Michael and Oenaoe. Fo- 

neral alBcrwck St James Pu nch on 

30 March at 230pm. Pantos flowers 
only. Donations may be sent » 
RfcudstrfCSriStW Hospital, cfe HA. 
Hairold & Sons. 77 Estcomt Road. 
Salisbury 5P1 3AX. 

Announcements for BttCrtB, MAR- 

RIAGS A DEATHS Should be sent « 
writing to thoGaanMeEdteor, The l«- 
deaendent. t Cured* Square, Canary 
Whw<London SDL ***l£«*? 
co M71-293 20 Q or A»d » «7l-3» 
2010. and are c har ge d at «■» a Hne 
(VAT man). 
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Changing of the Guard 


TbcflMKteM* 
ihe OonA Lite 


Birthdays 

Sr Brian Bailey, former chairman. 
Television South West, 75; Major Sir 
Shane Blewitt, former Keeper of the 
Privy Poise, 63; Mr Humphrey Bur- 
ton, writer and broadcaster. 67; Sir 
former MR 57: Mr 
Lawrence Cunliffe MP, 69; Mr 
Stephen Dorrefl MP, 46; Professor 
Mary Douglas, anthropologist, 77; 
Professor Sir Raymond Firth, an- 
thropologist, 97; Mr Ronald Flana- 
gan, Chief Constable, RUC, 49; 
Professor^ Patrick Bsnest, surgeon, 
75; Mr Robert Bat, impresario, 46; 
Mbs Aretha franklin, soil ang£r,56; 
Sir Peter Gibbings, former ifefrman, 
Anglia TV, 69; Mr John Gifferd, 
Chief Constable, Staffordshire, 46. 
Mr Paul Michael Glaser, actor, 54; 
General Sir James Glover, former 
Commander-In-Chief, UK Land 
Forces, 69; Mr David Hkte, interi- 
or designer, 69; Sir Elton John, rock 

smgsr, 51; The Most Rev AiwynKice 
Jones. Archbishop of 'Wales, 64; Mr 
Nick Lowe, rock performer and 
composer, 49; Sir Bernard MHkx, for- 
mer chairman, John Lewis Partner- 
ship, 94; Mr Leif Mills, general 
secretary. Banking, Insurance and Fi- 
ll ance Union, 62; .Lord Quinton, 
former chairman of the Board, 
British Library. 73; Ms Christine Rus- 
sell MP, 53; Miss Dorothy Squires, 
anger, S3; Mr Wflfiam "Baylor, Com- 
missioner, Qty of London Police, 51; 
Lord Walter of Worcester, former 
MP, 65; Mr Michael Whiiiam, 
Director-General, British Red Cross i 

Society, 51; Mr Keith WWtBon, chief 

executive. Midland Bank, 55. 
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Manslaughter by omission requires duty to act 


Regina v Khan and another; 
Court of Appeal (Criminal 
Division) (lord justice Swfmort 
Thomas, Mr Justice Rbc and Mr 
justice Astf) 18 March 1998 

IN ORDER for a person to be 
convicted of manslaughter by 
omission, it was necessary to 
show that be had owed a duty 
to the deceased to act 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed ihe appeals of Rungjabe 
Khan and Thbir Kahn against 
their convictions ofmaislaugh- 
ter at Birmingham Crown 
Court. They had also been 
convicted of offences of sup- 
plying drugs and of possession 
with intent to supply, and had 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
prevent the burial of a dead 
body. 

The deceased was a 15- 
year-old prostitute. She had 
gone to a flat where the ap- 


pellants, who were drug deal- 
ers, bad supplied her with a 
quantity of heroin. It was prob- 
ably the first time she had tak- 
en the drug. She had snorted 
through her nose and swal- 
lowed an amount which was 10 
times the therapeutic dose and 
twice the amount likely to be 
taken by an experienced user. 
She had begun to cough and 
splutter and had gone into a 
coma, befog obviously in need 
of medical attention. The ap- 
pellants had left the flat, leav- 
ing the giri alone. They had 
returned the next day to find 
her dead, and had dumped her 
body on some waste ground. 

They were charged with 
murder, but, at the dose of the 
prosecution case, the judge 
had upheld a defence submis- 
sion that no reasonable jury 
could condude that either ap- 
pellant had possessed the req- 


uisite intent, and had ruled 
that it was open to the jury to 
convict of manslaughter by 
omission. 

BoBxrSin^i (Rrgistnircf Criminal Ap- 
peals) for RunpabeKhan; Frier Carr 
(Registrar of Criminal A ppeab) for 
Tahir Khan: John Mitring QC \CrOnn 
Prosecution Service) for the Gottl 

Lord Justice Swinton Thomas 
said that the judge had put the 
case on the bads that the ap- 
pellants could be convicted of 
manslaughter if they had set in 
train a chain of events which 
had given rise to a risk of 
harm to the deceased. It was 
important to bear in mind that 
the actus reus relied on by the 
Crown was not the supply of 
heroin but the omission to 
summon medical assistance. 

Before a jury could convict 
of manslaughter, they had to be 
sure that the defendant was 


criminally responsible for the 
killing. In Airedale National 
Health Trust v Bland [1993] AC 
7S9 Lord Muslill had stressed 
that in order lo be criminally 
responsible for the conse- 
quences of an omission a per- 
son must stand “in such a 
relation to the victim that he is 
under a duty to act". 

The Crown had submitted 
that the present case was a 
“duty case", and that the judge 
had so decided. He had, how- 
ever. clearly done no such 
thing. He had made no ruling 
as to whether the facts were ca- 
pable of giving rise to the rel- 
evant duly and had not 
directed the jury in relation to 
that issue. To extend the duty 
to summon medical assistance 
to a drug dealer who supplied 
heroin to a person who subse- 
quently died would undoubt- 
edly' enlarge the class of 


persons lo whom, on previous 
authority, such a duty must he 
owed. 

In the present case the sum- 
ming up on manslaughter fn 
omission had been flawed and 
inappropriate. If the Crown al- 
leged manslaughter by omis- 
sion on facts such as those in 
the present case, the appro- 
priate course would be to leave 
lo the jury the following ques- 
tions; whether a duly of cure 
was owed hv the defendant to 
the deceased: whether there 
had been a breach of that 
duly; whether the breach had 
caused the death: and whether 
the breach of duty should be 
characterised as gross negli- 
gence and therefore as a 
criminal act. 

But for the reasons given 
the conviction for manslaugh- 
ter must be quashed. 

Kate O'Hanlon, Barrister 
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Clinton’s vision 
of a new Africa 


WHEN Bill Clinion flies into Cape Town tomorrow to meet Nelson Man- 
dela. two of ihe world’s more charismatic statesmen will have the oppor- 
tunity to eramine one of the world's more intractable problems. How can 
we Lift Africa from the bottom of the economic heap and liberate it from 
the violence, despotism and famine that have haunted it far too long? Both 
men share a vision of a new Africa. As President Clinton put it to his au- 
dience in Ghana: “One hundred years from now your grandchildren and 
mine wilt look back and say this was the beginning of an African Renais- 
sance"- a resonant phrase borrowed from the ANC itself. 

It may well lake a century to see democratic lion-economies roaring 
out of Africa. Even so, for a continent that has long been written off as 
an economic and political basket-case it was a bold statement. What now 
must Clinton and the West - and Africans themselves - do to stimulate 
the re-birth of the continent? 

The Gist thing is to recognise that Africa is not a homogenous mass. 
Thie there arc still states where the familiar post-independence mix of one- 
partyism, endemic corruption and brutality retains its grip. But parts of 
Africa are emerging from this model as surely, painfully and slowly they 
escaped from colonialism. Cruel and capricious “presidents for life' like 
Amin of Uganda, Banda of Malawi and Mobutu of Zaire have gone. They 
were propped up by the West in the Cold War era when America's allies 
were chosen by their hostility to the Soviet Union and their willingness to 
do what the CIA warned. 

Africa is no longer used as a proxy battlefield by the old superpowers. 
Apartheid is over. The peoples of half of sub-Saharan Africa's 43 nations 
now chose their own governments. Old-style leaders like former President 
Nyercre of Tanzania and President Moi of Kenya want to resist what they 
call “Coca-Cob style democracy” being imposed on Africa. Quite rigfaL When 
the British left behind Westminster-siyle parliaments complete with maces, 
speakers and wigs they did not long survive as more than dignified curiosities. 
There can be no question of imposing constitutions. Equally there can be 
no hiding behind one-partyism as the only way to manage ethnic conflict. 

There are new and hopeful exemplars in Africa. It was no accident that 
Clinton chose to go to a country like Uganda. President Museveni does not 
run a Scandinavian -style perfect democratic regime. What be has worked for 
is to give his long-suffering people a degree of stability without resorting to 
the worst despotic excesses of his predecessors. In Uganda one sees the be- 
ginnings of the freedoms that ensure stability and a political system that ac- 
commodates ethnicity and does not exploit it - the rule of law, protection of 
minorities, freedom of the pres and so on. Despite its move to multi-party 
democracy the intimidation witnessed in the recent elections shows that Kenya 
still fails far short of the progress of its smaller neighbour. 

The Kenyan High Commissioner in London said on television that he 
didn’t care that Clinton hadn’t chosen to drop in on Nairobi. Don’t you 
believe it. It hurts. What also hum is the embargo on aid to KcDya. That 
is why it stands and should continue. It is also a reason why the West needs 
to turn its attention to the logical corollary of this approach and look at 
large scale debt cancellation for countries where the beginnings of good 
governance are providing the underpinnings for economic growth. 

Far away from Gaberone, Cape Town and Kampala the West will soon 
have an opportunity to extend its initiative beyond pure diplomacy. Next 
month our own Gordon Brown will tell the World Bank/IMF summit in 
Washington, and the G7 meeting that follow it in Birmingham in May, 
about his proposal to relieve debt and poverty in Africa. It wQl involve trans- 
ferring some of the burden of debt from those nations least able to bear 
it to the bigger developing economies. The West has demonstrated what 
can be done with political will when it came to assisting the economies of 
the former Soviet Union and, most recently, the far east. As of this week 
the serious debate on what can be done to help Africa has really begun. 
President Clinton mast now match the excellent pace he has set in the diplo- 
matic field and lead the West in lending urgency to rescuing a too-long 
neglected and misunderstood continent. 

Blair the lobbyist? 

LNFIN, un chef dc gowremmenl anglais qui parte te fiwiqais! Mats rappeUez- 
voas. nos chcrs franqais, cc (fltt‘ te petit caporal nous a appeUcs une nation 
Je commerqants. Cc matin notts nous demandons: cc M Blair, est-il \ raiment 
noire premier ministre ou - deguise - un cspece dc negociant, un agent d'in- 
fhtcncc etrangerv. te dclegue dune socicte pmve, Venterprise intemationate 
gerve par Rupert Murdoch. 

Yet it’s not the French who need to beware but the Italians. The Euro- 
lines buzz with reports that the British prime minister has been lobbying 
Romano Prodi on beba If of Murdoch Enterprises Inc. Could it be that Mr 
Blair is moonlighting as a lobbyist? There will be those, especially in France, 
who will sav: this is what British membership of the European Union amounts 
to. It confirms that Charles dc Gaulle was right ail along and all we are is 
a kind of Trojan Horse for American interests. 

Downing Street denies there is anything in the story that Mr Blair wooed 
Mr Prodi. Media ownership is a touchy subject in modern Italian politics 
and there can be few who think substituting Murdoch for Berlusconi would 
constitute an increase in pluralism. The Prodi government has enough on 
its hands, what with gelling Italy fit for EMU. without having to counter 
allegations that it is permitting foreign meddling. 

As for Mr Blair, let us hope that, if Murdoch asked him to intervene, he 
had the good sense to say no. To sit on his hands while Rupert Murdoch 
pursues a predatory pricing policy in newspaper markets in this country is 
one thing. But for the prime minister of the United Kingdom to teuton Mur- 
doch’s behalf abroad would be of a shockingly different order of magnitude. 





Fees for students 

ANDREAS Whittam Smith’s “Con- 
fessions of a student in the golden 
era" (24 March) play into the hands 
of those who would happily turn ed- 
ucation into an entirely commercial 
business rattier than viewing it as part 
of a national strategy. He also reveals 
a touching naivety. 

Many of us who went to univer- 
sity without having to pay directly to 
do so understood perfectly well 
where the money for our education 
came from. It was provided because 
the nation recognised it needed a 
skilled workforce of trained gradu- 
ates - to govern, to build infra- 
structure, to make sick people well, 
and to develop goods for export. My 
fellow students and I studied how to 
design vital new homes, schools and 
hospitals, while our colleagues were 
similarly training in engineering, 
science or medicine. The money was 
found so we could learn how to cre- 
ate national wealth and improve the 
quality of life. 

Our student grants may have cov- 
ered the basics of sharing a student 
flat in a Liverpool back street, but 
our lifestyles were hardly luxurious. 
Meanwhile, many of our contem- 
poraries were already earning their 
own income, marrying, buying 
homes and starting families, while 
we deferred those ambitions to 
complete our training. We were will- 
ing to do so in the belief that we 
would be compensated later 
through higher than average earn- 
ings. But we also understood that 
we would then pay more income tax 
which, in turn, would be used (in 
part) for our universities to educate 
future generations. 

These notions of national goals 
and inter-generational relationships 
seem to have been lost in arguments 
about costs and benefits to the in- 
dividual, and Andreas Whittam 
Smith's confessions about his own 
limited motives in going to univer- 
sity do little to remind us of the big- 
ger picture. 

SEBASTIAN MACMILLAN 

Architect 

Cambridge 
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THE letter from Diana Warwick (23 
March) demonstrates, perhaps unin- 
tentionally, just how unfair and poor- 
ly thought-out the new system of 
higher education funding wQl be. Re- 
payments on a Joan wiD indeed depend 
on the graduate's personal circum- 
stances -but the amount to be repaid 
will depend on the parents' income. 

How can it possibly be acceptable 
that two colleagues in their thirties, 
with the same income, may be pay- 
ing very different loan repayments 
because of their parents’ relative 
prosperity 15 years earlier? 

IAN JOHNSTON 

College Lecturer in Engineering 

Science 

Brasenose College. Oxford 

Models of citizenship 

I COULDN'T agree more that we 
need “citizenship for a new genera- 
tion” (leading article, 24 March). Un- 
fortunately, the models of citizenship 
currently running for candidacy are 
usually far from suitable. 

It is an over-expressed fallacy that 
the youth of today has no interest in 
politics. This misconception leads to 
the inevitable next step of question- 
ing how we can encourage our young 
citizens to become politically active; 
to vote, stand for council and use all 
the traditionally accepted avenues for 
expression of active citizenship. 

Why is it that politicians and ed- 
ucationists cannot see that whilst 
they ask themselves these questions 
in stufly offices, our young citizens are 
out there actively engaging in a new 
kind of politics? A “globalised" world 
is offering new opportunities to be- 
come politically active in ways which 
are no longer by necessity tied to the 
structure of the nation state or formal 
politics. For example, environmental 
dangers and a growing demand- for 
some form of standardisation of hu- 


man rights, offer communities and in- 
dividuals an opportunity to act local- 
ly on global imperatives. 

It is this wider agenda that pro- 
vides the forum for younger gener- 
ations to act out their displeasure with 
the political social and economic sys- 
tems they witness around them. 
They already demonstrate youthful 
energy and political responsibility, al- 
beit in a form not readily recognised 
by the old school of citizenship. 
DrSARAMacKIAN 
Macclesfield, Cheshire 

Cook was right 

THE coverage of the Foreign Sec- 
retary's visit to Jerusalem has been a 
depressing demonstration of the ex- 
tent to which the basic issues at the 
heart of the Israel/P&Jestmian conflict 
remain obscured by Israel's success 
in setting the terms of debate. Can we 
remind ourselves of just a few facts? 

Fust, the acceptance by the Pales- 
tinians of a two-state solution to the 
conflict is itself a massive compromise 
on their part - Israel is built on what 
was Palestinian territory, with milli ons 
of refugees from that territory, and 
their dependants, now scattered 
around the world and Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s government adamant that 
they wil] not be allowed to return. 

Second, the United Nations, in 
line with international law, consid- 
ers the land acquired by force in 1967 
to be occupied territory, and the Is- 
raeli settlements built there illegal 

Third, the Oslo Accords signed 
by the government of Israel ex- 
pressly prohibit further settlement- 
building, pending a final agreement 
by the parties to the conflict. 

In the Kgh t of this, and much more, 
Robin Cook’s actions on behalf of the 
European Union in visiting a settle- 
ment site and shaking the hand of an 
elected Palestinian representative is 


surely a welcome (if small) gesture of 
fairness towards a people who are 
continuing to pig very dearly for what 
Europeans, not Palestinians, did to the 
Jewish people during the 20th cen- 
tury. If a genuine and lasting resolu- 
tion of the conflict is to be achieved, 
which is in the interests of the Israeli 
people as much as anyone, then ac- 
tions such as Mr Cook’s -and a good 
deal more - are essenn'aL 
BILL SPIERS 
Deputy General Secretary 
Scottish Trades Union Congress 
Glasgow 

Church investment 

I WONDER whether Bishop Bdo of 
East Timor would share the Church 
Commissioners' view (report, 23 
March) that it is acceptable for the 
Church of England to invest in com- 
panies such as British Aerospace, 
whose sale of weapons to the In- 
donesian government has contributed 
to the slaughter of so many Timorese 
people, just because they also man- 
ufacture commercial aeroplanes? 

Aaron Katana’s spurious expla- 
nation that the Commissioners' con- 
cern is that their investments are not 
made in companies who are “whol- 
ly or mainly in [the defence] business” 
is morally indefensible. Did they 
not bother to read BAe's 1996 An- 
nual Report, which stared that 60 per 
cent of their previous year’s manu- 
facturing was of militaiy equipment? 
JAMES SAVAGE 
London SW6 

I WAS interested to read that none 
of the Church of England investors 
in arms firms said that they intend- 
ed to use their influence as share- 
holders to persuade the firms to 
make ploughshares instead. 

CHRIS TOLLEY 
Basingstoke. Hampshire 


TV sports coverage 

SPORT on television arouses strong 
emotions and the reaction of some to 
the publication of the Report of the 
Advisory Group on Listed Events, 
which I chaired, may have aroused un- 
necessary fears among sports lovers 
who are not subscribers to cable or 
satellite channels (report, 21 March). 

Before appointing the Advisory 
Group, the Secretary of State con- 
sulted widely on the criteria to be tak- 
en into account in deciding whether 
or not to list an event. In order io 
be eligible for listing, an event must 
meet the following main criterion: 

the event has a special national resonance, 
iiot simply a significance to those who or- 
dinarily follow the sport concerned; it is 
an event which serves to unite the nation; 
a shared point on the national calendar. 

Test cricket, whatever its impor- 
tance, can hardly be described as a 
shared point on the national calen- 
dar - it is virtually a shared su miner 
- and it is difficult to apply differ- 
ent criteria to premier league foot- 
ball and Test cricket. 

The B list actually creates much 
more protection for the average view- 
er than was previously available. I ac- 
cept that secondary coverage - limited 
live coverage, delayed as-live trans- 
mission or edited highlights - is not 
as good as foil live coverage but it does 
represent a considerable improvement 
on the current position where, if an 
event is not listed, the non-satellite 
viewer is not guaranteed coverage. 

Much greater protection will be 
afforded to the average viewer if the 
Secretary of State decides to endorse 
our recommendations. 

Lord GORDON of Strathblane 
House of Lords, London SU7 

Through the looking-glass 

COULD Lewis Carroll have in- 
vented a situation where, according 
to recent advertisements, you can 
save £100 a year by buying your elec- 
tricity from gas companies and an- 
other £1 00 by buying your gas from 
electricity companies? 
JTMTATCHELL 
Wokingfiam, Berkshire 
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What’s the funniest part of the joke: the words, the timing, or the lack of laughter? 



MILES 

KINGTON 


THERE has been a small exchange of cor- 
respondence recently in this paper about 
the famous though perhaps not very well- 
known Jack Benny radio sketch in which 
a mugger slops ihe notoriously mean co- 
median Jack Benny and says “Your mon- 
ey or your life” and the notoriously mean 
Jack Benny says nothing and the mugger 
says, “Well?” and the notoriously mean 
Jack Benny says, Tm thinking. I'm think- 
ing!”. or words to that effect. 

What the correspondents were arguing 
about, I think, was why it was so funny - 
was the line funny? was the silence fun- 
ny? was it a sketch or a one-liner? - and 
1 am in the odd position that I should be 
able to settle all arguments, because I hare 
actually heard that Jack Benny sketch. I 
don't mean I heard it when it first went 
out. which was in the 1930s, some while 
before I was bam. but that 1 heard it when 
I visited the Museum of Broadcasting in 
New York a few years ago. This is where 
they keep all Lhe famous TV moments, the 


historic moon walks, the great shows of yes- 
teryear, blah blah blah, but where they also 
keep Lhe great moments of radio. 

Now, I am just about old enough to re- 
member the first great radio stars, if only 
from the era when they were being turned 
into aged TV stars - my Dad was always 
watching the Jack Benny Shaw, and George 
Bums and Grade Allen, and Bob Hope, 
and Vic Oliver, and I watched along with 
him -so I do feel some link with that gold- 
en age. I know that Vic Oliver played the 
violin badly and spoke English curiously. 

I know that Jack Benny also played the vi- 
olin badly and in addition was mean, and 
bad a black valet named Rochester. Indeed, 
i knew about Jack Benny’s Rochester be-- 
fore 1 had ever heard of the Brontes' 
Rochester... 

So even when young I could undcretand 
Ihe joke when Bob Hope said* “Jack Ben- 
ny is the meanest man I know. That man 
is so mean that... Why, I was having din- 
ner with him the other night, and when the 


waiter brought the check, he tried to hide 
in the toilet! But r wouldn’t let him in...” 

Funny, eh? Well, it was fenny back then. 
But this explains why I do remember be- 
ing told about this famous moment when 
the mugger stopped Jack Benny and said, 
“Your money or your life!", so when they 
said to me at the Museum of Broadcast- 
ing that I could choose a clip from the past, 
any clip 1 liked, I ignored things like the 
Kennedy assassination and went straight 
for that one. I had heard about it so much 
and yet I had never actually heard it. 

And sure enough they had it, and I lis- 
tened to it, and it was much as you might 
imagine, apart from the extra cradles. The 
robber did stop Jack Benny and did sug- 
gest a choice between life and money and 
Jack Benny did pause an awful long time 
and made it clear he couldn’t make up his 
mind which was more important, his life or 
his money, which is a very funny idea, but 
whm came across on this oki dip was some- 
thing which nobody had ever told me 


about and which came as a dreadful shock; 
the audience didn't laugh much at it. Sure, 
there was a bit of a titter, but no belly laugh, 
no chorus of roaring, no sign that this was 
one of the great moments of radio. Just a 
slight, polite ripple of chuckles. Here was 
this great comedy moment and all those who 
were privileged to be there didn’t know it 
was a great comedy moment. It was like be- 
ing transported bade into the Globe Theatre 
by a time machine to see a Shakespeare play 
and discovering that everyone was eating 
nuts and flirting, and nobody listening. 

Maybe that’s part of the reason that ra- 
dio comedies these days so rarely hare lire 
audiences. Television comedies very often 
still have audiences, but then TV comedy 
is much more old-fashioned than radio 
comedy. Radio has learnt how to be- fen- . 
nywiihomanaudier«^Thei±Lmkofcom- 
eify that appears on Radio4 on Wednesday 
nights under the title of LateN^itOpen- 
frgisa good example. There are three pro- 
grammes involved, “Armstrong and 


Miller”. “The World of Pub", and “Life, 
Death and Sex with Mike and Sue", and 
only the last-named has an audience. 
Well, being a pastiche of a chat show, I sup- 
pose it has to. But the other two move so 
fast and are so intricate that an audience 
would only gel in the way. 

All three are pretty funny, funnier than 
most TV comedy, but “The World of Pub", 
whit* I have only just discovered, is some- 
thing else - breathtakingty inventive, quick- 
thinking, allusive and so fast to bounce off 
its own references that an audience reac- 
tion would only get in the way. It's written 
ly someone caDedTbny Roche. I don’t know 
who Tony Roche is, but if ever someone 
comes to him and says, “You’ve got a real- 
ly fenny show there, Tony- why don’t we 
try and jetton TV?" I hope he turns round 
and says, "Forget it. TVs not ready for i 
MALLY btf show. Besides. w?dp r X 
bly have to have an audience on TV and they 
might not laugh and how would that sound 
in the Museum of Broadcasting?” 
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What the Arts Council could 
learn from the Medicis 



ANNE 

McELVOY 

BUSINESS ACUMEN 
IN THE ARTS 


SO THE Arts Council is a bom to be mas- 
sacred by its new chairman, Gerry Robin- 
son; “a shark in a Vhi Doonican pullover”, 
mattered one disgruntled member, proving 
that whatever their other short commgs, they 
mix their metaphors very creatively in the 
world of arts funding. Mr Robinson is one 
of those people with a talent for producing 
invective in others. John Geese famously 
sent a fax to him at Granada television af- 
ter he replaced the head of the channel with 
an accountant, “F*” off out of it you ig- 
norant upstart caterer." 

Mr Robinson’s reply went unrecorded. He 
could have pointed out upstart entrepreneurs 
have always been the bedrock of the arts, 
from the Medkas to the Rothschilds, thelktes 
and the Saatchis. So far, Mr Robinson's mna 
bloody-thirsty suggestion has been that the 
23-strong council should be slimmed down 
and replaced by a Council of 10. Anyone who 
has tried to reach agreement on anything with 
a body of over 10 people on will sympathise 
with his instinct. It is perfectly good practice, 
in arts administration as in business, to trim 
central councils, which tend, like the univeise, 
to expand infini tely. 

But the hoQering has been predictably ro- 
bust The Eari of Oancarty. a powerful mem- 
ber of the Council saw in it “another 
symptom of the Government stacking arts 
areas with business and management peo- 
ple who misunderstand how the arts work 
and are only interested in financial effi- 
ciency**. This, you may have noticed, is an 
almost exact inversion of Gerald Kauf- 
man's brusque summary of his hopes for the 
future administration of the Royal Opera 
House: namely that a philistine would do as 
long as he knew how to read a balance sheet 

Both of these viewpoints are caricatures 
of the truth, knee-jerk responses of one clan 
to another and as ill-considered and tribal- 
ly biased as the football fan's assessment of 
the opposing team's game. That the debate 
about the arts in Britain is conducted in such 
a pantomime way reflects badly on our ex- 
isting institutions. The desire to drive a wedge 
between commerce and culture is a foolish 
and unproductive one. Those who seek to 
imply that businessmen misunderstand the 
arts, because they are lost in dreams of their 
profit margins during the last act dfMets- 
tersinger, are perfectly matched against the 
Kwufaians (all right, he was sending himself 
up a little in that report, but not that much) 
who want to knee-cap the gentlefolk of 
Caveat Garden and put in a Rac hmann to 
run the ROH. 

Without patronage, the arts become a 
mere subsidized branch the government, re- 
flecting the taste of a not very imagin ative 
elite. The affection of the Blairite beau mande 
for British art is an example of tire way es- 
tablished tastes follow- a few years on - the 
risky investments of private patrons (like 


Charles Saatchi, in talents like Damien 
Hirst). When iherich nobleman Maecenas 
bongirt mlo Horace, Yirgfl and Propertius, 
his tastes were doubtless considered con- 
troversial. It is rarefy public funding alone 
that provides the impulse for new and dar- 
ing arL Individuals have handies and in- 
stincts. R^ondartslradtng bodies safe. 

Anyway, few gafleries have resources now 
for collecting contemporary works. Artists 
bemoan tins because, like most people, they 

prefer a financially stable existence to a hand- 
to-mouth one. But as Tbny Blair prosaical- 
ly reminds as: we live in the “real woricT. 
and in the real world, however passionate- 
ly you argue that the arts are as important 
as hospitals and drains, you will have diffi- 
culty making this case against the majority 
of people who want to secure their piibHdy- 
fimded hip replacements and cheap, dean 
water before they food their local theatre. 

Mr Robinson is afive to this worry. He 
does not believe that the Arts in its 

present form, is able to deliver answers. He 
is aLord High Executioner brmgingtbe axe 
of the downsizer down on the necks of quite 
a few formerly important people. The ques- 
tion is whether any of them will be mksad , 

Picking through the evidence so far, it 
emerges that his instinct is to mzqdify the Arts 
Coonril into a policy body and leave the re- 
gions to distribute their own fends. He also 
seeks to heal thecfivisioc between the sub- 
sidized and commercial sectors and to end 
the tendency of the Councfl U> invest in build- 
ings rather than people. This -and not only . 
the businessman's traditional fetish of ad- 
miring other businessmen — b why he is seek- 
ing to put more entrepreneurs on the board. 
Let us see whether they deliver before we 
carp further. 

There isa version of the public versus bua- 
□ess funding argument which concludes that 
the arts do not need public money at all and 
that aity anisic, drama or pictures worth their 
salt will survive in a purely market econo- 
my. It isn’t necessarily to. As Gtinter Grass 
pointed out in an essay mocking the art col- 
lectious of Frankfurt banks, commercial spon- 
sors of sculpture share a single aesthetic: u An 
abstract, but of course im threatening, one, 
which produces circular structures in eco- 
nomic-ecological symbiosis representing the 
endless circulation of the patron’s wealth." 

We need to maintain a mixed economy 
in the arts because that is the best available 
guarantee of a breadth of investment and in- 
frastructural support. But the tired old 
sniping of the subsidized sector against the 
c omm ercial must end. The future lies in part- 
nership between the two. 

TWo worrying silences remain. The first 
is the regions. It is impossible to construct 
acansi^ent national pdlky for the arts with- 
out add re ssing the problems of upkeep in 
the regional theatres and concerts halls. The 
lottery has been marvellous at promoting 
ffundspnjets-br less good at targumg more 
modest institutions which need help with their 
heating and cleaning bills. Without the 
wider tax relief on arts donations (cam- 
paigned for by this newspaper), regional aits 
bodies face a daunting task in raising rev- 
enue for day to day upkeep. 

The second is that the quid pro quo for 
most business sponsors is a generous allo- 
cation of tickets for their clients.- which in 
turn restricts public access to the perfor- 
mances and causes resentment among the 
many people who righfly heKeve that it is the 
responsibility of a Labour Government to 
increase that access. 

Mr Robinson’s fellow upstarts will find 
that their problem-solving skills, as w efl as 
their understanding of balance sheets, much 
in demand at the new, leaner Arts Council 


In Whitehall they’re beginning to 
murmur: ‘Dead Man Walking’ 


L J 


ANDREW 

MARR 

THE COMING 
RESHUFFLE 


THE scene is Whitehall A 
murmur rises through the grimy 
corridors and waiting rooms; just 
audible above the traffic noise 
outside. The murmur is passed 
from secretary to deputy secre- 
tary, from messenger to private 
office. And the murmur goes: 
"Dead Man WhOring”. In the 
rammer's office, the white-faced 
minister, hearing it dearly, fid- 
dles at his tic-knot and adjusts 
his jaw before stepping outside. 
But all the bravado in the world 
can't hide the fed that, politically 
speaking, the minis ter is dead. 

I exaggerate, of course. But 
the political season is moving to- 
wards reshuffle time and already 
government is awash with spec- 
ulation about who is out, who 
down, and who in. 

This is a grisly spectacle, 
one of the few forms of public 
execution (and, for sensitive 
ministers, public torture) stQl 
sanctioned by a libera] state. But 
it is probably necessary to our 
tyslem prime ministers must be 
good butchers of their col- 
leagues. And now, quite soon, 
it is Tbny Blair's turn to demon- 
strate how be wfll cope. 

After weekend stories that 
the Paymaster General Geof- 
frey Robinson, was to be moved 
soon from the Treasury. Mr 
Blair’s press secretary - dis- 
playing the gift for modest un- 
derstatement for which he is - 
becoming famous - described 
the reports as "The junk food of 
political journalism’', adding, 
for those who hadn’t caught his 
drift, "All reshuffle stories are 
crap.” WeU, fine. But if there is 
no reshuffle in the spring, it will 
merely because it is coming in 
summer instead. 

Of recent prime ministers, 
Margaret Thatcber was a self- 
confessed bad butcher. Sbe cut 
away the wets, though not 
speedily, during her early years. 
Later on, though, she was too ‘ 
slow and insufficiently ruthless 
- despite her reputation. She was 
sentimental about supposed 
ideological supporters, even 
when they were bad ministers, 
and worried about how families 
would take the news. 

When John Major arrived, 
much was made of a new dis- 



Good PMs are good butchers Blair must prepare to be brutal 


Brian Harris 


pensation, in which there would 
belittle reshuffling, so that min- 
isters bad two, three or four 
years of guaranteed office in 
which to master their depart- 
ments and show what they could 
do. That, loo, failed as a strat- 
egy. ministers were left too 

long. The resignations and fir- 
ings were often forced on Ma- 
jor- as with David Mellor- or 
came suddenly and bitterfy, as 
with Norman LamonL In gen- 
eral, his reshuffles probably 
weakened rather than strength- 
ened the prime minister. 

Tony Blair wiU have learned 
from those years. la opposition, 
he was always an intent observ- 
er of political decline. Now, he 
has to prune away the poorer 
performers and use new minis- 
terial hirings to sharpen the 
country’s perception of what his 
government is all about Reshuf- 
fles are moments of truth. Up 
to a point, they do for prime 
ministers what budgets do for 
chancellors. 

But whenever it comes, my 
predictions are that Blair wiD be 
a tough and unsentimental 
resbuffler; and that his changes 
will not please the press. 

It would be so easy, wouldn't 
it, to conjure a great whoosh of 


happy headlines fcy, for instance, 
dropping the Lord Chancellor 
and his wafipaper biD: or bool- 
ing out Peter Mande Ison from 
the Dome project and sending 
him to the Siberia of a "proper 
job” working for John Prescott; 
or even firing the Foreign Sec- 
retary, whose personal life and 
spiky public image have not 
endeared him in Middle Britain. 

Pandering to the prejudices 
of hacks would, however, be a 
sign of .weakness. Blair knows, 
from the Conservative experi- 
ence. bow the scent of blood 
raerefy encourages the journal- 
istic frenzy. His focus, instead, 
has been relentlessly on per- 
formance: how well does X or 
Y do the actual job? No ad- 
ministration as media-obsessed 
as this one can have enjoyed the 
publicity created by some of the 
less popular ministers- Bui they 
won’t be sacked because of iL 

Nor wflj there be a grand po- 
litical gesture. The obvious one 
would be to persuade Robin 
Cook to leave the gilded corri- 
dors of the Foreign Office and 
grab the constitutional reform 
agenda, becoming supeMmms- 
ter for devolution, rights, reform 
of the Lords and Commons 
and European political reform. 


This would give an essential 
boost to a key part of the Gov- 
ernment's programme that has 
come to seem diffuse, unloved 
and haphazard. Cook is a gen- 
uine inteDectual enthusiast for 
reform, and on the radical wing 
of the party. Giving him an over- 
lord role, like John Prescott’s, 
would be an imaginative stroke. 

It is also, however, going to 
remain a columnist's fantasy. 
Like Derry Irvine. Gordon 
Brown and Jack Straw, Cook is 
judged to have performed very 
well by Number Ten. The diplo- 
matic messages from other Eu- 
ropean capitals, and from 
around the world, are very dif- 
ferent in tone from the press 
complaints about an arrogant 
and clumsy amateur his peers 
regard him as an excellent ne- 
gotiator with a fine command of 
detail Those of us who think 
that Cook has it in him to be 
more than that will have to wail. 

So what wall the reshuffle be 
like when it finally comes? Ex- 
pect quite a lot of lesser heads 


to roll- Blair needs to demon- 
strate that he is a tough leader. 
A year into the first Labour ad- 
ministration forages, he will re- 
move all those people who came 
into government by virtue of 
their shadow cabinet vote and 
who have failed to shine since. 
David Clark and Gavin Strang 
are two decent, hardworking 
cabinet minstenswbn are prob- 
ably for the chop on that basis; 
but so are many more junior 

people. 

The tougher questions are 
about the future of Frank Dob- 
son at health and Harriet Har- 
man at social security. Dobson 
will have to deliver on his 
loaOOUcul in waiting lists to sur- 
vive. Hannan, meanwhile, has 
powerful enemies in Downing 
Street, and not only because of 
the serious mistake in culling 
lone parents' allowances and in 
opening the debate on disabil- 
ity payments. But she has had 
Gordon Brown as u powerful 
political protector- because, say 
cynics, she allows him lo run her 
department as a proxy of the 
TVeasuty. If so. Brown has done 
her no great favours sinee her 
survival would be seen in the 
party asa victory for the Brown- 
iies and therefore, perhaps, a 
sign of prime ministerial weak- 
ness. 

What, finally, of the most 
media-magnetic personality of 
them all. Peter Mnndelson? He 
is judged to be reach’ Tor pro- 
motion but there is the huge 
problem of the Dome. Though 
some of the project's creative 
people think it is being badly 
damaged by association with 
him. to move Mandcison away 
from it now would be some kind 
of concession of failure. I don’t 
think either Mandcison or Blair 
would go for that. 

He could of course lake over 
either the culture department 
headed by Chris Smith, or the 
cabinet office and machinery of 
government job now done by 
David Clark, and keep the 
Dome loo. And given the pow- 
er-play inside New Labour, any 
reshuffle which had nothing to 
say about Mande Ison would be 
very odd indeed. 

The cabinet office job would 
be the shrewder move, since the 
relationship between Number 
Ten and the rest of Whitehall is 
far from perfect - and a proposal 
for reworking it was one of the 
ideas in Mandelson’s pre-elec- 
tion bode. Further, that personal 
strengthening of the Blair's grip 
is really what this first reshuffle 
will be all about. He must cut to 
reshape, and destroy careers to 
strengthen his project It will be 
a grisly rite of passage but after 
it, Britain will have just a little 
less Tony, and a little more 
Prime Minister. 


Jobs will soon be flexible, fulfilling and fun 
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THE FUTURE 

OF WORK 


are all going to work, 
igo Gordon Brown an- 
changes to the tax 
jonal Insurance sys- 
ry to reduce the bam- 
[fccourage people from 
jbs. This week Frank 
; outlined proposals to 
the benefits system 
U have a similar effect 
i present government 
■c a big idea, it is that 
ild become a “high 
liety.Tbat is not to crit- 
notion. Indeed given 
■so demographic head- 
3 which all developed 
5 will be butting, the 
in we will be able to 
living standards over 

jeneration will Ik to get 

it everyone who can 
o some kind of eco- 


nomic activity. It will be the only 
way we will be able both to sup- 
port the growing anny of pen- 
sioners without a sharp, and 
probably unsustainable, rise m 
the taxation burden. 

In fact we arc already quite 
a high work society. Britain is 
like the US and Japan in the 
proportion of people of work- 
ing age (16-64) that are in the 
labour force - they either have 
some kind of job or they are 
looking for one. The US has the 
hi gh est proportion, over 79 per 
cent in 1996. while Japan and 
Britain tied with more than 77 
per cent By contrast, the aver- 
age for Germany, Firance Italy •; 

and Spain was only 66 per cent 

But if we are-by developed 

country standards - quite good 

at getting people who can work 
into work. I’m not so sure that 
we are good auafloring the jobs 
so that the jobs are flexible, ful- 
filling and fun. We see the 
problem in macro-economic or 
public finance terms because it 
is obviously a problem for the 
economy and for government. 
But it is also a problem for hu- 
man beings. Governments can 
remow obstacles to work by im- 
proving the tax system and they 
can bully people into it by ad- 
justing the benefits system. 
They cannot make jobs nicer. 

That surely is more impor- 
tant than anything else. If we are 
going to move to an even high- 
er-work society than we are 
now, where there s considerable 
social, moral and financia l pres- 


sure on people to do some sort 
of work, then the only way to 
make that tolerable is to try to 
make work more enjoyable. 

Ridiculous? As an aim to 
strive for, .of course not many 
people, maybe most people, 
find the social interaction of foe 
workplace one of the great at- 
tractions of doing a job. In 
practice there will inevitably be 
unpleasant jobs that need to be 
done. The onus is surely on em- 
ployers to tty to fine-tune work 
practices. The trick,” as Robert 


what did they do? A number of 
top US companies, including 
IBM, set up stalls on the beach, 
handed out flyere about the ca- 
reers they had on offer, gave out 
$5 tokens for refreshments and 
interviewed people. They even 
signed a few up, but that was not 
the aim. The aim was to present 
themselves as relaxed and flex- 
ible places to weak, because they 
knew that was the way to get the 
best applicants. 

Another example is here in 
London. Most people moving 


If we are going to move to a 
higher-work society, then the only 
way to make that tolerable is to try 
to make work more enjoyable 


Louis Stevenson put it, “is the 
make the laughter outweigh 
the tears.” 

Enlightened employers 
know this. Here are three ran- 
dom examples. Just last week 
thousands of US students head- 
ed to Florida for the annual 
sprite break -the traditional en- 
deavour of partying and booz- 
ing which used to take place at 
Fort. Lauderdale and now has 
moved up to Daytona Beach, 
Thanks to the long US boom, 
American companies are des- 
perate for good graduates. So 


home want to look at houses at 
the weekend. But estate agents 
also need to staff their offices 
at weekend. So they use scab- 
formers to help show people 
round: meet people at the 
bouse, let them in, gp round 
with them and make sure h is 
locked up afterwards. The sixth- 
formers get some money and 
have a reasonably interesting 
day, and the job gets done. It is 
devcT use of - as economists 
would say - marginal labour. 

A third example is the way 
several of our supermarket 


chains have special programmes 
to attract older workers who 
have taken early retirement. 
Naturally they tailor the hours 
to suit the person, and they have 
found that provided they are 
flexible in the terms they offer 
they can get particularly com- 
petent people to come and 
work. 

This is only the be ginning - 
small signs that good employ- 
ers are aware that we are head- 
ing into a world where 
corporate competitive advan- 
tage requires a flexible ap- 
proach to hiring. I would expect 
several big trends to become 
much more evident over the 
next ten years. In particular five 
barriers or frontiers will be 
broken down. 

First, the frontier between 
full-time and part-time work wiD 
become even more blurred. 
Clever companies will learn to 
use efficiently whatever time 
they can buy from trained peo- 
ple. Managing a flexible work- 
force, with lots of part-timers, 
is much more complicated than 
organising fell-timers, but there 
are great potential gains in ef- 
ficiency if it is done well. 

Next, the frontier between 
retirement and paid work will 
also soften, with it becoming 
normal (as it is in Japan) for 
people to “retire" and then 
move straight into some other 
kind of work, perhaps part- 
time. 

Third, the frontier between 
learning and work will become 


much weaker. It wBI be normal 
for young people in what wc 
now think of as full-time edu- 
cation to do some kind of work. 
It wiD be normal for people in 
full-time work to carry on be- 
ing educated at the same time. 
Both student and work sched- 
ules will need to accommodate 
tins. 

Fourth, the distinction be- 
tween paid work and voluntary 
work will tend to disappear. 
More people will carry out 
some kind of voluntary work, re- 
garding this as part of their nor- 
mal life, alongside their paid 

activities. Meanwhile more vol- 
untary work wiD be partly-paid, 
that is not at full commercial 
rates. 

Finally the frontier between 
employment and self-employ- 
ment will become much less 
clear-cut. People wiD work for 
the majority of their time with 
an employer, but will have their 
own private commercial activ- 
ities alongside this. Both sides 
will need to be frank with each 
other to make sure that these 
sort of relationships benefit 
everyone. 

All this makes management 
more difficult. Jt is much hard- 
er to run bottom-up flexible or- 
ganisations, than top-down 
command and control ones. 
But the plain feet is that this is 
a commercial necessity given the 
changing shape and aspirations 
of the work-force. Besides, what 
is wrong with trying to make 
work more fen? 
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Trusted for generations by professional and amateur 
musicians alike for the finest choice of instruments 
and printed musk, backed up by a standard of 
service that's tegenttety, that’s Chappeft 
It therefore comes as no surprise that ChappeH stores 
offer the widest choice of Yamaha instruments in the 
UK, from the first School Recorder to a ma&tfflcent 
hand crafted Grand Piano. 

Aid if you think the best from Ore best must be 
expensive, you're probabty In for a pleasant surprise. 

Our Price Match Promise 
ensures that Chappell always 
offer exceptional value. 
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Chemist joins the' queue of high street retailers offering 
financial services with instant. health and travel cpver. 



for insurance 


By Nigel Cope 

Gt. Correspondent 


BOOTS Ihe Oieraistsyusierday 
launched an assault on Britain's 
illhn insurance market with a 
new range of policies covering 
health and travel. The initiative 
is the latest in a series of moves 
into financial services' by 
Britain's best-known high street 
retailers. Marks & Spencer has 
been offering pensions and 
loans for years while super- 
markets such as Tesco, J Sains- 
bury and Safeway have launched 
telephone hanking services and 
other financial products. 

Bui Boots insisted its move 
into insurance was not a prelude 
to a “Boots Bonk" and that it 
would not offer private medical 
insurance. 

Steve Russell, managing di- 
rector of Boots the Chemist, 
said: “The move is a natural ex : 
tension of the Boots brand and-' 
our overall offer to customers. 
It takes us into a market which - 
is a natural fit for us and which 
represents a real commercial 
opportunity.” 

Boots is teaming up with 
Royal & SunAUiance to offer 
five health. insurance policies- 
aimed at family health, preg- 
nancy, dental health, child in- 
jure and accident. In addition, 
there are four travel policies;, 
covering angle trips or year- 
round cover as well as a -(Jap 
Year" policy aimed at students 
working or travelling abroad, 
during their year off between' 
school and unwersity. Royal & ' 
Sun will provide the under- 
writing and claims services and 
cam the insurance risk. 

Boots, led by executive chair- 
man Lord Blyth. aims to de-; 
mystify the purchase erf' insurance 
by keeping its literature and' 
stiles methods simple, The poli- 
cies go on sale in 250 of the lurgst . 
stores tram 15 April. Customers 
wili be able to fill in forms in the 



Lord Blyth: Boots .chairman 


.stores, and pay for cover which 
takes efibd'uKtahtly. ' 

The-launch wQl be badcedby 
a £8m marketing budget, includ- 
ing big in-store promotions. 
Boots hopes to sell 250;000 
polices in the first year and 1 
million after five. It d.-dm* the 
business 'will break even inycar 
one. Boots dained its prices tb 
be highly.caippetf.tive. ■ ' » 

■ Thc.cfeptal plan costs. £7 .a. 

moq'th anderjhe "NHS system 
or £15. .per month '.under a. 
private -plan. ■ ' 

' ■The pregnancy policy cast £95 
. and ^nabks holders to ring's 24- 
, hour information line to talk to 
qualified tmdwives andTiurses. < 
There is Cash for multiple births 
and^ckfirional stays hi hospital 

■ In travel insurance, an annual 
polity fin: a family is priced at- 

' £89 for a angle Jjenson and £140 
fora family. ' 

' Boots said its .research on 
. customers’ shopping habits 


showed that after Christmas a 
. hi gh proportion were seeking 
travel-related products such as 
sun tan' lotion* and sunglasses. 

' 'Analysts welcomed the move 
saying it was a logical way for 
Boots' to leverage its brand in the 
health .and travel markets. 
“There isa logical link between 
selling tanning lotion and travel 
insurance," said -John Richards , 
at NatWsa Sedirities. “If 1 you 
have a brand with enormous loy- 
ally then you have Ihe opportu- 
nity to cxoss-Sefl other products.” 
Ashley Thomas at SC Secu- 
rities, agreed that it was h posi- 
■ five move but warned that Boots 
should not- stretch itself too far!. 
“They obviously have to be care- 
fhl not toVfihite the brand so tb^y 
don't stretch it too much. -I 
wouldn't want Boots to suddenly 
go in to estate agency or travel” 
Another analysts said the 
mqye could-be good news for 
consumers who have been an- 
gered by travel agents which 
insist on the purchase of insur- 
ance from them wkhen booking 
. holidays. 1 Many consumers have 
feared the/, were not being 
offered the best deaL ! ' 

. Boots'* policies will indude h 
30-day cooling off period and 
accrue points do the stores’ ArT 
vantage loyally card, which was' 
launched last year. Boots shares.’ 
rose fl5p to‘918p, . .. 

. *• ' 

Additional reporting by. Kerty 
Benefield . 


Off-the-shelf financial services 
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On the cards: The. Post Office’s new chairman, Neville Bain, asked the Government for more commercial 
freedom .as he announced, a freeze on stamp prices until April 1999 yesterday Photograph: Philip Meech 

Post Office sell-off still possible 


By Michael Harrison 


— — . — — ~ . - t — 

PRIVAIlSAnON erf the Post Office is still ; 
on the agenda, its new chairman said yes- 
terd^asheuigcdtheGbveninBs^togive 
the organisation its commercial freedom, 
j . S^JKikmgaslhePosO^ceannWmcod 
a freeze on first and second class letter 
prices until dt least April of next year,. 
Neville Bain said the Government's 
review of the. Post Office was 'exarrunmg 
all means of giving the. business corfr-' 
merdal freedoin. “AH forms of cotnzner- 
Cialisation mduding privatisation will be' ' 
considered," he said, : ‘ , 

Maqpret Beckett, the Preadentofthe 
Board of Trade, is thought to' have op- 
posedapy direct seD-offcrf pari at the Bret 
Office. But the Treasury is much keener 
on some form of partial privatisation 
which would .bring in revenue and allow 


; the Post Office to compete with overseas 
conq^titors. Apartial sale of up fo 50 per 
: cent of the business could raise £2bn_ 

‘ -Dr Bain, who became cbjamgan last 
week, warned that if the Government con- 
tinued to milk the Post Office for profit 
without giving It more commercial freer, 
dom, then: the .value of the business 
would halve from its present level of 
£3.25bn in the next five years. 

- ■■ The amount of cash die Treasury ex- 
tracts from the Post Office through its Ex- . 
ternai Financing Limit is due to rise from 
'£330m in the current financial year to 
£335m nextyear and £345m in 1999-2000. 

John Roberts, the Post Office's chief 
executive, said it was disappointing that 
the review had not yet been competed, 
adding that he hoped it would be pub^ 
fished before the simmer recess. 

.• The Post Qfifire is presring for the right 


to enter joint ventures with private part- 
ners, raise funding on the private market 
and offer a wider range of services, suebi 
as insurance, across its Coanters network. 

Previously, the Post Office has warned 
that lade of commercial freedom and in- 
•- creasing cash demands cm it from thefrea- 
suty would affect investment levels and 
its ability to hold prices. 

Mr Roberts said that the latest freeze 
on letter prices had been made possible 
by volume growth and efficiency gains. 
The amount of post being handled is rising 
by 4-5 per cent a year while investment 
in the coining year is likely to be a little 
higher than last year’s £408 m. 

Letter prices have not risen since July, 
1995. The decision to keep them on bold 
until at least next April means that prices 
will have stayed frozen for 33 months - 
the longest period since the 1960s. 


Halifax 
anger at 
‘farcical’ 
Midshires 
battle 


By Nigel Cope 

Gey Correspondent 


HALIFAX yesterday said the 
bid battle for Birmingham Mid- 
shires had descended into farce 
as the building society dramat- 
ically reneged on an eight- 
roonth old agreement to sell the 
society to Royal Bank of Scot- 
land for £630m. 

Mike Jackson, chief execu- 
tive of Birmingham Midshires, 
said the RBS offer was no 
longer high enough, given a 
50 per cent rise in the value of 
retail h anks since last August, 
when the deal was struck. 

“Given the advice which the 
society has received, the board 
cannot now recommend that 
our members vote in favour of. 
a transfer at a price which we 
no longer believe to be fair and 
reasonable.” 

The society's U-turn means 
the prospect of a windfall worth 
£630 each to the society’s 1 mil- 
lion members has temporarily 
been withdrawn. 

The Building Societies Com- 
mission said details of the RBS 
offer could not be put to mem- 
bers without the board's rec- 
ommendation. 

Both Birmingham Midshires 
and Halifax yesterday called for 
RBS to release Midshires from 
a legally binding agreement 
which blocks the society from 
discussing other bids. Halifax 
has offered £780m, potentially 
boosting windfalls by at . least 
£150 each. 

Gary Marsh, director of cor- 
porate affairs at Halifax, said: 
“It’s a farcical situation that in 
a sense is . becoming more 
farcical. • 

“They are not recommend- 
ing the RBS offer, the RBS are 
saying they are considering 
their position, and the society 
can't send [an offer] to its mem- 
bers. RBS should recognise re- 
ality and withdraw." 

Royal Bank of Scotland hit 
back by indicating it would 
consider legal action over the 
deal -action which could force 
Midshires to stick with the 
lower offer or block it from 
handing out windfalls. 


Consumer groups protest as 
P&O fares surge after link-up 


US bid for 
nets founders £58m 



By Terry Macalhter 


P&O yesterday upset consumer 
groups by signalling a determi- 
nation to push up fares 'bn 1 
emss-Channcl ferry routes after 
its tie-up with rival Stena Line. 

Graeme Dunlop. P&O fer- 
ry boss, said that passenger 
and freight lares had already 
been raised b pcT cent 'and 12 
per cent respectively this year. 

Asked about further scope 
for increases, he said: “There is 
that possibility “ Lord Sterling, 
P&O chairman, added that it 
was “logical’* for prices to move 
hack upwards. 

The Consumers Asarciatioa 
said: “We surd at the lime that 
joint operations would reduce 
choice for consumers and lead 
to higher prices. That view 
seems to be confirmed." 

The 1 ‘Wtf roles will be kepi 
at the current level introduced 
on 1 January, partly because 


-brochures with .this year's prices 
have been published. But P&O 
says it needed further increas- 
es to make up for a 50 per cent 
drop ire short sea rates between 
. 1994 and- L99? when the Cbari- 
■ pel Tunnel opened. * 

A fire .which halted Tunnel 
traffic. was portly responsible for 
P&O Ferries producing a sig- 
nificant increase in IW7 oper- 
ating profits of £67.7r; for the. 
12 month period.' That helped 
. produo: a better-fhan-expccted 
P&O group increase of 30 per 
cent in pre-tux' profits, to 
£433.9m. ■ 

But one third of fcfry rev- 
enues came 1 ' from shipboard 
sales and P&O is presuming the 
European Union will abolish 
duty free sales nett year. 

F&O ami Stena hawr a free 
hand to raise their fares uver (he 
next- three - years , under the 
terms of EU approval for the 
joint operation. But P&O says 
that there arc also great 


esterday in the markets 


STOCK MARKETS 


-.-opportunities to cut costs. 

'Meanwhile Lord Sterling 
revealed that a new joint ven- 
ture between P&O's bulk ship- - 
ping interests with Shqugang. 
Group of China could be float- 
ed as a separate company. 

' It would be natural to move 
the joint venture, to be- called 
ABC, away from the umbrella 
of P&O by way of an Ix&ial Pub- 
‘ lie Offering-on Hong Kong and 

• US stock markets, he said. 

Lord Sterling also used a 
'presentaiicm for P&O’s 1997 fi- 

• nancial results to indicate that 
shareholders could be in line, for 
an increased dividend over the 
coming 12 months. * . 

The 3ff5p dividend held for 
the last five years in the face of 
, mounting City 1 criticism .had 
probably been set too high in 
1991 be said ft was “romethmg 
we will be re-examining" in the-’ 
light of the company's increas- 
ingly; buoyant -position, he 
added. 


INTEREST RATES 


By Terry Maeabfeer 

A husband an<£ wife team that 
founded a sign-malting equip- 
ment company 22 years ago are 
poised to share £57.9m be- 
tween them after an agreed bid 
from a US buyer. ; 

. Charles Dobson. and his 
wife, Mary, established Spandex' 
in 1976 to market a range of 


together. Theft big break was to 
win exclusive UK distribution 
rights to an 1 American letter cut- 
ting computer distributed in tbe 
US by Gerber Scientific Inc. 

Now Gerber has 'made a 
£109 Jar deal to buy out Span- 
dex. Tips means Mr Dobson, 
Spandex chairman, and his di- . 
rector wife obtain 325p.for 
eaefrof the 17.8 million shares, 
they coflectiveiy °wn- Edmund 
Bruegger, the manag in g dircc- 



Chariesand Mary Dobson: Founded Spandex 22 years ago 


-tor, will make £682250- from his 
shares. 

Gerber has irrevocable un- 
dertakings &bta 54 5 per cent of 
the total issued share capital of 
Spandex, which was floated on 
the Unlisted Securities Market 
in .1986. ' 

• MrBrueggjsr said be and Mr 
Dbbson -expected to continue in 


their roles “for the foreseeable 
future" but said Mrs Dobson 

might stand down. 

Spandex’s operations have 
suffered from maturmg Euro- 
pean markets. Profits on 
turnover of £101m last year 
dropped to £9mfrom£9.9m for 
1996, mainly due to the effect 
of the strong pound. 
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informative: 


Withdrawal Q f Visa Card Points Prograr 


The First Direct Visa Card Points Programme and 
Firet Direct Premier Visa Card Points Programme 
are being withdrawn with effect from 1 July 1998 . 

Cardholders will have until their July statement 
■ date to collect further points and until 
^ 31 October 1998 to redeem thefr points. 

o 

£ Further details win be issued with the next 
2 F * rst Direct Visa or Premier Visa statement. 
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Cool Britannia gives way to Crony Britannia 


* 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS IN 
BUSINESS MAKE BAD 
POLICY. WHO 
CONVERSION IS 
REALLY GOOD FOR. 
AND THE LESSONS OF 
TOONGATE 


TONY BLAIR seems to have a particu- 
lar liking for corporate Hp ?! malfino 
doesn’t he? Whether it was Mr Blair who 
got on the blower to Romano Pcodi, or as 
Downing Street would have us believe, the 
otherway round, Mr Blair certainly seems 
to have put in sense kind of a plea for his 
friend and supporter, Rupert Murdoch, 
who at the time was trying to buy SQvio 
Berfcsconfs Italian TV networks. Will, he's 
only h uman, isn't he? So modi more ex- 
citing, this power broking, than attending 
to Prime Minister’s questions, persuading 
the poor to go back to work, or deciding 
our position on the single currency. 

But lest it be thought Mr Blair is dis- 
playing undue favouritism to Mr Murdoch, 
actually be may not be. His liking for cor- 
porate deal making is not tycoon specific. 
He seems to like all tycoons. If it’s trig busi- 
ness which runs the world these days, not 
government^ MrBbiris detemnaedtohave 
his say. He also, by all aaxxmts, encouraged 
Sir Richard Sylces to seek a merger with 
SmilhKKne Beedbam after Jan Leschly an- 
nounced an alternative tie npwifo Ameri- 
can Home Products. Then there was his 
famous agreement with BT ahead of the 
election, under which BT was to wire up 
schools to the sup erhighw ay in return for 
earty release firm the ban ocranmr^; broad- 
cast TV over the telephone network. 

Mr Blair talks constantly about the 
need for “partnership’' between govern- 
ment and business and he’s put prominent 
industriaKsts in charge of a number of key 
government reviews. Why, he’s even ap- 
pointed one of them - Lord Simon - a gov- 


ernment minister. There may not be any- 
thing wrong as such with all this, but Mr 
Blair should not be surprised if it lays him 
open to charges of cronyism. * 

The function of government is to set 
abroadframeworkrfpnWkpolkyforall 
business to operate in on equal terms, not 
to favour one sectkmalau n nicicialirtterest 
over others. For. governments or prime 
minist ers to cosy up to particular busi- 
nessmen in the hope they might support 
their political or economic aims is wrong 
per se. as well as being potentially corrupt 
Let’s be charitable about this and put 
Mr Blair’s love of the boardroom down 
more to naivity and inexperience than any- 
thing more sinister. Even so, the fondness 
he displays for the aims and ambitions of 
big business is wonyingly wrong beaded. 
Mr Blair would probably deny he has 
bought the national champion arguments 
$o much beloved of our consolidating cap- 
tains of industry, but be certainly displays 
all the characteristic body language. 

In today’s global market place, the na- 
tional champion case is a beguiling and 
seductive one. No doubt about that Even 
tins column has on occasions been per- 
suaded of its merits. But in truth there’s 
no correlation between wp. and efficien- 
cy in business, or between size and inno- 
vation. Rather the reverse. Our best 
hope of national prosperity lies not in a 
small number of giant national champi- 
ons. not in hegemony, but in variety, in a 
vibrant free enterprise economy vigorously 
defended through public policy against 
monopolistic abuse and commercial 


favouritism. Nobody is suggesting that 
what we are seeing in New Labour is the 
sort of folly fledged crony capitalism that 
came to epitomise the now discredited 
economies of the Far East, but there are 
enough warning signs here to be cause for 
genuine concern. 

Conversion and 

executive pay 

THE REAL reason for the building so- 
ciety conversions of the last year has 
emerged shamefacedly from the closet 
even faster than this column could have 
predicted. It never bad anything to do with 
access to capital, the argument peddled 
by bunding society chiefs at the time. As 
it turns out, the building societies already 
have more capital than they know prof- 
itably what to do with. Unable to spend 
it to advantage, they are being forced to 
give it away by the bucket load. 

Nor did it have anything to do with the 
more efficient, accountable and profit- 
orientated culture shareholder status is 
meant to bring about. Despite these sup- 
posed advantages, the converts are bdag per- 
sistently outclassed by the remaining mutuals 
with more competitive savings ami mortgage 
rates. The mutuals are able to do this for 
the simple reason that they don’t pay a div- 
idend, and are winning market share from 
the converts with growing success. 

No, the real reason is our old friend ex- 
ecutive pay. Halifax's accounts last week 
revealed that Mike Blackburn, chief ex- 


ecutive, doubled his annual pay to £824,000 
in the leap from mutual to publicly listed 
status. That sum included a £300,000 
“bemus" for conversion- Plucky Utile North- 
cm Rock is foflowii^; in the slip stream. The 
chief executive, Leo Finn, sees his salary 
rocket fojm£260£)00to£43a00a r n» jus- 
tification given by Northern’s remunera- 
tion committee is "To ensure that directors 
bask salaries were paid at around the mid 
point between the median and upper 
quartiks within an appropriate compara- 
tor group of finan cial institutions”. 

No wonder so many of building soci- 
ety chiefs opted for conversion. Quite an 
incentive, that. 

A fine old mess at 
Newcastle United 

NEWCASTLE United arc not having 
much luck ou the pitch this season. Bui 
last night the supporters of good corpo- 
rate governance were savouring a re- 
sounding victory at Si James' Park after 
the departure of Douglas Hall, the aptly 
titled vice-chairman of the football club, 
and its chairman Freddie Shepherd. 

That was how it was being presented, 
anyway. The trouble is that in reality it 
wasn’t really this at alL The scoring part- 
nership of Shepherd and Hall has been 
broken up not because of their poor stew- 
ardship of the quoted company, of which 
they are also both directors, bin because 
of unguarded and offensive remarks 
made and recorded in a Spanish brothel. 


It win probably suit lhe record books to 
show that the two men quit after running, 


encc Harrison, Dennis Casidy and John 
Maya But the truth is there wasa deafening 


more than a week after the allegations first 
appeared in tbe News of the Wbrld. 

Shareholder pressure only resulted in 
the departure of the two men in so far as 
most ofthc minority shareholders arc also 
supporters- The better parallel is with the 
fate that befell Gerald Ratner after his ill- 
judged comments about the quality of his 
goods at the Institute of Directors. Those 
remarks ultimately cost Mr Rainer his job 
and his company. 

Ultimately, the same may happen to 
the Hall dynasty. But in the meantime it 
remains in control. Hie patriach. Sir 
John, comes out of retirement as caretaker 
chairman of the football club. Meanwhile 
Douglas may have quit with his tail be- 
tween his legs but his holding company, 
Cameron Hall Developments, continues 
to hold 57 per cent of the shares and lhe 
right 1° nominate a director to the board. 
Likewise Shepherd Offshore, which con- 
trols a further 8 per cent of lhe shares. 

While the two men seemed intent on 
staying put the shares rose by IDp. The talk 
now is of CHD selling down to below 51) 
per cent. Long term that may help lhe 
shares. But short term the overhang may 
further depress the price, leaving the average 
shareholder, 'supporter feeling as ripped off 
as if he had hough! unc of lhe Magpies’ 
repika shirts. All very' unsatisfactory. 


£520m claim against 
BCCI auditors fails 


lonica seeks refinancing 


World Bank questions the 
wisdom of free capital 
flows in emerging markets 


By Lea Paterson 




THE HIGH COURT has 
struck out a $866xn (£520m) 
claim against Ernst & Young, 
the accountancy firm which 
acted as Joint auditor to the col- 
lapsed Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International 
(BCCI) until 1987. 

However, Deloitte & 
Ibuche, liquidator to BCCL 
said it would seek to overturn 
the judgment in the Court of 
Appeal Deloitte & Touche is 
pursuing Ernst & Wfainney, a 
predecessor of Ernst & Young, 
for a total of $35hn - includ- 
ing the S866m struck out yes- 


terday - and has made allega- 
tions of negligence, breach of 
contract and breach of duty. 

In his judgment, Mr Justice 
Laddie stated that, had the liq- 
uidator's submissions been ac- 
cepted, “they would represent a 
radical extension of tbe liabili- 
ties shouldered by an auditor". 

Nick Land, a senior partner 
of Ernst & Young, said he was 
“not surprised” that the claim 
had been found unsustainable. 

Christopher Morris, a part- 
ner of Deloitte & Ibuche said: 
“The result is disappointing but 
we shah be taking die matter to 
the Courrtof Appeal and hope ~ 
to have the order reversed, as - 
we did on a previous occasion”. 


By Michael Harrison 


IONICA, the wireless tele- 
phone operator, is attempting 
to ease its financial troubles by 
replacing a £300m loan facility 
with a mixture of third-party 
finance, high-yield debt and 
fresh equity. 

The company's shares have 
collapsed since its stock market 
flotation last July and it win not 
be able to draw on the credit 
facility because it is in bread) 
of its banking covenants. 

Instead of revising tbe terms 
of the facility with its financial 
backers, Banque Paribas, SBC 
Wirburg, Sod6t6 Gen6rale and 
Nortel, lonica is likely to seek 


other forms of funding to com- 
plete the roD-oui of its fixed 
radio access network. 

The build-out of the net- 
work wiH cost £L5tm and is not 
now expected to be complete 
until 2004 - four years later 
than the timescale set down in 
Ionica's licence. 

lonica has £100m in cash 
available to continue installing 
base stations but it will need 
new financing by the latter 
part of this year. Details of the 
new financing plans are due to 
appear in the summer as part 
of a strategic overhaul of the 
group launched by its new 
chief executive Michael Biden. 

So far, lonica has rolled out 
10 per cent of the network and 


has installed 250 base stations 
in three regions - East Anglia, 
tbe Midlands and Yorkshire. 
The company, which bad 
35,000 customers at the end of 
the third quarter, is aiming for 
2 million subscribers and is con- 
centrating its efforts on those 
areas where it has launched a 
service. 

Mr Biden said he believed 
lonica could attract 500,000 
customers in the three areas 
where it is operating and said 
a new software upgrade, which 
win double its capacity, was on 
schedule to be installed from 
this May. 

He was speaking as lonica 
pledged that it would match the 
latest series of price cuts by BX 


which is reducing the cost of 
night time weekday local calls 
fay 10 per cent next month. 

lonica shocked the market 
last autumn by disclosing that 
the software upgrade had been 
delayed and its roll-out pro- 
gramme was behind sched- 
ule. Since then the shares 
have plunged to 70p from 
their flotation price of 390p, 
wiping £525m from Ionica's 
value. 

Mr Biden said lonica was 
also looking at the possibility of 
piggy-backing on base stations 
already installed in other parts 
of the country by other 
operators and offering space on 
its own base stations to third 
parties. 


By Diana Coyle 
Economics Editor 


THE WORLD BANK called 
yesterday for a debate on the 
need for capital controls on in- 
vestment in developing coun- 
tries in the aftermath of the 
Asian financial crisis. 

Tbe Bank admitted that 
capital liberalisation could carry 
risks for emerging markets. 

Fred Kilby, the author of the 
World Bank's annual report on 
financial flows in the develop- 
ing world, said: “There may be 
a case for looking at whether it 
is feasible or desirable to place 
some constraints on short-term 
capital flows.” 


The common ls will guarantee 
a reassessment of lhe IMFs drive 
for forthcr liberalisation of glob- 
al capital markets is high on the 
agenda next month, wlien lhe 
two institutions hold their half- 
yearly meeting in Washington. 

Yesterday's report high- 
lighted the control 1 introduced 
by Chile in 1 Wl and Colombia 
in 1993. These in effect tax loans 
of short maturities. Studies 
suggest they have lilted borrow- 
ing towards long-term loans. 

Private capital flows to de- 
veloping countries reached a 
new record Jasl year of S256bn 
(£155bn). The rich OECD 
members cut their aid budgets 
from $59bn in 1996 to S55bn in 
1997 or 0.25 per cent of GDP. 


■* 
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Business Design Centre, London N1 
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ON SUNDAY 


One day national conference to consider up to date research Into the impact of student fees 
and loans on student choices in higher and further education. A conference for university 
vice-chancellors and senior management, college principals and chief executives, admissions 
deans, entrance administrators, student services providers, college marketing officers and 
head teachers to examine options for action in response to the new funding structure.. 


laroness Blackstone, 
Rosie Boycott, 
Dr John Brennan, 
)r Geoffrey Copland, 
Bill Eyres, 
Tony Higgins, 
Diana Warwick, 
Carole Whitty, 
Chris Yapp, 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Minister of State, Department for Education and Employment 
Editor, The Independent and The Independent on Sunday 
Director of FE Development, Association of Colleges 
Vice€hancelIor t University of Westminster 
Corporate Affairs Manager, Cooperative Bank 
Chief Executive, UCAS 

Chief Executive , Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals 
Headteacher, Carisbrooke High School 
Managing Consultant /CL 
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CONFERENCE FEES, 


Full Rate 
Reduced Rate 
Supported Rate 


Total: £293.75 
Total: £217.37 
Total: £141.00 


For more 


information, please contact 


Neil Stewart Associates 


11 Dartmouth Street 
London SWItt 9BL 


tel 0171-2221280 
fax 0171-2221278 
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P&O profits 
steam ahead 


P&O: At a glance 

Market value: £5.5hn, share price 889p (+33p) 

Five-year tedort 1995 


Book profits: James Heneage, Ottakar’s managing 
director (left), and Nell Lloyd, finance director 

Ottaker’s pushes ahead with float 
after talks with US book giant 


By Nigel Cope 

O'. Comnpondenf 

OTTAKAR'S, the hook retailor, 
yesterday confirmed it had held 
“informal discussions*' with its 
.American rival Barnes & Noble 
“about mutual areas of interest" 
but said it remained fully com- 
mitted to its stock market flota- 
tion. The company is coming to 
the market next month via a 
placing with institutions that 
will raise flSmand value the 47- 
strong chain at £3Qm. 

James Heneage, the man- 
aging director, said: “There was 
no approach for the business. 


nor will there be. We will remain 
independent and we will float.” 

It is thought that they centred 
on a possible joint venture in cer- 
tain aspects of the business. 
This could be Ottakar's using 
Barnes & Noble's expertise In 
developing larger stores. 

Mr Heneage admitted that 
there was nothing to stop 
Barnes & Noble buying a stake 
in the business after its float. 

Mr Heneage was speaking as 
Ottakar's published its path- 
finder prospectus, which 
showed pre-tax profits last year 
rose 77 per cent to £2m. Sales 
grew 63 per cent to £3 8m. 


LORD STERLING, P&O’s pugna- 
cious chairman, has had to navigate 
choppy waters over the last three 
years. Some of the group’s share- 
holders called for his head as dividend 
payouts remained at a stancktSl and the 
City moaned about the company’s 
perceived lack of direction. 

But his lordship really did have 
something to smile about yesterday. He 
unveiled a better-than-expected set of 
1997 profit figures and a positive out- 
look for the future. Pre-tax profits rose 
30 percent to £433.9m in the year to 31 
December 1997 while headline profits 
before re-organisation costs were up 25 
per cent to £401.2m. There was no im- 
mediate dividend bike but there were 
strong hints this would happen next time. 

There were strong contributions from 
the auise, property and ferry divisions and 
P&O has embarked on a series of joint 

ventures in munlw riiflfaill maritwftt P art- 
neiships with Siena and Sbougang have 
helped shore up profits for ferries and bulk 
shipping respectively. The only disap- 
pointments were the P&O Nedlloyd 
joint container shipping venture and the 
Trans European trucking aim. 

P&O is slimmer, tr imm er and work- 
ing hard to come up to new standards 
of return on capital employed (Roce), 
now set at 15 per cent. Over two years 
the group overall has raised its Roce 
game from 11.1 to 12.9 per cent. 

The P&O Nedlloyd venture lan- 
guished at 2 per cent while Trans Eu- 
ropean was also riismaL But Lord 
Sterling is confident his expected pre- 
decessor. Tun Harris, can rescue the 
former while the latter is threatened 
with a sell-off if it fails to improve. 

P&O shares, which have outperfor- 
med the market by 9 per cent over the 
last three months, rose another 33p to 
S89p. Analysts expect 199S profits to 
reach £475m, putting P&O on a for- 
ward multiple of 16.8. It is not to late 
to clim b aboard. 
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Iceland makes a 
cool comeback 


IF THERE was an Oscar for unlikely re- 
tail comeback oftheyear then Malcolm 
'ffMbaft Iceland would surely win it This 
time last year the company announced 
a buy-back of a third of its shares to boost 
is flagging share price alter its first dip 
in profits for 26 years. % July the 


shares had dipped to a five year low of 
77p and by September die board had con- 
troversially re-negotiated their share 
option prices (d ow n w ards obviously). 

And now took what's happened. Ice- 
land surp rised everyone yekerday with 
sales sharply boosted by the introduc- 
tion of home delivery. The shares fol- 
lowed suit rising 10 per cent to 1975p 
as analysts rushed to upgrade. 

Same-store sales are up by a thump- 
ing 16 per cent in current trading 
though this is against a very weak com- 


parison the previous yean It is espectfog 

the figure to drop to a Still respectable 

mid - singl e figure over the year. 

All thk should not detract from Mr- 

WhUceris entrepreneurial achievement 

If there is acrititism how it Is that the 
company is trying to do too much. 
Gearing is high but should fall to less 
than 70 per cent in two years. Assum- 
ing current year profits of £60m the 
shares trade on a measly forward p/e 
of less than 10. A 50 per cent discount 
to the maricet looks cheap. 

Nycomed deals 
prove a success 

NYCOMED Amersham has had a 
hectic year, completing not one but two 
mergers to create a real force in the 
worldwide healthcare market. Both 
deals have been a real success for share- 
holders. Underlying earnings per share, 
perhaps die best way to measure the 
growth in the business, jumped 41 per 
cent to 90J.p .The share price has re- 
flected this great performance, rising 
strongly since last Autumn. 

The new group has only just started 
to reap the benefit of cost savings, which 
should rise to £70m by the turn of the 
century. But the group will have tostart 
producing strong organic growth to jus- 
tify its rating. Its X-ray business will con- 
tinue to snfihr this year fiomaprioe war 
in the US. 

A dimm ed down pharmaceutical 
business is showing better returns fol- 
lowing a sharp cut in the research and 
development budget The real driver 
to growth, however, will be its life 
sciences business, which specialises in 
developing ways to speed up the .de- 
velopment of new drugs. 

The shares slipped 59p to 227lp yes- 
terday on US trading and currency fears. 
ABN Amro HbareGovett forecasts cur- 
rent year profits of £227m, putting the 
shares on a prospective p/e of 22. Ny- 
comed Amersham still looks like a sol- 
id hold with good long term prospects. 


Flextech 

plans 

holiday 

channel 


By Peter Thai 


Larsen 


FLEXTECH, the television 
programming group, yesterday 
unveiled plans to launch an in- 
teractive travel television chan- 
nel which will allow viewers to 
Older holidays while watching 
programmes about their desti- 
nations. 

Brett Hannan, managing di- 
rector, said the channel was 
likely to be one of many based 
around home shopping. He 
said Flextech had chosen travel 
because many viewers already 
use Teletext when planning 
their holidays. 

The announcement was 
made as Flextech announced a 
net profit, before cxceptionals, of 
£1.9m for 1997. compared to a 
05.6m loss the previous year. 
The profits were struck before ex- 
ceptional costs of£7m related to 
the start-up costs of UKTV, 
Flextech’sjoint venture with the 

BBC and the costs of relaunch- 
ing Flextedi's own channels. 

The company said it was 
planning to launch another two 
UKTV channels. The first, 
called UKFM, will be a music 
channel gimilar to MTV The 
second will be a sports enter- 
tainment channel carrying 
quizzes and gameshows. 

Flextech said it was still in 
negotiations with BSkyB, the 
satellite operator, about a deal 
which would offer all Flex- 
teeb's channels to subscribers to 
BSkyB's digital service, which 
launches in June. The two com- 
panies are understood to have 
reached an agreement on price. 

Flextech shares dosed up 
29p at 535 p. 
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Enjoy free weekend accommodation with PointsCard our reward scheme for hotel guests. 

Collect points every time you stay at a Posthouse and you could soon be relaxing in any of over SO hotels 
throughout the UK and Ireland, including city centre. , countryside and coastal locations. To start enjoying 
all the benefits of PointsCard, registration forms are available at any Posthouse hotel 

or call us on 01276 675 005. 
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0800 40 40 40 
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Savoy’s sparkle set 
to raise asking price 


By Andrew Yates 


THE SAVOY HOTEL group, 
the subject of a furious bidding 
war, yesterday burst back into 
the black, announcing pre-tax 
profits of £222m in 1997 com- 
pared to a loss of£243m in the 
previous year. 

The figures smashed ana- 
lysts’ forecasts and could raise 
the asking price of the group, 
which owns The Connaught, 
Qaridge’s and The Berkeley, to 
more than £550 hl 

The Savoy’s resurgence also 
ensures that Ramon Pajares, 
managing director, and his 
management team, will be kept 
on by any new owners if the 
group is sold. 

American hotel groups and 
finan cial buyers are circling. 

Bl a dcstooe, the US bank, has 
already tabled an indicative bid 
of £520m. However analysts 
believe that the Savoy’s strong 
results should attract buyers 
from around the world keen to 
get bold of some of the most 


prized properties in the indus- 
try. The interest could push the 
price much higher. 

No forma) offer has yet been 
put to shareholders and none of 
the potential suitors have start- 
ed due diligence. The group is 
unlikely to select a final buyer 
for some time. A sale is being 
held up by a wrangle between 
the Vfontner family and Grana- 
da, the group’s largest share- 
holders, over the division of the 
spoils. Bickering within the 
Won trier family may also scup- 
per a deaL Doubts about a sale 
going ahead sent Savoy’s shares 
down 87 .5p to 1800p yesterday. 

Mr Pajares said he was con- 
fident he could continue to im- 
prove the performance of the 
hotels whoever ended up con- 
trolling them and was happy to 
work for any owner. 

He is keen to take the Savoy 
name abroad. - We have no 
plans to do that at the moment 
but speaking on a personal lev- 
el the brand name is excellent 
and it would be a very good 


chance to ... look at opportu- 
nities overseas,” he said. 

Savoy’s operating profits 
jumped 54 per cent to £24-2m, 
reflecting the fruits of a £72m 
refurbishment program at its 
flagship hotels over the last 
few years. 

Higher occupancy and room 
rates helped operating mar- 
gins improve to 23.8 from 17.7 
per cent Operating profits at 
The Berkeley grew 61 per cent 
thanks to the opening of an ex- 
clusive health club on the site 
in conjunction with Christian 
Dior. A strong marketing dri- 
ve in the US and Europe to at- 
tract new visitors meant the 
group was able to shrug off the 
potentially damaging effect of 
the strong pound and the eco- 
nomic turmoil in the Ear East. 
The group plans to spend an- 
other £9m sprucing up the ho- 
tels this year. 

Over the last three years its 
pre-tax profits have grown 460 
per cent and dividends have 
trebled 


Profits leap 
at troubled 
Newcastle 

By Andrew Yates 


NEWCASTLE United, the 
Premier League football dub 
rocked by a row over insulting 
remarks by two executives, yes- 
terday tried to draw a line un- 
der the episode as rt unveiled a 
strong rise in interim profits. 

Operating profits rase 56 per 
cent to £10.3m for the six 
months to January, thank* to a 
strong rise in television rev- 
enues. Participation in the Eu- 
ropean Champions league 
contributed £5.5m. compared to 
the £3-6m from the UEFA Cup 
the previous season. However 
sales of replica kits and mer- 
chandise were disappoin ting 
Newcastle wants to expand 
its retail operation from the 
North-East, where it' has 
readied saturation. It wants to 
expand its mail order operation 
and is considering setting up 
new stand-alone retail outlets. 

Freddie Fletcher, group 
chief executive, said the con- 
troversy surrounding Freddie 
Shepherd and Douglas Han 
had damaged sales. Neither di- 
rector will receive any payoff 
following their resignation. 

Outlook, page 23 


Skilled workforce ‘is 
no economic panacea’ 


By Diane Coyle 
Econonacs &ftor 


IMPROVING the skills of the 
workforce might be at the top 
of the Government's jobs 
agenda, but it is no panacea for 
improving Britain’s economic 
performance. That will also de- 
pend on companies aiming to 
sell higher quality goods and 
services, according to a new re- 
port from the Employment 
Policy Institute. 

Many British businesses opt 
for what the authors identify as 
the “Gerald Ratner strategy” 
of competing on the basis of 
low price and low quality. 

When the former head of 
the bargain jewellery chain 
described its products as 
“crap”, he might have been 
foolish but he was honest, ac- 
cording to Ewart Keep 0 f 
"Warwick Business School and 
Ken Mayhew of Pembroke 
College, Oxford. 

Their research suggests that 
many British companies opt for 
this Strategy rather than de- 
veloping high-quality prod- 
ucts that require skilled labour. 

This can make sense for 
businesses that do not have a 
wealthy customer base or do 


not have the internal organi- 
sation to move upmarket. 

Given this pattern, im- 
proved workforce skills will not 
by itself guarantee a more 
competitive UK economy. 

Mr Keep said: “For many 
British companies, competi- 
tiveness lies not in upskilling 
workers to make quality prod- 
ucts but through price. Pro- 
viding companies with more 
highly skilled workers can only 
.increase levels of dissatisfac- 
tion when those workers are 
employed in poor quality, low- 
paid jobs.” 

The paper, “Was Ratner 
Ki&ht?- recommends a dual 
policy of encoura ging busi- 
nesses to opt for the high-value 
strategy at the same time as im- 
proving standards of education 
and training. 

Companies would also have 
to switch to patterns of work 
organisation that allowed em- 
ployees to use their skills, and 
.improve employee relations 
to improve trust and., 
motivation. ^ 

It concludes that this “noses 
^“ ajor _f baIie ng e to policy* 
for whom upskfllfog has 
for too long been aconSent 
“agtc bullet’ solution". 
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HK group pockets £l76m from Somerfield merger 


market report 



DEREK PAIN 


THOSE chaps at Daily Farm 
must be feeling pretty pleased 
with themselves. Al ihc be- 
ginning of the year, theHoag- 
Kong based food retailing 
group, part of the Jardine 
Maiheson empire, was sil- 
ling on a large stake in super- 
market group Kwik Save 
wind) was rapidly diminishing 
in value. 

Dairy Farm wanted out, 
but wanted a better price for 
its shares than the market was 

prepared to pay. 

Their response was to 
broker a merger with Somer- 
field, the rival supermarket 
group, in February. The deal, 
which lifted shares in both 
companies, got the thumbs up 
from the regulators earlier last 
week and was declared un- 
conditional last Friday. 

The merger left Dairy 
Farm with an 11 per cent 
holding in the new, enlarged 
Somerfield. But not for long. 
Yesterday, the Hong Kong 
group, acting through SBC 
^ferburg, placed all its shares 


.with institutional investors, at 
a price aronnd 333p. 

Analysis said the mam in- 
terest was likely to have come 
from US value investors as 
well as UK tracker funds, 
which have to have a bolding 
in Somerfield now that it is 
part of the FTSE 250 index. 

The Jesuit is thai every- 
body is happy. Dairy Farm 
pockets a cool £176m for its 
trouble, while investors no 
longer worry about an over- 
hang of stock in the market 
Indeed, Somerfield shares 
put on 7J>p to 345 op yester- 
day - almost £1 higher than 
they were when the merger 
was announced. 

The Somerfield activity 
was one of the few bits of hard 
news on a trading day which 
was otherwise soggy with old 
rumours. 

Traders attempted to dress 
up the old story of consoli- 
dation in the defence indus- 
try. Rather than wheel out the 
old one about a merger be- 
tween British Aerospace and 


GEC, both stocks were in- 
stead being pushed as poten- 
tial predators in the US. 

The argument runs some- 
thing like this: The US gov- 
ernment’s decision to block 
the merger between aero- 
space groups Lockheed Mar- 
lin and Northrop Gnunman 
means both will be looking for 
partners elsewhere. 

Meanwhile, the European 
defence industry is expected 
to present a proposal for con- 
solidation to the French, Ger- 
man and British go ve r n ments 
by the end of the month. 
Even though every indica- 
tion is that the report will be 
a damp squib, some continue 
to bold out hopes for a posi- 
tive statement. 

GEC finished the day at 
469p, up 21p, while British 
Aerospace put on 52p to 
close at 2015p. 

Ladbrofcewasthe best-per- 
forming slock in the Footsie, 
rising 22p - or (L5 per cent - 
to close at 358p on renewed 
speculation that the group is re- 


viving its merger plans with the 
Hilton hotel group. Anahsis 
think Tuesday's collapse" of 
Hilton’s merger with US group 
Circus makes a deal with Lad- 
broke more likely. 

Despite all this r um our, 
the Footsie hardly responded, 
making little progress to- 
wards the 6,000 mark until a 
strong opening on Vvall Street 
- a response to the previous 
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day's fall - lifted the index to 
5983.7, up 36.7, at the dose. 

Among the blue chips, 
drinks groups Allied Domecq 
and Diageo moved ahead 
after ABN Amro rated both 
as a buy. 

The broker reckons that 
Allied Domecq, np Ip at 

5$7p. is good value even if ft 
fails to find a merger partner 
for its drinks businesses. 
Meanwhile, the argument 
that the market has yet to 
recognise the full merger ben- 
efits residing in Diageo lifted 
the shares 32_5p to 725p- 
Meanwhile, Bass pm on 
41p to 1 145p. Bristol Hotel, 
in which the hotels group has 
a 32 per cent stake, an- 
nounced a merger with rival 
US outfit FelCor Suite Hotels. 
The deal values Bass* slake at 
$390m. 

British Ifelccom gave up 
some of its recent gains after 
unveiling its latest price cuts. 
An SBC Warburg downgrade 
also helped knock the shares 
down 25p to 656p. 
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Profit-taking also hit 
O mng» down 2p al 4l0p. and 
Vodafone, I4p at 5&2p. 

Bluebird Tbys, fending off 
a hostile 101p bid from Ron 
Brierley’s Guinness Peat 
GrMip. enjoyed a 6p rise to 
1 13 3 after revealing it bad re- 
ceived other offers which 
could leal to a counter-bid for 
the Folly Pocket to Plasticine 
group. GPG was unchanged 
at 34p. 

Software group Misys, 
which just missed out un a 
place in the Footsie earlier 
thfc month, steamed through 
the £30 mark for the find time 
after giving analysts a positive 
update. The shares were up 
lOOp at exactly 3000. 

Other midcap favourites 
were engineering group Gfyn- 
wed. which stormed up 33p at 
294p after unveiling a bullish 
set of results. 

The same factors helped 
television group Flextech. 29p 
up at 535p- and construction 
group Taylor Woodrow, 8p 
belter at 237p. 


taking stock. 

WATCH ont for action at 
Albemarle & Bond, the 
AlM-fisto* pawnbroker 

gtcorp International, a 

I faBfr tnsed pawnbrolang 
outfit, bas taken a 29.996 per 
cent stake. Aibennarle’s 
management says has been 
aware of Ibe company and is 
trying fo find out what its 
intentions are. Ezcoip bought 
u. . 5 t of its shares from long- 
term shareholder Central 

Europe Corporation, and is 
expected to make a statement 
in the next few weeks. The 
shares traced up 7p to 5 J-5p- 

THERE are Still devoted 
Ibftti m ii nans around. A 
supporter of Manchester City, 
the Nationwide League 
relegation candidates, was 
Lsned with 850,000 shares in 
the dob at 88p a share. The 
proceeds of £748,000 are to 
help ftrod player purchases. 
The supporter remained 
anonymous, although the dub 
stressed he is “unconnected 
,o any board member or 
major shareholder." The 
Ofex-quoted shares dropped 
I Op to !C0p. 
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Interest rate rises 
cool housing market 


By Kerry Benefield 


LAST YEAR'S strong growth in 
the housing and construction 
sector is unlikely to be repeated 
in 1998 despite the recent jump 
in retail sales, according to in- 
dustry analysts. The booming 
market had already begun what 
was being called a long-term 
Slowdown in the face of in- 
creasing interest rales and a 
strong pound, they said. 

“That bounce is pretty much 
over." Michael Foster of Credit 
Lyonnais Laing said yesterday 
of the most recent rise. “We are 
still going to be seeing UK de- 
mand rising, but there are prob- 
lems on the pricing end." 

Their comments came as 
two leading players in the 
market. Taylor Woodrow and 
Marley. revealed a strong per- 
formance in 1997 but hinted at 
slower growth this year. 

Taylor Woodrow announced 
a 1997 pre-tax profit of £82. lm. 


a 23 per cent rise. with housing 
profits up fSm, property mak- 
ing a gain of £1.7m and. con- 
struction profits rising £5 . 2 m- 

Colin Parsons, the chief ex- 
ecutive, expressed subdued en- 
thusiasm for this year's market 
after the 1997 profit explosion. 
“Taylor Woodrow is looking at 
1 998 with some optimism. Mar- 
ket conditions appear generally 
positive for all our operations." 

Taylor Wx>draw believes the 
most recent rise in the UK 
housing market suggests that 
customer interest remains high 
across the country. But it expects 
the price rises in 1998 wifi be 
slow in comparison with 1997. 

Taylor Woodrow's housing 
business, Taywood Homes, re- 
ported a 9 percent rise in UK 
sales last year but expect that 
number to reach only 7 per cent 
in 1998. Profilswfll also not see 
last year’s heights, and Mr Far- . 
sons said that “the major price 
rises of last year are behind us". 


Taywood Homes is turning 
its housing development foots 
towards city centres. It is also 
part of the consortium that will 
develop tfael,400-bome Green- 
wich Millennium Village. 

Construction companies 
have already felt the crunch of 
the market slowdown. Tony 
Alexander; the chairman of 
Marley, the building materials 
1 group, said signs of a let-down 
ramp at the end of last year. 

“New housing activity was 
stronger in the first half [of 
1997], particularly in the South- 
east, but this improvement 
tailed off as the year pro- 
gressed," he said. Marley said 
the strong pound cut £4m from 
operating profits. 

Throughout the industry, 
hearsing and general construc- 
tion contracts are expected to 
rise 3 per cent in 1998. 
according to Mr Foster, but in- 
tense rises on par with last 
year's numbers are not forecast- 


Roll-out of home delivery 
service boosts Iceland sales 

ICELAND, the frozen food retailer seen as a high street struggler 
a year ago. reported a huge surge in sales yesterday, boosted by its 
national roll-out of home delivery. Same store sales rose 4.4 per 
cent last year and are 16 per cent ahead in current trading, though 
the company admitted that level was not sustainable. Iceland shares 
rose 1ft per cent to 197_5p as analysts upgraded profit forecasts. 
This was in spite of a dip in profits from £56m to £43 3m. Iceland 
is now testing home shopping, which wifi enable customers to tele- 
phone orders in from home. Investment column, page 24 

Bluebird finds counter bidder 

BLUEBIRD Toys yesterday said it had received approaches which 
may or may not "lead to an offer from a company other than Guin- 
ness Peat Group, whose hostile bid it continues to resist Blue- 
bird said it continued to urge shareholders to reject a bid from 
GPG. adding that GPG told it last week that it had received ac- 
ceptances of its bid representing only 0.05 per cent of Bluebird. 
Bluebird said it had received the offers since the GPG hid was 
announced on 19 January, but offered no further details. A fur- 
ther announcement will be made as soon as possible, It said. 

Speciality Shops in £37m deal 

SPECIALITY Shops, a subsidiary of Miner Estates, is selling a 
portfolio of four properties in a £37m deal. W&verley Shopping 
Centre in Edinburgh, is being sold to Scottish Metropolitan Prop- 
erty. which already has a 50 percent stake in \\%wjxiey,whidi com- 
-gises57 retail units and a food court It is buying therestfor£25m. 

' Speciality Shops is selling three other shopping centres to Arca- 
dia for £12J>5m. 

EU clears hotel sale to Bass 

BASS's acquisition of the Intercontinental Hotels & Resorts chain 
from Japan's Saison Group was cleared by European Union reg- 
ulators yesterday, boosting Bass’s presence in the luxury hotel 
market and e xpanding its hotel business outside the UK. The Eu- 
ropean Commission said it cleared the $2.9bn (£1.8bn) purchase 
after a month-long investigation showed that Bass would not 
-create or strengthen a dominant position which would signifi- 
cantly impede competition". 

Matalan plans flotation 

MATALAN, which operates a fast-growing chain of out-of-town 
clothing stores, yesterday announced plans to seek a listing on the 
J.mdon Slock Exchange in a flotation that is expected to value i 
a about £200m. The news came as the company aimounced record 
results for the year to 31 Deamber, showing sate up . 24 per cent 
to £229.6m and an 87 per cent lift in pre-tax profit to £12.7m. 

Britannic profits rise 

£93 m. Bri tanni c shares gained 43.5p to dose at 135 p. 
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THESE are unsealing times if you are 
a eurobond salesman for Russia. 
Mikhail Zadornov, Russia's Minister 
of Finance, completed a roadshow last 
week across seven European cities to 
stump up interest in a DM1 bn euro- 
bond being issued by the country. 

The sales tour took in Frankfurt on 
Thursday and London on Friday, where 
Mr Zadornov extolled Russia’s markets 
and gave a portrait of the country's re- 
form measures. SBC Wfoiburg and 


Deutsche Morgan Grenfell were lead 
underwriteni to the esue, and were kick- 
ing forward to fat fees from the deaL 

Then on Monday President Yeltsin 
sacked his entire government, includ- 
ing Mr Zadornov, who heard about il 
in Hamburg. The eurobond was pulled, 
pending more “stability" in the bond 
markets. 

Word does not reach me of Mr 
Zadornov's fate, but I am happy to re- 
port that the eurobond issue was back 
on track yesterday, and with it the in- . 
vestmenl bankers’ fees, which is after 
all what really matters. 

JAMES Heneage, the40-ycar-old co- 
founder and managing director of 
Ottakar s, the bookshop chain due to 
float next month, named the company 
after a childhood obsession, he tells me. 
The name refers to King Ottokar's 
Sceptre, from Heige's series of Tintin 
books, in which the King's sceptre in 
a fictional Eastern European state be- 
comes the centre of attempts to over- 
throw the state. 

Mr Heneage decided to avoid any 
potential copyright conflicts with 
Tinlin's present owners by changing the 
middle ‘o' in his store's name to an *a\ 
I still think “Captain Haddock" would 
have made a splendid name for a 
bookshop. 

Anyway. Mr Hcncage and his co- 


founder and non-executwc chairman- 
Philip Dunne, have buflt the chain up 
from nothing in 1987 tu47 stores today, 
15 of them opening in the last year. 
They've avoided head-on competi- 
tion with lhe heavyweights Uke 
Wneistcuie and Books elc by opening 
in market towns and the like, from 
Brighton and Banbury W Llandudno 
and East Kilbride. 

Mr Heneage spent most of his 
previous career with Ogihy & Mather 
as an account director. Mr Dunne, . 9. 
is a corporate financier who wiKkedfor 
SG Warburg and Pheonix Securities, 
and is currently managing director of 
Donaldson Lufkin & Jenrettc, the 

American investment bank. 

The team also indudes Neil Uqyd, 

32, (he finance director, who trained with 
accountants Baker Tilly and was finan- 
cial controller of Harvey Nichols during 
hs flotation. John Thornton. 54. chair- 
man of Thorntons chocolates, is also on 
the board 3s a non-executive director. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the emerg- 
ing markets settlements team from 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell's hack 
office, who drank their way to victory 
at the Hogshead City Beer Challenge 
on Monday night. 

This isn't as had as it sounds; Tom 
Craven and his DMG colleagues didn't 
actually win the cunicst by drinking 


more than anyone eLse.They simply had 
to identify eight beers ftw a list of 21). 

U was all for chanty. The evening 
attracted IS teams from the Square 
Mile and raised £5,000 for the Richard 
Longhorn tnisl. Over teams com- 
peted in four heats, and foe DMG team 
only won after a nail-biting sudden 
death play-off (or should that he 
drink-off?) in the final, with four 
othei teams on equal scores. 

The runners-up were, in descend- 
ing order. Lambs to the Slaughter 
(Uoyd's Chambers); Anglo Rom; Old 
Street Slappy Happy CtajM (ACT 
Financial Systems); IMRO, and 
Richards Butler. 

Mr Craven and his seven colleagues 

have won an all-expenses-paid week- 
end trip to lhe Caledonian Brewery in 
Edinburgh, where they will sample 
everything the company has to offer. 

Sounds like DMG had better start 
recruiting hack-office replacements 
immediately. They'll never find their 
way back to the airport. 

OUR commiserations to Sir Bruce 
MacPhalL managing director of P&O, 
who missed the press briefing yester- 
day- for the best set of annual results 
in years. Lord Sleriing, chairman, 
said Sir Bruce was not there "because 
he has a gut problem". Our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. 
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Leader Lara goes his own way and passes important first test 


NO West Indies captain has 
oeen more diligently groomed 
for the post, more actively pro- 
moted for it or more openly 
roveted it None came to it by 
a -longer or more contentious 
route. So bow has Brian. Lara 
fared In the first series at the 
helm? The simple answer is 
that he won. 

As Mike Atherton, his be- 
leaguered counterpart, and 
Richie Richardson and Court- 
ney Walsh, Lara's predecessors, 
have painfully discovered, it is 
the one criterion by which all 
captains are ultimately judged. 


In Lara's case, instant success, 
even a narrow 2-1 advantage, 
was more critical. 

The West Indies had just re- 
turned from a disastrous series 
in Pakistan, heavily beaten in all 
three Tbsts, when his appoint- 
ment instead ofWilsh was con- 
firmed in early January. Walsh 
himself and the tour manager 
Clive Lloyd, the former revered 
captain, spoke of a lack of pride 
and commitment in the team 
There were snide suggestions 
that Walsh and Lara were at log- 
gerheads and that Lara (average 
21.5) did not pull his weighL 


Lara's disciplinary record 
was such that there were seri- 
ous doubts whether he was 
temperamentally capable of 
handling the responsibility. His 
publicised tantrums had 
brought him before the West In- 
dies Cricket Board's disriplinaiy 
committee four times in the past 

couide of years. Lara was under 
the microscope and he knew it 
In the past two and a half 
months he has not put a foot 
wrong off the field and not 
much on the field either. A 
smile has seldom been far from 
his handsome face, he has 


West Indies' new captain was under the 
microscope but was bold in securing a 
vita! series victory. Tony Cozier reports 


been co-operative and com- 
fortable with the media and 
dearly at ease with his players. 

Realising the value of ex- 
perience around him, he court- 
ed Whlsh when the displaced 
captain took a week deciding 
whether he would continue.' He 
personally emphasised to Curt- 
ly Ambrose his essential worth 
when rumours were flying 


around that the great fast 
bowler was about Lo retire. 
He depended heavily on them, 
repeatedly approaching both 
during an over with a sugges- 
tion or a pat on the back and 
they never let him down. 

With seemingly insignifi- 
cant suggestions Lara encour- 
aged bis newer players, too. 
When Philo Wallace, the pow- 


erful opener was out for a 
dazzling 92 m the final Test, he 
returned to a standing ovation 
from around the ground. 

Lara, next man ia, pointedly 
waited on the dressing-room: 
steps, himself applauding, so 
that Wallace, in his third Test, 
had the stage aQ to himself. 

On the field he has not been 
tactically inhibited by the new- 
ness of his assignment, some- 
times to the point of obvious 
error. But, as always, be has 
been prepared to be guided by 
instinct rather than orthodoxy. 

He baffled in Port of Spain 


with his use of Kenny Ben- 
jamin and Nixon McLean to 
open the bowling rather than 
Amb rose and Wfolsb. In Geoige- 
town, his delay in calling up Am- 
brose for the second new ball 
with Englan d on 84 for 7 was 
hard tofettBoi as was his neglect 
in Bridgetown of Carl Hooper 
against Graham Thorpe, who 
had not handled him capaWy in 
the eadier Tbsts. Within in a cou- 
ple of oveis, Thorpe was edging 
Hooper to slip but by then he 
had a 104 to his name. 

But he relied on spin more 
than ary recent 'Vlfesr Indies skip- 


per has done, a legacy ofhisup- 
bripgingiQ Trinidad, The upshot 
was that Hooper's off-breaks 
claimed more wickets in the sc- 
ries than azy ^st Indian spin- 
ner since Lance Gibbs 21 years 
earlier and the leg-spinner Di- 
n anath Ramnarin e enjoyed an 
encouraging introduction to 
Ibst cricket It has given the at- 
tack a refreshing balance and we 
can expect more of the same. 

Lara would have appreci- 
ated the luxuiy of being able to 
Hood a few younger players but 
the object, first and foremost, 
was to win. He has done thaL 


Verve and nerve 
undoes sad Seles 


By John Roberts 

in Key [Iscayne 


THE saddest sight of the week 
so far at the Lipton Champi- 
onships here was of the once 
great Monica Seles, 24, her 
fighting spirit intact but her body 
sagging for the want of fitness, 
labouring to defeat at the hands 
of Anna Kournikova, a 16- 
vear-old picture of vitality. 

Koumikova’s verve filled 
the Centre Court again yester- 
day as she dismantled Conchi- 
ta Martinez, the 1994 
Wimbledon champion, 6-3, 6-0, 
barely breaking stride from one 
point to the next. That took the 
25th-ranked Kournikova into a 
quarter-final against the second 
seed. Lindsay Davenport. 

Beating Seles, however, was 
a special event for Koumikova, 
whose maturing talent, it will be 
remembered, took her to the 
Wimbledon semi-finals last 
year. She squealed with delight 
after winning. -7-5, 6-4, 

describing the success as “prob- 
ably my most enjoyable victory". 

There was no spite in the 
statement. Quite the contrary. 
“Monica's always been the play- 
er that l admired most," the 


Fish batters 
Krantz’s ear 


AFTER the perils of the 
Southern Ocean comes a new 
danger for the crews in the 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race - flying fish. 

Gunnar Kranlz. the skipper 
of Swedish Match, was left with 
earache after a close encounter 
with airborne marine life on day 
1 1 of the sixth leg from Brazil 
to Florida- “Luckily. I had just 
put my hood up when the fish 
banged into my ear," Kranlz 
said. "It was pretty violent 
crush. I could hear the bells long 
afterwards." 

The leg leader. EF Lan- 
guage, has also had problems 
with the masses of flying fish the 
fleet is encountering as it ap- 
proaches the turning point of 
the Island of Barbuda. "They get 
scooped up in the water that 
ends up on the deck and get in 
uur sail bags, sheet bags etc," the 
skipper, Paul Cayard, reported. 

Cayard has now stretched his 
lead over Britain's Silk Cut to 
more than 20 miles. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 

(sMi leg, 4,750 mtoa Son Setastao. Bra. 
to Fort Lauderdale, US): 1 ET 
iSwei P Cavaid 17557 rnSes to tosh: 2 5* 
Cui (GB1 L Smith 203 nstes ftetwd leader: 

3 Innovation KioemarfNor) KRosad +436: 

4 Sweddi MbM' (Sue) G Krant2 +44^3 Ms- 
it Cup (Monaco) (3 DaScn +55£:6CZtS3So 
Aiow (US) J Kostedo +6*5: ? Tbstjba (U5i 

P Standtoidge t KEJ: 0 

,NeCi) R Haw + CD : B EF Education (Swe) 
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Americanised Russian 
explained. “It was my dream to 
play against her. I feel great that 
I played against her and that I 
won, of course. But I just want 
to say that she’s a great athlete 
and I will always admire her." 

One day Kournikova might 
tell her grandchildren about the 
time she beat her tennis idol. We 
trust that she will not gloss over 
the point that Seles, distraught 
by her father's illness and out 
of condition after two months’ 
absence from tournaments, cut 
an almost matronly figure. 

Koumikova expressed com- 
passion. “I feel bad for her, for 
her dad, for what happened to 
her [when she was stabbed in 
1993]," she said. “I think she was 
the greatest ever. If nothing had 
happened to her. I think she 
would win another 20 Grand 
Slams, or whatever. 

“When I was growing up, she 
was the young and upcoming 
player. I remember her playing 
French Opens against Steffi 
[Graf], when I was like eight 
years old or something. I like 
her game, her very aggressive 
style. I try to play the same way." 

Seles is also trying to play the 
same way, chiefly from memo- 
ry, although her thoughts have 
established a different priority 


since her father's health dete- 
riorated. She only competed at 
the Upton because it is not too 
far from the family's Florida 
home. “I'm just going to take it 
a day at a time," Seles said. 
“That's what I kind of decided 
coming into Upton." Was Wim- 
bledon still part of her sched- 
ule? “At this point, I really 
don’t know." 

Unsurprisingly, there were 
few glimpses of Seles’s fierce 
shot-making of old, even when 
she was dominating the match 
against Koumikova. “1 haven't 
really worked much on anything 
the last few months," she said. 
“I don't have that confidence to 
finish the match off, which has 
been happening the past year, 
since I took my practice hours 
down. I’m just not serving 
enough. The timing is not there. 
I gave away too many easy 
shots on key points. I left the 
ball, and let the ball bounce. I 
had no feeling of whether it was 
going in or out." 

The men’s singles continued 
to produce upsets, Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, the sixth seed, join- 
ing Rate Sampras, the world No 
1, on the sidelines. The Russ- 
ian seemed to be heading for 
the quarter-finals after taking 
the opening set of his match yes- 



Arma Koumikova unleashes a double-handed backhand in her 7-5, 6-4 victory over Monica Seles Photograph: Allsport 


lerday, but when Jeff Tarango 
is on the other side of the net 
anything can happen. On this 
occasion, the turbulent Amer- 
ican simply put his game 
together and prospered, 3-6, 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

Dates have been released for 
the ATP Tour’s experiment of 


having coaches on the court, as 
in Davis Cup ties. Starling in 
Hong Kong on 6 April, coach- 
es will be part of the scene in 
Atlanta. Munich, Gstaad and 
Los Angeles. 

Unlike the Davis Cup. the 
coaches will only come on court 
and talk with their players dur- 


ing change-overs after sets. 
These will be extended from 90 
to 120 seconds. Players without 
a travelling coach will be able 
to nominate someone else, a 
doubles partner, say, subject to 
the.approvai of the supervisor. 

Wfeuld players be allowed to 
use mobile phones to contact 


their coach if he is unable to 
attend the event but maybe 
watching on television? “Noth- 
ing in the rules prevents a play- 
er phoning up his coach." said 
Weller Evans, viee-prestdenr 
of ATP Tbur player services. But . 
is it good lo talk? 

Scores, Digest, page 31 


King finally ready to resume his throne 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

ALEX KING celebrated the 
latest of his many returns to fit- 
ness yesterday by gambling a 
few hard-earned shillings on the 
fruit machine situated in a cor- 
ner of the Wasps clubhouse. It 
was a risky venture: England's 
forgotten outside-half has suf- 
fered such mind-blowing mis- 
fortune this season that he fully 
expected to hit the jackpot and 
then get paid in old 50p pieces. 

Still, things are about to look 
up for the stand-off who has 
turned rank bad luck into an art 
form. King is an odds-on 
favourite to pul months of inter- 


mittent injury frustration be- 
hind him and reclaim his place 
in the Wasps line-up for this 
weekend's Tetley's Bitter Cup 
semi-final with Sale at Loftus 
Road. “I’U be very disappointed 
if I'm not picked,” he admitted. 

Selected on merit for Eng- 
land's first pre-Christmas inter- 
national against Australia, King 
withdrew 48 hours before the 
match when he realised that his 
dodgy right knee was not up to 
scratch following keyhole 
surgery. On suffering subse- 
quent problems during the Pre- 
miership game in January, he 
gave up the Five Nations as a bad 
job and sidestepped all rugby f° r 
two months to try to get himself 
sorted for the Wasps run-in. 


“Basically, I got sick to the 
back teeth of hobbling around, 
so I deckled to bite the bullet and 
take some time out,” he said yes- 
terday. "It’s been difficult, in- 
credibly frustrating, and I've 
bated every minute of the last 
couple of months. But the rest 
and constant physiotherapy 
seems to have done the tridc rve 
played two scoond-team games 
recently, really physical tests 
against the Navy and the London 
Irish second-string, and I'm feel- 
ing right on top of things again." 

Wasps will not name their side 
until tomorrow but with Riul 
Sampson, their rookie full-back, 
struggling with ankle trouble, 
they will probably play Gareth 
Rees at full-back - on the nar- 


row Loftus Road pitch, the 
foursquare Canadian constitutes 
a one-man blanket defence -and 
reinstate King as a crafty play- 
maker. Sale should also be at full 
strength; their worry surrounds 
their hooker, Steve Diamond, 
who has shingles, although Davis 
Rees, Tbra Beim and Jos Bax- 
endell are nursing niggles. 

London's other band of 
knock-out hopefuls, Saracens, 
must first negotiate tonight's 
huge Premiership rumble at 
Newcastle before worrying 
about in-form Northampton at 
Franklins Gardens in the pick 
of Saturday's semis. This 
evening's combatants appeared 
to have the winning of the title 
between them until simultane- 


ous recent slip-ups at Rich- 
mond and Gloucester gave Bath 
an unexpected foot in the door. 
Nevertheless, the head-to-head 
at Kingston Park remains the 
most important Allied Dunbar 
match of the campaign so far. 

Kyran Bracken, the Eng- 
land scrum-half, and Philippe 
Sella, the veteran French cen- 
tre now in the final few weeks 
of a marvellously satisfying ca- 
reer, will both turn out for 
Saracens tonight. Bracken has 
recovered from the shoulder in- 
jury that cost him a Calcutta 
Cup cap on Sunday, while Sel- 
la has completed a mandatory 
three-week concussion lay-off. 
The select aria l reshuffle sees 
Ryan Constable move from 


midfield to right wing, with 
Matt Singer taking over from 
Gavin Johnson at full-back. 

Newcastle were still assessing 
the Calcutta Cup injury fall-out 
yesterday, but they were able to 
count on Nick PoppIeweU's ser- 
vices at loose bead. The re- 
spected Irish Lion has committed 
himself to another two seasons 
in the North-east but at 32, be wiD 
call time on he? international ca- 
reer at the end of the season. 

“You can't go on forever and 
Fra not getting any younger," he 
explained. Tonight's tittle en- 
counter with Sanies, in which 
he goes eyeball to eyeball with 
his countryman, Raul Wallace, 
will put a good few years on 
both of them. 


Holyfield arranges Akinwande title defence Local council decide to make Bison extinct 


Boxing 


EVANDER HOLYFIELD will 
defend his World Boxing As- 
sociation heavyweight title 
against the Briton Henry 
Akinwande on 6 June at Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York. 

“There are just a few little 
details to work out," said 
Marina Capuro. of the Ameri- 
can cable channel Showtime, 
which will handle the pay-per- 
view distribution of the fight. 


The fight will be Holyficld’s 
first since he stopped Michael 
Moorer in November. .An offi- 
cial announcement is expected 
next Monday. 

Another British heavy- 
weight, Herbie Hide, has been 
forced to move the first defence 
of his World Boxing Organi- 
sation title against the Amer- 
ican Obed Sullivan to 
Manchester's Nyncx Arena on 
18 April. 

Hide was originally sched- 
uled to appear on a bill in 


Dublin two weeks earlier but 
has been forced to make the 
switch because Steve Robinson’s 
challenge for Luisito Espinosa's 
WBC featherweight crown has 
bad to be postponed following 
a bereavement in the champi- 
on's family. 

Robinson, who will now face 
Espinosa at the end of May or 
beginning of June, will still 
fight on Lhe Manchester pro- 
motion in a 10-round contcsyis 

part of his preparation for the 
title contest. 


Ice hockey 


BASINGSTOKE BISON will 
cease to be a Superieague team 
at the end of this month after the 
franchise owners, Basingstoke 
and Deane Council, withdrew fi- 
nancial support yesterday. 

At a special meeting of the 
borough council, it was agreed 
that a Superieague team wiD not 
continue to operate from the 
Basingstoke Ice Rink and Lido. 

The news is the second ma- 


jor blow to Superieague in Lhe 
Iasi 24 hours after Lhe Ameri- 
can businessman Blake Cullen 
chose to puli out of the running 
for the Birmingham franchise 
on Monday. 

Basingstoke council's sport 
and recreation manager. Neil 
Cole, said: “The recommenda- 
tion to withdraw from the Su- 
perieague for the 1998/99 
season was approved due to the 
large financial implication, 
which would have been in ex- 
cess of £300,000. Professional 


senior ice hockey will be fully 
considered, at other levels, for 
the 1998/99 season. Junior ice 
hockey development, skating 
lessons and public skating will 
continue to operate at the site." 

The Superieague chief ex- 
ecutive, Ian Taylor, said: “Al- 
though this is a setback for the 
sport, we have substantial 
interest from operators who 
arc interested in franchises 
across the UK and we anticipate 
more teams joining Super- 
league in the foture." 


Pakistan 

recover 

their 

ground 


Zimbabwe 277 & 268 
Pakistan 3S4 & 58-1 


PAKISTAN lost an early wick- 
et yesterday in their quest to win 
the second and final Test against 
Zimbabwe in Harare. Set 192 to 
-win, Pakistan closed the fourth 
day on 58 for 1. 

Hie opener Saeed Anwar 
was 38 not out and Mohammad 
Wasim eight at stumps, having 
shared an unbroken 44-run 
stand for the second wicket 
They came together in the third 

over af the inning s following the 
dismissal of the makeshift open- 
er Azbar Mahmood for nine. 

The Pakistan all-rounder, 
forced into hfc new role because £ 
AH Naqvi has a sprained ankle, 
edged Heath Streak to Alistair 
Campbell at second slip. 

Pakistan had earlier dis- 
missed Zimbabwe for 268 in 
their second inning? - a total 
largely due to an eighth-wick- 
et partnership of 50 between 
Streak and Bryan Strang. They 
joined forces after the loss of 
Murray Goodwin before tea for 
81 and frustrated the Pakistani 
bowlers with a dogged stand. 

However, when Strang top- Pl- 
edged a sweep off the leg-spin- 
ner Mushtaq Ahmed, the rest of 
the batting folded easily, leaving 
Streak unbeaten on 37. Whsim 
A kram took the last two wickets 
to fall to finish with three for 70. 
although the pick of the bowlers 
was Mahmood with 3 for 26. 

Earlier, the overnight pair e# f 
Goodwin and Andy Flower put 
on 95 for the fourth wicket, 
after resuming on 82 for 5. 
Flower fcfl for 49. but Goodwin 
went on to his fifth Test half-cen- 
tury, his second ra the match, be- 
fore edging Waqar Younis to 
first slip. 

Fourttt day: Smtjebwa won losa 
ZIMBABWE - first Inning* 277 |G J Wttttal 

U W Gcxxftrtn 53- B C Strang 53 » 

PAKISTAN - firrt brings 354 (Mohamwl 
Wadm B2, HAoWbq Ahmed 57) 

ZIMBABWE - Second brings 
(Ov8frt#itB2torai 

M W Ooocbvn c raw nam b waqa . ...... bi 

tA Rowht c (nzattam b Mishtaq 49 

Q J WftUal c flastM b UahmocKi ft 

TNMQdondocRnsHdbMatwnood 2 

H H Streak nol out - — 37 

B C Strang c ttusuf b Mushtaq 21 

A Q Hudw b Ufestn Afcrairi 0 

M Maroon few b Mutii Akram j 

Extras (Ob 6b Erfa) 40 

loM (111 oven) __268 

M tatrfV: 4-133 5- «8 6-175 7-305 S-S5 9-2SS 
Bowing: WEsm Akram 33-&703; Wmar Ytw- 
ns&a60i Azhar Urtmood 16-7-2M; Mirfv 
taq Ahmed 37-6-644 
PAKISTAN - Second Innings 

Saead Anwar not out 38 

AJiar Mahmood c Campbell b Streak .. .9 

Matantuod Wasim ra out... 3 

Extras fib 1 b lnb)._ 3 

T^poM, 14 overs) ..—58 

Tb hzamam-M-Haq. Al Nap* Yousuf 
'ratfrana. Man Khan -tRasHo LaH. Wasim 
Atasm. Yousuf Youhana. Mustiuq Ahmed, 

Vwqar lbwte 

BowQng no <Ma): SUfcflk 6 - 2 -U- 1 . WfttifJ 3 - 
Umpbws: R B Tiffin £Dn) arid S G Randal {Aim) 

• Ed Giddins, the former Eng- 
land A pace bowler, will com- 
plete his rehabilitation from a 
19-month ban from county 
cricket for taking cocaine when 
he flies ouL on Warwickshire's 

pre-season tour to South Africa | 

today. His suspension expires 
next Wednesday. 



Light arrives after dark days for Oxford’s sole Swede 



Nilsson: Ambush mentality 


HENRIK NILSSON will be 
the first, and only, Swedish 
oarsman to row in the Boat 
Race when he starts for Oxford 
on Saturday. There should 
have been two. 

“I was rowing in the 
Swedish national team with 
Fredrik Hulten when wc de- 
cided to apply together to do 
postgraduate work in Oxford," 
Nilsson said. “Then, last May, 
after wc hud won our places, he 
was killed in a car crash. I was 
really devastated by his death. 
He was three years older and 
had Laught me so much about 
rowing and sculling. Wc talked 
about it ull the time." 


Nilsson was left alone, with 
no partner to race with at the 
1997 Wbrld Championships and 
without his friend to accompa- 
ny him to the Dark Blue spires. 

Hulten had been the best 
sculler m Sweden for a decade. 
He was honoured throughout 
the season with a minute's 
silence at international regattas. 
He left a vacuum behind for his 
team members and for many of 
them a sense that it would now 
be even harder to make a mark 
on the world scene. For Nilsson, 
the place waiting for him at Ox- 
ford was a relief and, almost as 
importantly, a chance to fulfil his 
promise. 


Henrik Nilsson’s progress to a place in 
Saturday's Boat Race has been dogged by 
ill luck and tragedy, he tells Hugh Matheson 


“The group and the com- 
petition within it for places in 
the crew is sometimes higher 
than in the Swedish national 
team," he said. 

Nilsson lives in the old Ox- 
ford University Boat House 
with two other oarsmen, in- 
cluding Jurgen HechL who sits 
behind him in the crew, and the 
cox, Alex Greancy. 

At 29, the Swede finds him- 
self in a group of much younger 


men led by a president, Andrew 
Lindsay, who will be 21 today. 
“He has a strong personality and 
consults with the coach. Sean 
Bowden, who sets the stan- 
dards and then Andrew secs that 
we cany them out.” Nilsson said. 

Nilsson grew up in Sweden’s 
deep south at Lund and after 
high school there went into Lhe 
araiyfor 15 months’ mDitaiy ser- 
vice. He was drafted into the 
Spanare, a unit that specialised 


in working in small groups be- 
hind enemy lines. He was an of- 
ficer who Gist learned and then 
taught soldiers to “dig in and 
cover ourselves and to live for 
days if necessary without sup- 
plies in enemy temloiy. We were 
meant'to reconnoitre their po- 
sitions and to stay buried, or at 
Icaa out of sgbL Sometimes the 

tanks drove rigfrt over the holes 
we lay in." 

Oxford- may well need this 
ambush mentality on Saturday, 
when Lhe Light Blues arc like- 
ly lo prove Lhe more powerful 
off the start and, if they get a run 
at h_ very hard to stop. One who 
has been trained to. dig in and 


survive on scraps and then to 
stop the Soviet tanks in their 
tracks should be wed equipped 
for a race which may well be a 
copy of 1997 and go all the way. 

Nilsson's urge to won is more 
than simply a product of his mil- 
itary training. He has suffered 
ill luck throughout his rowing 
career. In his first internation- 
al season he was chosen for the 
Undcr-23 World Champi- 
onships in Linz, Austria, and 
ended up in intensive care with 
blood, poisoning. At the next 
year's competition he got food 
poisoning at Naro in Sicily. In 
1992 he missed Olympic selec- 
tion in the Swedish coxless 


four by one- tenth of a second 
and spent the next two years in 
the wilderness training alone. 

In 1995. however. Thor 
Nilsen, a Norwegian, took the 
Swedish team under his wing 
and convinced Nilsson he had 

the potential to race at the hbh- 

est level, and took the Swedish 
quadruple, scull to sixth place 
in the Olympic final in Atlanta. 

The follow-up season went 
badly wrong. Nilsson broke 
his leg skiing and, just as he re- m 
turned to training, Hulten died i 
Nilsson has much to prove on 
Saturday and wants a wioner’s, 
medal, as much for his friend's 
memory, as for himself. 
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Momentous McCoy 
puts Doctoor on call 


By John Cobb 


THE LEGIONS who believe 
taTonyMcGy sjudgcmmaf 


t,rt thall 


en ge * 


gos of 


■ ••••T'r, 

’ ; Or. 

murdjt 


■ ■' !viv 
■V, 


tor w his nse as his skills in the 

saddle should pay heed to his 
woius at Chepstow last night af- 
ter he equalled the record num- 
ber of wins in a season. 

Failure in the last race de- 
nied McCoy the 223rd success 
this term that would have 
pushed him past the mark es- 
tablished by Peter Scudamore 
in 1989, buL the record will not 
be safe for long. “I should do it 
in the Gist at Ludlow tomorrow 
as Doctoor seems to have a win- 
ning chance," McCoy said. 

Among the rider’s achieve- 
ments at Chelte nham last week 
- where his Dve wins equalled 


another record - was the : feat 
of correctly predicting that he 
would win the final three races 
of the meeting. Doctoor, who 
was already going to start at 
short odds is likely to be almost 
unbankable now *hs*t he has 
been tipped byMcCoy. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Ptettaugh 
(Towcesber3J0) 

NBs Mammy’s Choice 
(Towcester 3-40) 

McCoy also had revealing 

WQfdsaslolvwlw Tii^anai d iwI 

Scudamore’s record with more 
than two months of the season 
to run. “I had my first day off 
this season cm Monday and I 
have been very lucky to steer 
clear of all injuries and sus- 


pensions rince die season start- 
ed,” he said. 

“It’s briffiant to equal some- 
body like Sen’s record as he was 
a fantastic jockey. 1 would not 
have been able to do it without 
the help of Martin Pipe and my 
agent. Dave Roberts. 

“Dave is brilliant at picking 
rides for me. getting me oh the 
good horses as well as keeping 
me off the bad ones and I haw 
been Incfy to fall in with all the 
right people since "Ibby Balding 
brought me over from Ireland" 

Roberts, however, was hap- 
py de flec t the credit towards his 
proteg£"Ibnyk the easiest man 
in die world to work for. He’s 
310 percent switched on to the 
job and gives every horse a ride 
whether it’s the Cheltenham 
Gold Qip or a selling hnrefle." 


Fittingly, McCoy reached 
the 222 pmrk in a selling hnr- 
dk and, app r op riately, it was on 
a hoise trained by Mania Pipe, 
who has supplied him with 134 

of his wins and also enabled 
Scudamore to reach his record 
Earlier. McCoy had earned 
praise from a trainer of a dif-. 
ferent school when stealing the 
openit$ rare ty kidting dear on 
I Annkaran, who is in the care 
of Captain Tim Forster. 

“Nobody told bnn to do that 
and that’s why he’s the champi- 
on jockey," Fwstersrid. “He just 
seized the opportunity to go dear 
and an onfinary jockey would oot 
have done that as he knows lie 
would gel a bollocking.” 

When Scudamore set his 
record - or indeed Jonjo 
OTMeiD’s figure of 149 in 1978- 



Tony McCoy and Pomme Secret; his record-equaKng winner 
at Chepstow yesterday Photograph; Julian Herben/ABsporc 
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■■if- 
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few thought h would ever be 
beaten, tut the question now is 
how far McCdy win kick dear of 
the old mark. “Obviously l am 
going to set new figures unless 


Westwood 

on his way 


something happens," McCoy 
said “but 300 winners in a sea- ) 
son? Well 1 have got more 
chance of flying to the moon." 

Prepare for take off. 


Exeter 


2.20 Obelos (nb) 

2- 50 Relative Chance 

3- 20 Leap Frog 


HYPERION 

3.50 Pennymoor Prince . 

4.20 Beau BabHlard 
430 GRAND APPLAUSE (flap) 


g QMff Good (Good to Soft toptacgsL 

SSOTZtfMI AOWS saN: &****« * fidodten; saw 

Hng £5. CAH PARK: E2 on rate: £2 to ettx rranantar fam 

87 W<rnen 266 'Wnont fruaann ate 2S2»j 1C— 
i?WL S E’ ,IB p Hobba 27-128 (213*1 R Frost 17-T3S tOZKk. 

JOCKEY& A P McCoy Z7 Wnwstom 127 rfoea 13^0 [Baft 

B Pmwfi 9-155 (38%). S Buri^W (73%) ^ ‘ [ i 

• FAVOURITES: VS wtos from 5X7 races (3B5*A 
BUietERH) FIRST TIME: into The Web (32B); Wear Room (45H 


has barer aiajfo a Mtotaand.net far the frst One, drift ahow a mat date cfentfute- 
am In that ttritogdon raon Tha iHwdd is (tasty Md ml ate trigger dm a ha 
s«t* «>■ «tft a Batefwa Chance * ntoa. ftetetw* Chance s handy to toe frst ftreh of 

to dfo sh ow fa yrrand farm vrfran gapped up to two and toreoqureformtea and 

faaaling Jet Boy* a! Sandeom to Notorrbet Puc a ter . a ftta-fenea frtar hi a alai mu' 
tancfleapctanB ta Nawtan Abbot last «reofc. has nnnnw good racaa cw fences wfth- 
oot rater tooMng to ba tataty rabble Ha is 71j Htfror to foe rating on Na ratten » hur- 
<*>B *nd ft dfOraJt lo hwn him doing rructi banac. Bally Urn stayed on pan batten 
hones far a remote vfevr ert Edmond h the owd a foa M matting. TT» more rah the 
bMwferta* Setectforr: TUY 


aiixaquant M*nar CaCng Wld al UtfcMter tal month. Al good ttmg> coma e an and. 
haarare L id Capanvaay— a Mad Mfo batted Cttm Doran MWferrairi fe at Un a Pn- 
nytnoor Prince hw to bounce bach horn a moderate perfor ma n c e tt UU a rem Aa tari- 
ng as the graurdvteahett ran to own more gruetargeondmors nets on New tow a 
' 1 Matt nn The form ot tea mi hare a 


a itayera' Day and 0 may babas id orertoofctottii 


tgoodanoutfi 


logiva him My charm todmand M wart on tofafewr ipavaratip only Juat M enouoh 
at WlndSK Lanca Anaatnma haa mad* a beMad aMt a 


2.20 


ROBERT WEBB TRAVEL NOVICE SELUNG HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2300 added 2m 2f Penalty Value £1309 

3°^ jjW ' THKjgl Ctel WGMTtnwS tl 2 ATbonteaB 

OP BEANOSCfVPT fay (AFfa^mka IMS Wtam5fl 2 1 Rt 

00 CAPTAIN RUSTLER pz) fHa-otaltttcMS} AP Jone*5Tl 2 

OBEtnS(a5norrySBndera)RBnjl7fl2 


O on] HEAVTTREE BREWERY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
1 (CLASS El £6,000 2m 7T 110yds Penalty Value £4330 

7t1t>. MRWMDarm 

Whm 8ii C P Hater 

_R Jotnana 
JtTbonaoa 


CT 1 


ffE» . SAXON ni(E {tq (B (Basil OJa P WM I 

WOO TOSKANO(BB)(BMdaaCzxnnaoMCcmpanarte)DMI 

WM lEA PfflOO tMffffc6artCtnm}MGaaBlw7HB 

RMF2 INUjCI)0FTREQAnA(H)(JcfcnCana]RAkar6n 4. 

220MB BmEUWSm(JattwHcRl4PffcMbS1l2 

2 <23 BASAUt0pZ}(n)SfetGJPMps)TRnWB«1 

flOPF GaaM^yuamQaSHTyADxraSheteHgtMUCB 


Mjgg THOUAS CROWN (BQ (W) (DLVSams) D WSsaraBU 2 

2Q3RB MBS0NDSn(CM.BJARFBNtoMiriURM4n» 

9% PHtSBTENCEPflrep)(McBMOCor»i^WQUT(»!W4*R 



53RC5 TDUB LEAOCa flS 
OXHf THEHlUOra 
6400BP BTOTHEWap^ 

3S6LH 8AH0NCB1J 


P-P86P RAnfftEAL(t9'{8 

U(M}(ThaGadn|M 


(Us J FMnaBaone N MMaTI H& RQraam 

QFJStfstu))l*sMJcnm7«5 GSoppM^B 

“ Mhfcte«aa7t)2. --tiferna 

8C2 Wllaan 


Jlten 


BETTING: S-4 IRaa Ondae, VI Obaks, S-1 Mno OfTM «dbs, VI Balm, VI TTiotaa Crown. 
2V1 Baano Sa^X, 25-1 Pandstenca Paya,3V1 Caplrin Rattlar 
®97 Rett Catfet 6 71 2 G Suppia B-13 tav (M « nn 
FORM GUIDE 

Ballos »aa very umafc kithe batdng andtal aariy on ki apooriraadsn daanarotHere- 
tord last month. BbBd« whete since figuad pnxnnanOyki atmngar company may wai get 
tha better ofttie argument an ttte occasion, but ha hasn't been ana . to My on for soma 
tme and MISS ONDS shotid haw tha maaua of bath. Mae OrxJee, Utah aartjr nms 
fnayflarterhef.leflrtthe&rfwtiantonQoddaonforawaokataaTieratWfocaHtnnin Jan- 
uary and then had a nigh rnpoesUB task wttti her big vmi^it li testing grant here. Afer- 
awang «ms for no good for hv at ~bunfon taBtlfois but bMI ba dffiae to bat with Mr 
Iflhtef weight on today* ground. Obeloa mtfit hew won tanaad oi befog a close thW 
In a Earifonsalsr in Nmanfoer had M not loot momantun «Mn hlBngtM second last 
Hata raced orty once ainca - In a batter race IMra at tM and of Dacanfoer - but forr 
wro arad Newton Abbot last Wfednasttay stows tM sort of tomi Ns stable is tt. Thomas 
Crown's farm flguras am a Rbe flattering. Salaidfon: USS OTPS 

lo cm AXWORTHYS* PRINT AND DESIGN HANDICAP HURDLE 
C-JU 1 (CLASS D) £4300 added 3m 2f Penalty Value £&353 

1 SfflOO 0l»VIAN(7Uj»MB)JIMte11ll-D LPtetorfTJB 

2 5POS TBJYt7)(D) (OwadbREkd ASlaArS II 7{SaQ RJotaamV. 

3 21W2F PBMCALBtpJNsAiiDmE 

4 342P5 REUOWE CHANCE 02} (Mbs 

5 BWD COJfinWSrOTE^lVfcMfifot 

6 30*552 BAUyLTO™pft*^RFfodfadBTt)4 > 

7 OMOOO HMWHOfe(CQ(D)(pi^tolfow>nMNHBMtl'PO- . . ... .^JHal^ 

Mtown wolgN: ION. nwfondfcap wgAc M3b. 

BETTING: MTBy.5-1 RNNfeCfan* VI Coawy3fcrt,7-1Pwa*M VI BMy 1N.V1 Otynpto, 

aviHanyHoos 

«B7- SnwBoanl8 »B D BymaV2 (tea M Jna) lOnn 

FORM GUIDE 

TliJY. an out-and-out sto/nr, ba na fffad trom a toccafci rtda at rtjntlngdon leal Watoea- 
day to mate al over dte marathon trp and Md mattsra h hand aome my oat TNs sttl 
couas ahoMd ant him and arapaat iaon tha cards undar Jmt a 5fo ponefty: Olympian 



a 43*na RMsnEaavp«)ip|(UBjDCfoia|CRBmNiev2. 

« 400LPF NOra«QWTE(20}(NniaM]NRftlaalBeO NrCRBi 

-MdadMBd- 

NNt lorn hariap wogfcMxfttoMe MSBl 

BETOWb 1OM0 Saa« Data, M MferoQ RagMM, 1M Bute. 1M leap Rog, 7-1 Tbstaa, 
12-1 nm Laws. Ragltaa Boy; -four Lmdte I VI BwcoeaA bfoi TM Wabi 2VT MMra 
ren foa Dead 9 e 2 D SNM n 14-1 (S KiV4 N ran 
FORM GUIDE 

TM prospect of rut to mate tfoa more of a teat at afomfoa atnid auH BAOAUNa TM 
we/ ttte Htafng post-to-poMar ateyed on for thad bahfod Oafonil al Haraford (an 31} 
fa a dear indention he woUd be better sited by a longer trip, as was hit ona-pocad third 
war three fiiifonip lam tMnlte at LafoeatarM tima. Sann Duka made a aucoamU 
Mart avar foncm wMn M Mat MBooft Ragtete raid Camara Iten (wfoner at Ite pra- 
vfouB t*o) atfoutfon at Bib and of December. TM atawfog^n Mfcroft Ragatte Ms en 
8b pul M three tsngtte but not arty la thet nUBfied by ftobert Widgart ctaSu Sa»n 
IXte has ainca ^ratfoted to Giw Ba^grtfdn Lad 20fo at Huntingdon, where BaroncaB 
was a detent third. Saxon Diia wodd Mwe won with better Jwnptog end M la aph tM 
ona to bate. Leap Frog got Ite second win and wes afoyfog on wal wften third batted 
Dasart Braw on aeft pant M Doncaefor to days ago - Ite Drat nai Mice May and hfo 
frit ovar toncaa. Mel eoroe on for It napecMy over tHa mora adtette trfo, and has to 
come into the rsetortog. Satocttcrc BAQALNO 

AXWORTHYS* HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5300 
added 2m 31 110yds Pen^ty Value £3,951 

MS4 LAHCF ARMSTRONG (3B)|CTt(BLPorW)GMcCan 8 120 WMnkn 

-1U3IU HU£R0FTRniBM(t3)(qp4flf)PGvlB)RAhar71l5 ATMn** 

WLa 


3.50 


t to tM season and acapped n> 
a long way an hs HIM effort wflh na toirti betted Eastfape at Madrai Mean Iasi month 
Ha may hrpjouB aipin. SataoBteK MUCROFT RIVERA 

ROBERT WEBB TRAVB. OPEN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £2^00 added 3m 2f Penalty Value £1,772 

34502 8EAUBUaiAflDmCMsC1APatetor4PtfeMb-nC7 lkJ«un(7> 

3CP4 AB80TSHMI (D) (□ JCam) OCawrC'CCI MMSVktenP) 

KB Ai«njRAI(ING{ll)(CEGfcba)Uto(.AkwBCD MrJDMoraa(7| 

sen CLEVBtSHEnERD(t1)A(ttsCBRMa) JHenaybal'B'BO-llrAHDnajitaap) 

OOBPB MNOUMEXPHEB8(12)(D9PRTShxMMiTVete««0 MrPSteefryf7) 

TM1U RUSTY RBXOW (11) MsGU Sad RMBfiO. MDItoa ai (7) 

BIB-1 SABfTJ0SEPHPS)»HJ%uiQ)MBSS«iniSB0 JBwSfoaag(7) 

S*M1 SORREL HU. (P2^ (C H Vcay) Kka C Egteon Tl BO MrLJaBerd{7) 

-8 efreiarsd- 

BETnNft 15-B Bite BaMMri, 7-S Banal M, VI ApMnra Ung, V2 SaM Jaaaph, 12-1 Abtm- 
ahate ivi Onv Stapbaid, Rtaty Pafrte 2D-1 Mnaa fifrraaa 
B97: Ttocra 7 11 1) lin S Artery p) M for (Ito R Uckart) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ApatmlOnghesbeenrigDodbetweanSwBagsthrayeKwnninganOpenaiDKl- 
mnrtnn attiai iihi nf na m ii n j tie imh tnrn MnirnimTmnnillTiiilfiliailhnttitirilrf rlaiw 
winnera ttte w aa o n ) doaa at iarid* and Barimy C a itfo raa»*ctivalv Baaa nahl ard 
rated acongly and was a M n g bo Ceaterob bad na mara t hon huntw chase a Taunton 
He eras ccraiatfn g tM wawwr 10t» and a stnet Wter pr a ta ior of tM term gras hen tM 
edge over Apatura King Ha is also a seasoned chaser whereas tM ycutgar Apatura 
King Me a bit to prowe over the setter mpJalion fences. CtaailK to Beau Babtord they 
Mas to Met but SORRS. HILL, wtti tea arponenced LesSa Jeftord i^x has made a 
good comaMck cite taam and N no fortom hope with tM 7b M receives. He made 
up tor being taucMdott at on Open at Bib stayeraf causa deal Tretheai test morth by 
gettkig tM better of as-oMeer Cool Ctown at Lemata and had Ctewar Shepherd bebnd 
aach torus. Oaladlnn- SORREL HLL 

\A cni ROBERT WEBB TRAVEL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
\™ZJ E3.000 added 2m 2f Penalty Value £2348 

544360 CRMtD0NBOULQIARD(55){lkStksrejltajnmNi5T1 f) DLatey 

4SF IQVER ROOM pq (Ratel DemiN C Popfan B Tl 2 -BPoweBB 

1640 PRDEOFKASHHR (8(3 [Frank A Qcdy Barry) PHtobs5 11 2 Gfonaay 

50235 niFTJU AlHfM (TM Hate b For SaNMfoad^ KMlyBTIO — AThcntea 

2t-FlF W PtAYRJLL (T71) {Q £BF) (J E Btate) R Fcoat BOB JFraat 

D461A) GOIIWYV (TS) pour F4« A UMX}Sva| lila U Jones B 06 R Johnson 

CEBR43 C3IAND APPLAUSE P)(GBofo)|kl)JSntlh BOS WHsten 

CB3I2P QRSI BLAND (IS) (CO) (A Dun) A Dun 6 03 S McNaM 

4-2P42 VAUm(0)a])(Ar«vSach)MRpe001 JEnmB 

03R05 SAAR (2D) {H JW Data) R tear 7 00 DSatw(3)B 

2M2DP ICAMCtSQH BOY (62) (C5 (D) (Ftfrp Ftogas) fl Ro9 O OO T0Qmo(l) 


8-2T1P PBOTTMOOR PffNCE T4fr(C) (NWLMa)RRoitB 11 2_ 
PtCfi CAPHIWR«(«)p)(BKPa4fod}JKhB90a, 

HW ROCQUAJNEP)0SatanfB&MnSOa 

-5dtoMsd- 


-JAnt 
—RJofoaon 
-Q&«* (5) 


OHOP KASHAN (21J) (lira llutyn J Ha*i) P rtgnsrd O O CL. 

-121 


AfrMrai ra iraftftt Wit Boa MriupaaortRocqwM flu flfc- * • • 

' BETONG: V5 NBkraS RWara, VI Capenaray; VI IN any a ecr Prtaca, va Lanca Anaabang, 
9^1 AocqoitnK 

OSTlThwhs Up 11 v 4 R Hcfaatn (7) V4 (9 IfcCoul) 4 ran 
FORM GLADE 

AW-LCROpT RIVERA was a Uwda odda on to beet a stronger told than tfte at Wirv 
carwn fo dfora ago oiiy to be put off by a tooaa hataa and £pra tte rtdar no cMnoa of 
Maying on when fafurtdarfog at the taurh ffrrnft RMaim started te such aahort price 
as araoUt of fte tadfr afriat Hampton a days sarflat Thte M bast Rtfla thara, but M is 
only Ob NtfML Capanwray Is haring a good season w*h three wfoa It might hsaa Man 
fowif M hatotmada a ntetaM tea crudal stags whan gofeig down three lengths to 


Utan ategt: KNL Tfoa hmfeap waf^te: fite# BB Bfc. tericWgh Boy 9s 5b. Kaafon BU Ob. 
BETTING: 7-2 Pride Of Kasha* VI BagU Aten, lt-2teUto,lM Condon Botenrant, 7-1 Grand 
Appianaa, VI Gckfoyn, 1 VI Rk PfoyM 1V1 Ifrrar Roota, 1V1 Gtaaa lateral. Seal, 20-1 oBus 
OBT. Cool Gtrnr 7 11 0 C Mate 7* far (I ifrig) 7 ran 
FORM GUBE 

(band Applause, a thoroughly exposed haras wfofe only win owrtanDBS was way back 
h -S83, ran his best race h ages «han heaping on b third behind DHaan and Mis Bm 
teTtenton last tnm. A tenter parformanca void put hkn thereabouts oHtM same mark. 
Crandon BoufevanTs aart y an aa on form woUU enable him to go doee In this nrvof- 
thvmN aware, but M needs to coma back from two modortea nne and tM avkwh IL- 
LEGAL ALIBI Mb dona lass to jaepaxtea Ite dunces than mote TM forecast rah should 
hafo and ttte MNf corns and datanoe m in fwour of a horn with tM pace for two rales 
and tM Mamma for three: O uter ground Bea m ed to site Pride Of Kaateak at fomtonfo 
Dacanrbar. Ha has every chanca. talactforr ILLEGAL ALBf 


Ludlow 


HYPERION 

2.00 Doctoor 230 Bold Statement 3.00 Flow- 
ng Fortune 330 Eben Al Habseb 4 j 00 %llcheny 
430 My Nominee 5.00 Mhy Leader - - 

GOING: Good. 

• Right-hand cousa. . . . , . 

• Coraea Is Wf cl town oH AAa Ludcwr sttdcn (Harafonl - Shrews- 
bury fate) an ADMISSION: CU> EM; Mteraate £10 (QAPs re- 
catvo E2 reMahmant voucher); Couraa a CAR PARK: Fnoa. 

• LEADING TRAINHB: II Rpa 24-90 (351ft KBaBeyfoGt (222%), 
T Forsier M-60 (SOTb), H TMaton-Oavtas 

tt LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dwwoody 17-61 (279»LAPMcCoyT7- 
65 (262%L N WHDamaon "E-68 (1789ft A Thornton T1-G2 (04^ 

te FAVOURITES 192 wins from 4T1 races (*0B%L 

BLJIfKERH)FgTST'nM&'BBBiBKtetogDft»frfoafrW Mk.uH pt l ft 


2.30 


ASTON MUNSLOW NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £ 4,000 added 2m 4f 

-6G0EP AVHOETOORDBl(n)lteiPaMte71l2 JCHbbrat (7) 

■0-253 BOLD STAJHDfT WTFbatorB TIE NMMteiian 

-4DP53 DESSTT CALM <SS DMcCteSTI 2 Cl 

W HPH0P«MM9fl2 D I 

FT5453 JBIAR0(ZQWJaw71l2_ 

OBDW NflGARAS0UM)(2qaFfoeca7tl2 JHogtod(7) 

02P5B- SIDE BAR 046) KCbnertod B h 2 MFoaUrV 

B5C^- THECMMOONMNpIft OONM7H2 VSUMy 

423 -ff MAID FOR ADVBfTURE (125) (C)ttMHKricte7t>Tl- 

i ii Jll 

-fl 


-Guylyoaa 


4 AO l« EBBIA U IA Omi l 

5 00F304 OAKMDNT (Z7) MS 

e ootoo inriEJDEcajjJi 

7 0QM30 WBTCGASTCT25}NMi7T)0 CUseaflynB 

-7daduad- 

JfrteteE «te. VNgHK CWgnonrMSte Ute JMSuSA HtaMH «l 
BETTWQ:V llfrM,VZPifoMOOdPfcte(54BMeAlHUaah l MS(tep l 
M OteiaooL 2B-1 WaalceaU, SM LBJa Jos 


~A nnl BUNDY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
^■ UU I £6.000 added 3m 


| SSFTON CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS 
I F) £3,000 added 2m 

2P50*t DOCTOOR (19) WMPtpa B1TO A P McCoy 


BETTlNOt 11-a BotdSMwaate TM MMd For Adwteaa, 11-2 Dasart 
Qfro, TM Mp Hop, 12-1 Jasraro, 20-1 SWa Bar; 2V1 othan 

BUNDY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3300 added 4YO 2m 

1 01 »B30 M50>HBBN(a9(D)HHfrUfocd-g B^Baty ftfcna 

2 B P ETITE RKK ftp (BF)UF»a It 0 — ~_—_AP McCoy 
CYBEmECHNODGYr 


[3-001 


■64FB KAM)WOVBI(Nq 


P6PP JACOBS YRFE(1«Pt 
32222 IBBBTr BUCHANAN (22Q (BF) P MchCte 8 It 7_. 


N -MfonDteiai 6 C 0 X UMMflya 
‘ 8 Y1 Y1 BT 


VFP25 mUCHBffff«){C)liRHKn0t91t5 

2402 PtfflATHJCp2J (BF) RNncr7611 

USED BOTE SETTER p7) (C) SUMorB DS- 

BUM>t2C2. 


•teJItateRlffi 
tP McCoy 


[2^0 


IIWVIMVn ( IB| V*/ " «r — 

-04001 BLADEOFFCmWEpD)(D) VS80raayt)11 8 


OPS-flF THBM S mtHO r —,^. 

041066 WRVANA PROCESS (22) BPraece 611 

05P-SP GREEN KING (53) 0 Buchd B tl 2 

3-P20P FRSWUT HOUSE (20) MTfoe 9110 
FPM4 AMACE 
00335- LAS® 


Mr JTtawtJp) 

DJBucMB 


CYBBnBCHNOUMY (F1BM Ms J Cad V «_R Dtewnedy 

HDWNS FORTUNE fMf}TRnfer DM Nt— 1111111 

05 GOLDEN SADDLE pUftDWkteV'S — VSMIwy 

TTER0UNDSaiS(FT72)NMtena6C D QUM^ar 

LOCHLASS (F33) P J Plica t] 7 BFfrtoo 


-J Lower 


XB)(D)SMter9l)9 

I UGHT LADY (R) M Hfobg 6 *9 


.C Water 0) 
— R P c t a cy 


BErraiQ:47DBetoreV1Ateaea,WBfrdiOfRjrMteMW«ntefHouia. 

1 Vt TtaraewflUB, 25-1 Green tong. 33-1 tebtn 


SUPSIREAM STAR (fl42) NfowfovCtttes 67^C Llewelyn 

BETTING: 1V11 MKa RM, sapabaara 3m. VI Cytrartecbcntogy; 
VI Howtag Foriute 1V1 Staton Sovwsjga 20-1 ofcaa 

RACMG CHANNEL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

1 00-63 MBMS(Bft(CC9(BRMRpa760_^ APMcCoyB 

2 32-403 SAKJEPfr) RHKtgteB'9 5 — — TT 


BETTW& V4 Hted tMwao.74 Hwbari Budwwn, PMMtec; VI foBchcny; 
VI Mdte Jtre, 10-7 Bona SUM; 1V1 Jactete WSa 

MAGNUS-AOCROFT HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2,000 added 2m 4f 

2MSBP KING OF SHADOWS (40) (D) Ms CCwdan 11 67 

Ite 5 Prior (7) 

rRBcrion(l)B 


4.30 


8 PPP/PP JHCANnE(in)tteaDfrriBiB60 

5 mw KAUSANA(9)MIM«60. 

tJ S-POt mGBI MAMA (11) S Ftocfc 860 

71 «WF MRBEANf»PttraanB60. Mr A Write (7) 

V SV4PD SCOTOti(P25)(I»JRau»n6-BO HtesCDyaonp) 

6 -6PPPP TULU'XyjCBaxSflO) C Jcfnjcn 8 OO— Jb P GjfBtfts (7) 
14 tne/F «MIERSCOTTAIffi(15)UUoydC60_MrBHMnar(7) 

V IW4 TH0IMKL(P3B)FMmnB81tS UrSJGratwn (7) 

BETTMO: VI Cabfcr «, vi Grate Guta, VI Ataays Ranwmbw; 7-1 My 
Notetoaa, Uaqw Mania, VI Mr Bears Kins 01 Sfaarima. 1 VI ottos 

LUDLOW STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1300 added 2m 

6 WE5THBD MST (BB) (IA PEccfesSU 8 -BFMoa 

0 BANSHAH0U8E (78) A CUMS It 4 
CtWIANCHE LAW K Baby 3 It 4_ 

0 0A»BfYD0IJm£(2D)PJDhman5ll4 MSIwntet 

0 OSBOH BOY (1IJ7) J Natee 6 it 4 TDanetea 

4 0URGHIUJE(2^ PRVAttteSH4 A P McCoy 

0 SWBSS8VS1(32)P\ifograann5114. 

AUAN’MHavOanteSDfl 

t»nuf RDoai p n wuxars ® 6. 


5.00 


VPP03 MY M 0 M«r ttfl|(CD)DMchcbD67- 
6-125 GREAT GUSTO (S)PD) IfeLBarfdnd SB 4_ 


l3Ml 


F«JB 


1(30HCD sq n J Prioeit 6i2J Mon 


UU3PF- PMNZXLfMOlUaPRsudll 64 ^JfrASanOMffl 

4S0P3P RUSTIC GENT (P18) Slate 6 64 lteCRVMmr(I) 

SM ALWAYS RaiElllSI (10) (DJ lb K Bees It 60 

MrDNwwHmtayfT) 

M228 CABW Hnj. CT (BF) Mi A ftte g T2 n . MNiEJJcncs(7) 


LBOAStOfTURE ACsrralSCO .0 Burma 0) 

VI MFY LEADER (19) Ms J Cad 5 6 13 Rttmwoody 

4 SAMTCECIUA62)BEckby666.- -DGteashar 

0 SAWANE|40)SEtDCkshow5 6G HrPCostteoP) 

0 THE 8IG ROCKETTE (40) M Maagta 5 V 6 FLaJby(3) 

CZYMYaJY00NB«4»«) VStoary 

M3I20UGA BPmaca 4 66 JMegM(7) 

ROSSTOM C Jackson 4 6 6 — R Briley 

0 WOODBURY HILL (18) A Jsrwb 4 6 6 Gory l^ooc 

-iBdacbrad- 

BETTMO: 3- lAti, 7-2 Our GhBc, S-1 CDramaDcheLM. S-1 IteyLaadt^ 
VI SaMCacBU, TV1 Waa&Ml Ifiri, W-1 Qatety Hidden, 2S-1 ottwra 


- M 

^.V-d 


olnin? 

- r’-V 

* ,r'w i 

} m J >**-**' 

T 






* ;• 

l m i 

: 

* ; 


^ ; : 
■ 


r , J 


Towcester 


HYPERION 

2.10 AdmlraPs Guest 2-40 IfsA Gem 3.10 Pet- 
laugh 3.40 Fortunes Course 4:1 OArdrom 4-40 
Lochnagram 5.10 Bold Leap 


6 -fflOPO PilMUSWCHwiteyBim 

9 o«P THEINUSTONE(15)CJcna«7D1l 
6 SV4P0 UMDRAffoCnpianBliB 
A 543(00 FmSO(20)RSIronga4lt3. 

-11 



— aKI FARTHINGSTONE HANDICAP CHASE 
,W| (CLASS D) £5300 added 3m If 


4.40 


BETTM&7-4 AteteaTstkiect. 52 North DM [Mft VI Payaaa, VI Hav 
er Goff tegfct 1VT HotRnrSbaac, IVIChfpaMc, IfondBAS-l oOiare 


-3B21 RAMA11AH (1^ (C) NMHKnfftBIT 

223431 MAMMYSCHOICEpqRAMrSItl— HTTxxnton 

-BSB FWmieaWB£{ZC)(m JOg9b7AkOlfcflWlH 
F6480 CCNBtDALE LANE (1^ (C)(6) MsS frteh it it 7 JIGuaM 
snmu LAY fT OFF (18 ) (Q J0NMI86 C SCurao 


8 1MH SNOW BOARD (133) (Q M>M Jones 96 D_. 


GOING: Good to Firm 

• HrM-hand. todutatlna dcuit- Run-In al 140)41 

■aH8reateffl(OAft£5);C0riae£SCAHPA »fct^ 

• LEADING TRADERS WITH mSWEP& D WdwtoOi. SHI 

(4&31h), K BaOay O-K T Foratar «-80 IVa J pv 

^^felSaKEYS: N WWaresan 14^^0 3% ), 

9 FAVOUHTTES: 188 from 480 ra CBS pGA Yft 

BUNKERS? FIRST TME: Mndre P4 

utoi itotete. ivisoreAmiiMineiB^K^P^W^ 


2.40 


WOODEND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2nr 110yds 


_ _WdMlBnnnaa(3}B 

41 m- N0YACrtUVpiS)(DBR»teSST*l669JHraiBB«sB 


1 «6 «ffWBBWWpepBRNH9ttaai71lfl_MAF 

2' cr--P frsAoarrus) janerds itz 1 pm 

3 1-B3 SHADBACH(1ftl*3H*tottey7H2_ RTtastn 

4 P4M0P WUE!MieMK(OMQqinan81l2 — WYfcrttegtnn 

-Adacbrad- 

gETTMte 47 WPyMan WM,7« Wa A Gan, VI Bhwfeadi. 2V1 W«» 


BEnWQtVZRraiwBB*, 7-S Manny'S Cfeaka, VI FartMaCnasa.rt-e 
SoewBoanL VI lay BOA VI CtenrdMsLaaa, 12-1 NnwCtanp 


EMPRESS ELIZABETH OF AUSTRIA 
HUNTER CHASE (H) £1300 2m 6f 

2F^V AV05IAR (16 (CD) Us C Belay n gfl MrBPtebefcm 

-1F2IF L0CHNAGRAM(iap)TR*ate6g8 — MrRWMteyp) 
PPBD Ba0NQ«CE(tftlteDMcCr»Y7e4Jte-TMoCwttiy« 
I IMADB) (P2ft ffD) «fc» H Ga*g6 g 4. 


2m -2 


R2F23 
233CP MEDM)C( 
4P-CB5 PAI4TLUN f 
6-1 UO POUTICALf 


(Go Mta(7) 


. )R&teBgQ-JALLayP) 
I ltaC<btenti«0 Jb-AChartctJonn (7) 

; MteteM9ggD Itrll RtzGertel (7) B 

LCPlftJftrteSgOJWgaag 


2P32- 8HAMD(487) R Johnson Houtflon 6 gO_Jtr/ 
-Sdadaied- 


4.10 


3.10 


GRAFTON AMATEUR RIDERS SELLING 

... ... m m Aflfl wlriari 9m 


2.10 Huml^ctJSsG) ri, 000 «Kted 2m 

"" N6 □ OalnrT^Q 


iiunwu. “ • 

4^/A.FEAfllBSW0*Bffl{89ft(0)BB NteTtt^ 

4SSe . NORFHBBLBDY B 

62*34 11 

4-fpfln CHRfoJITA(B3)TDDnnBly511 «« W 

M tfflEB GOLF EAGLE P)GLItoriE 5 

SOCSES HOTSPUR sramfOEArrw 8 T?n_M-S W^h mB 

S«D MA23RAH(T)flOufo7b it JlrMAffltebym^ 


UTCHBO ROUGH HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 5f 

1 22SH3 RVERABS(a)mikaSfri«>V116 RWMwoog) 

2 PB54 MBjn*roR(7)(D)RPMb»M718_ SQjmn 

3 20W0 U)CHNMWLPftP)CMcriodt6«g CB Ufa 

4 (OTF4 TD8inCrrKMg0ftPSteteBpawoB6ll-MAFbB*MdV 

a 53-196 BVH®ANKR05E(42) WChy76 6 «A8Saflli 

8 «5« PEnAUW(t2T(CBfOGHjttto66BJ*OhMa«nraoCT 

7 (JSOT PB^SYY0reWD»MaCAg64wJ>0t)ri*8ap) 

B sara» 8B3SBIHaO(ai.WMraJ«nran»«i RFwnrt 

n stOK THBTYBaDW(T2) HChapnwn96D WWorthforfoo 

-Sriaetuad- 

BETTM&Vl Hie ftegs, vi MM Bradnaa, VI MrifrteOt.7-1 PMMigh, 
Vltedi Na KaaLRtorta* fkmm. 1M fomaane Bnn W-t teban 


BRADDEN NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2300 added 2m 


640 ©JESTALIMNCC K7) GLMoara 011 M A 

30233 REACH 1ME CLOIOS (7ft JUjgccn 6 11 


BETTBIGrVI L a c fou gra ta .7-2 AwetecVI Ratca Dance. VI Sbaarid, 
vi Snwm knariK ivi Ctariwforiarifoan, Madam, 25-1 tehees 

GRIMSCOTE ‘NH* NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS ^ £2,900 added 2m 5f 


5.10 


3400 KWfflARYpflAHI*ney7ll4__ 
05593 ARCnCARWR(23)Kltagan5D2- 
01-000 AfSMOM (3^ (D) P tatter 6 Tl ff _ 


-G Boday 


-MRUanlsB 
AS! 


A Gariy 


POMP D«UGHIBIMLAW(t9)lteBCCHMSDfiJlrRmteyp} 

16564 STUDIO THWIY (9) ADUteBOC XAfapua(ft 

00004 CBBRJDGELADY(37) NT«Bk»Gn4es7 D8 CUaria 

P4040- PHMCMLBOY(F40)JGbiar567 OMi 

F WP WDUJ8HAN(lft NMiriDni)B0BaB66.^-JGaiiMBin(l) 

OfPO lANGWHANGM)MsAJBnA*761 A Bates B) 

VP065 JUSTJH(20) Tltad^S 61 __lidWBl Bqnrai B 

0M00 JUPfTHt PRCM (14) R WayOMi 7 6 Q -J R Kai wuy l i B 
«XP EMlBEWrepqHM^d g i766 Jt SWbetmc (!) 

Hteran TM Tile AfotrPfflbc W Mb, Em / EbatoWSb 

BETTW& VI SMfio TWrty, VI Koaflw* 7-1 RaKh The Chwds. Mfe 
Aflte; Oxfiridge Lady, VI TM b-Laws, Jura®, in teben 


60-1F4 POLO F®G£ (tel OSharwxxJ SUB G 

55 BAYHISUSIB4) N Henlncn 5 11 2 -MA~ 

2FW BEUJCKYCOUNt 
■80504 BOLD LEAP 
400 BRUSH OFF 

■oopoo cones 


((IT)MsMJom7l12 -M Bremen 

PRmfabu 8 D 2 


JlOfoiflty 


G Hogan 

-DQtettaffl 


IIOri711 2 DOSuSmt 

tSMeiorBII 2 .C Marie 


HKngttSD 
(7)TNdrflH2 

QQQSP DSLA'5 DEW (23) J frrteiBh 2 

34 H&ETS B&i {44) J 

POPSP MOHTSXJT (11 

dps NOMACrnte 6Batei7n 2 — R 

R5FU/P PEfi^THE iwWOff ffl MYterigBlt 2 — J Magee (3) 

V R0teANACn»(reajSsdto6ll2 Mr0lfcPt*l(5> 

(MS TIBI FOR THE (15) ktoHKn0Y6fl 2 -JRK»na|fr 

DF3BI TOP NOTE (T8) J GttnJ 6 11 2 PHrit 

AI®ICANPttta3sYY»*JBBt)11 SKteyTO 

OfLPFO TTtLDB3ERKRD(27) AHHarvBy6611 MRkhairis 

-IBdadDad- 


BETTlNGe 54 fop Noi& VI MotriecoL VI Polo RkJjp. 7-1 HknfoBB. 
VI Bold leap, 1V1 My RoHacAmaricaa Pie, 12-1 ottua 



INDEPHiDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

UVECOMMEW 

kowdsiER 

TARIES 

971 

981 

LUDLOW 

972 

982 

KETER 

973 

0 

israe 

H 



Racing results 


CHEPSTOW 

2J0; 1. UUMKAHAK (A P McCoy) 
fov; 2. Supreme G*noCn7-2: 3. Nwwrar- 
fc^ivtiertauaLapsMTFortj .rewv 

SI). TWte * 2 . 10 ! Elio etTO E 344 L Efote 

Forecast EVKL Compter ate^Fo™ 085 *: 

B SlSs NO FOOL (C Ltamiyn) 

jsaftHwrw® 
s Sfassssgfisas&^s 

C3S30 Non Rumor Out afTM Eteft 

1. DGYMIAR (R DumoocW 7^ 2. 

awing Gnaw VI; X Son te 

77*72.1 for DTtean WUtf A 

doHftVtbntaga^lbtacfliJDCElflOEgGODF' 

E °Mfc?pSSScit LAD (Citeaa^^ 
i : 2. Ma n eanclD 2-1 fav: 3- Mlatar «Mra 
Vl e ran- Z «- IN TMBtafrOwto* 3^; 
BrtBnafotecKSO: MOEI^neOOR 
£870 


4J»1. POMME SECRET (A PlfcCoy) 
B--S tar; 2. Stmrfoa Special £M; 3. Buy 
My Ply 33-1 B ran.^ 2BL (M Pbte **■: Ctaft 
ECU £220 


i £820 DP L — 

V 30 S 1 - PftECARKAffrteJM PlhdtatR 

1V1; a. Hoamd Hooaa .Dotetel Stt 

T30. CSFi E3*ia 

5.0RT. RK7S IQNG (R Hefemy) 6-1; l 



Ptacwpto £27/40 QuateWtC^DO 
noto 6: £3370 Ptaea 5: C34B8. 

FDNTWELL ■ 

2.10: 1. CJPTOAK1 QU^ H (PHdB ) V1; 
— ‘ tbi AMBaaS-1;3. Krerioane Jam 


Tt-2!"ef»nr7-2 fev caracal tefl* i 
OBtarri). Ibte:£5i20; OJO E1B0M0 Dft 
£1030 CSF: £2020. THeasb £et& Tncs 
- £6270 


2.40: 1. BEYOND OUR REACH P Har* 
rW vi; i. Stalnghtm Flyar VI: 3. 
Nonfic Sprea M. B ran, M lav Wtanw 
Mh). 1* P Hodgn). IfatK £520: EUSO, 
£120 £150 OF: EttMCSF: £ByB2. Htcaac 
£8700 

3.10: 1. GIGI BEACH (TJ Mushy) 7-4; 
2. Man te TM Match &-L fan 3. Benbtri- 
bin fl-4. 4 ran. IVa, 34 (P NchoBft. Tote: 
£3.6 DF: £130 CSF: £450 Mt Cross The 
AAicon 

3A0t 1.TK6 NEMSMANK) Burrows) V 
1 ; 2. Gran Tbrtamo 82; 3. saant Cracker 
7-2. 14 ran. B-2 lav Note FBtt pth) Tk. V*- 
(Mb8 S Eriwank). me: Bun; £150, E130 
ffia Dial fcracastEiaflQ CSPifiSSaiHc: 
£680 Non fUiws Cherry Lee fr Super 

"till: i. PRINCIPLE MJMC (Ur A 
PIMpO) 0-4 Ji fan 2- Oulat Confldensa 5- 

£220 CSF: £21*. MIc I Bfflnbteo, LvFty- 
bg I 


AM: L BELUORE ROCK (J Loan) DO 
30; Z Bawdier t-B for; 3. f 


Point 6-1 Bren, i ’A 5. (U Pfort foMc «»: 
£190 CLIO £270 OF: £740 CSF: £6&TH- 
cast £53.08. Trio: £3030 Non Aainer Eq- 

Pta^^^SO OUBJfoct ESSO 
Placa 0: £2720 Plan K £KSO 

UTTOXETER 

220: 1. SEOALA McGrath) 3-1; 2. 
CMtfia Cheng 7-1:3. Cte i wp c ll-t 9 ran. 

N'wbSwBwBh) 4 » PJ W 
Fforrth). Ibue BOO; EUO ClfiO E230 DF: 
E1S80 CS^ £2107. THcaBC £17627. THo: 
£6880 Mte: Norfoam Maes&o A Re^l FMv 
btoc 

2£(hl-LOTTERyT1CKET(SWyri>e)5- 
2;2. Darii0akVl;3.MnmStan7-4fov. 
4 ran. 2 7 (TGeorgs, Stroua). IWa: £340 
OF: £830 CSF: 5637. 

320: 1. BLOWING AWAY fR Thonxon) 
te-AMb Tl Michigan Mm ivt; 3. Select 
star V1 15 ran. 4, 1'A (U fompWra, New- 


mertaOttee: £330 £170 £390 £280 Dual 
Forecast: £3810 CSF: £3015 Tho: CM3a 
Nan Rtmers: KeriaK Wdce Beach. Wbod- 
bndDom 

3J0: 1. BOLD CLASSIC (S Ke»y) 7-0 
2. S>n«iTto Vi: a BLtean»Bay7-2. B ran. 
txvso to Ftarisy Vtfood I6ri4 0 2 (J Adam 

Gordon). Tbia: £390; £130 £190 £L?GDF: 

ETL70 CSF'. £S8S Dfcast £5022. 

420: 1. THE NEXT WALTZ JH 
2-1 lav; 2. 1 
ivi 

:E28Q;£l4Q£iga&4aDR£amCSP: 

£737. Tricas t DKH1 THa: £3340 NR: The 
Co ctrar toa 

420:1. SUN ALERT (R Thornton) ewriB 
tev; 2. Bwtan Chle T2-i;3- U Only 7-2. 11 
ran. 1’/>.d5L (U PaU as* Miwinarias) tote: 
£2.6; £120 £230 CUO DF: £650 CSF: 
£680 THo: £920 
Jackpot £76130 
Placapot E5MO Ouadpat DUD 
Place K £B1M Ptaca 5: £7533 


fov; 2. Dragons Bay 5-2: 3. Date 
. 8 ran. 4 £ (L Limn CamAharB 
C £280 £140 ElSO £440 DR £3BD 


Andy Fairefl 

in ftxite Vedra Beach. Ho nda 

LEE WESTWOOD, who has 
moved past his boyhood hero 
and Ryder Cup partner, Nick 
Faldo, to become England's 
trading player, hopes to con- 
ri niif his successful ran in Amcr- 
ica st the expeose of winning ihc 
Order of Merit in Europe. 

Westwood, who tomorrow 
makes his first appearance in the 
US Players' Championship, the 
biggest event of the year to 
date, has yet to finish outride the 
lop-30 is six Tournaments in the 
Slates. His latest was the Bsry Hill 
Invitational last week, where 
the 24-year-old finished 13th. 
Yeserday, Westwtxid set off for 
his first look at the Stadium 
Course at tfte TPC al Sawgrass 
with Ernie Els. The practice 
round was set up over a beer to 
celebrate the South .African’s vic- 
tory on Sunday night. 

Next week Westwood plays 
in the New Orleans Classic be- 
fore the US Masters, where he 
was 24lh cm his debut last year. 
He wfl) then play al least six 
more events over here, includ- 
ing the US Open, the USPGA 


and the World Scries. “1 waul 
lo play ns much as I can over 
here," said Westwood, who has 
had to change his plans since Els 
took a commanding lead at ibe 
top of the European money list. 

*Tm not playing enough in 
Europe to worry over being No! 
on ihc Orderof McriL My goals 
hove changed since the beginning 
of Ihc year. Hie more you think 
about the Warid Championships 
events starting next year, the less 

being No 1 in Europe means.” 

At 2Dih on the worid rank- 
ings, Westwood is now three 
places higher than FaJdo. “When 
someone is your childhood idol 
you notice when you go past 
them on the rankings,” he said. 

The defending champion, 
Steve Elkington, had lo pull out 
of the $4m (£L5m) evenL hav- 
ing not recovered from surgery 
(or a sinus problem last Thurs- 
day, but 46 of the top-50 in the 
world will be on show. 

0 Andrew Qiltaru the Scot 
who won ihe Qatar Masters 
carder this month, and his part- 
ner. Simon Norman, lost to Ian 
Higgins and Simon McGtrlhy at 
the second extra hole in the first 
round of the Sunningdak Four- 
somes yesterday. They were 
never behind unt il the final putt 


Wigan no closer to Connolly 


Rugby League 


By Dave Hadfiekt 

WIGAN'S hopes of settling 
the future of Gary Connolly be- 
fore their Challenge Cup semi- 
final on Saturday arc fading. 

The dub wanted lo finalise 
a new deal that would also in- 
volve gaining a release for the 
Great Britain centre from his 
Australian contract at a meet- 
ing with his advisors yesterday. 

“There is still a problem 
over the length of a new con- 
tract,” said his manager, David 
McKnighL “It is not what be has 
been koldng for. He still has the 
option of going to Australia or 
playing the other code.” 

It is understood that Wigan 
have offered Connolly a three 
or four-year deal, while the 
player is looking for five. 

Wigan have made just one 
change to the side for their 
semi-final ag ains t the London 
Broncos, promoting Denis 
Betts to the starting line-up in 


place of Mick Cassidy after his 
successful return as a substitute 
against Si Helens. 

London have described re- 
ports that Tulscn Tollcu will he 
rejoining them as “premature”. 
Tolled played well enough in the 
first season of Super League in 
1996 to win a place on Great 
Britain's tour, but opted lo join 
Harlequins Iasi year. 

Now* the rugby union dub is 
keen to cut costs and London 
are still looking for a top-class 
stand-off. 

John Lawless will return as 
hooker for Sheffield Eagles in 
Sunday's semi-final against Sal- 
ford. in place of Darren Tbm- 
cr. Willie Morganson will come 
in for the suspended Keith 
Senior, provided he comes safe- 
ly through a return in the A 
team tomorrow nighL 

A delegation from the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League is to fly 
into England at tile weekend to 
fight through the courts here for 
£400.000 they claim they are 
owed from the 1995 World Cup. 


Weekend fixtures and pools forecast 


FA Carling Premiership 

1 Bolton vLtecosfor — 1 

2 Couanky v Darby - 1 

3 Crystal Palace v Tbri a rtea m - JC 

4 Evwtan v AOon Vfc x 

5 Manchester UUvMfrTtfecton 1 

8 SouthanjMon v Newcasfe 1 

Also playing: Arsenal v Shaft Wednesday; 
Borratey v Liverpool Sunday: Coca-Cola C>4> 

■nafc Chabaa » MddetetnuBh (ri Htatetejy- 
Nationwide Foocbafl League 
First Division 

T anag ram v Wast Bran ,„i 

8 Bradford v Manchester Cky .9 

9 Chartsm v Nottingham Forest .. 2 

10 htodOerstetd v OPR _.2 

11 fosmen v Rearing- 1 

1? Oxford IM v Norwch _.i 

13 Sieffirid Utd w Ffon \We „..i 

14 Stocfcpnrt 1 0rwra . X 

15 Stole xTranmere X 

18 Sindartand v Buy 1 

Sunday: Mtofverhompton ^tenderers v 
Mn sm cute ffiHR 

Second Division 

17 D wXfard « Qttegn ........ . 1 

IB Bwriey v Gnmsfiy — 2 

19 Cartste « Baxnemouto .. . .. 1 

20 ChreSBftwfo w . X 

21 Gan^am v Ftteam . 2 

22 PlytneuB) v itowham . _ . .. -.2 

23 ft&ston v W gan . ... ... ... 1 

24 Vtehtev Li/tm. -X 

25 Watford v Northampton 1 

28 Wycombe » Bnsar Ctfy - 2 

Z7 tort, v Blackpool X 

Third Division 

2B B»nai v Hardepool -.1 

29 Canforxlge L»d v Daringcn 1 

30 Cardtt v Brtghsxi — _ 1 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 
7.30 irtaas acMd 
MIERNATIOKAL FWEKOUES 

. v England (T.D) 

wt Wsntetarf sadum. Semi 

Scotland w OaMBate foJC) 

(teKawceOriK. GasgoirJ 

Czach Republic v Rapublc of Iraland . 

flKAntewBBdkirn. Okmouc) 

Nwtom Mtetri v Started! (M) — — . 

Ite ttentear fla*. SetesO 

YYteaav Jamaica (7.0) 


31 HtevMacdaeSald X 

32 Lfocote City v Cofohasfor. — - X 

33 Manafiaid v Ponrixacugh — 1 

34 NatsCounyv Leyton Onar* 1 

35 nnr h tte le v Doncaster — 1 

36 RctearfUin * Scarborough X 

37 Saaaturpav Torquay — X 

38 SmHbuy v Easier — 1 

30 Swansea v Chester -X 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Cefocv Hearts Jt 

«1 Dunemdne tf Rangers .. - X 

42 Hfcemanv Aberdeen .-X 

43 Ueteerwilv Dundee Uld. JC 

44 St Johnstone v Ktoramoelt. — X 

First Division 

46 ter v S: Unen. .. 1 

45 Dusteev String 1 

47 Greenock w Moran FaMK ...2 

48 Filter V Rater .2 

Also p l ay ing: Hantaan v Arina. 

Second Division 

49 CSyde v Queen of too South 2 

AIM playing: Dydebar* v tovernesa Cafo- 
donan Tteax East Ftfo v Brechin. Forfar Lhr- 
ngsxn. Slenhnaemjt v Srnewaer 
Third DhrfaloR: AitrtMh v Cowbnnboarfi: 
Bermch v Momosa; East String v MUon. 
Queont: Parti * Atoa: Rokj County » Drnfo- 
ariort 

Five draws: Crystal Palace v ttStenham; 
ChMSaMd v Mhoi: Samraa v Chester Ceteo 
v Hearts: ttoamon v Aberdeen 


vFrteem: 


v Bread Cay: CVrtondfoo 


Hve awayK Huddersfiold w OPR. Ginpum 
fcsnfoevBreto' 
v Rangers Ranch v Rate 
ton homes: Coveriry v Derby; Manchester 
UfoyWftnblodcrKfoewichv Reading. Oxford 
v Norvnch; Sunderland v Bury; Ifcttford w 
Northampton; Cantflv Bratton. Notts Couv 
ly i Lcyion Orlcnr. Ffochdeto v Doncaster; 
Dundee w Sfrling 


P«SS* JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: & 
i Cny v Faroe Mochanm. Hemes v Brora 


an cny v 
Rangers. 


LEAGUE OF WALESl Coemofon Town v Ce- 
mfirts Yttys Mon p45j 

PONTINS LEAGUE Pramiv DhU« Mav 
■beetor Uld v UwopotS ITCt <or Bury fO. <*»■ 
tfogham Forest w ShelBnto w«J FM FM* 
DhUforc Belton w rttedereSeto (7B ut LOffli 
RUfCl. Grrisbv » IMMandi fTO. Pm 
VbfovUancheserQty (TO Second DMteon: 
Buniey « Lmcofo Res (Ml. Stockport , w 


tat tertian Parte. 

Germany » Bad . 

fttGoRSeMfesnferteKfrifo ategad) 

Ruaala v Franc* (SJI) 

{jjUntsMstx&um, Moscow; 

Austria v Hungary 

& bn& HappS soctum. Ugmai 

Belgium v Norway {7.0} 

IX nrtg BauOun aatium. SmssaOi 
Mac e don ia y Bulparla 


for Gradate ssafum. Stopfol 
NATIONWETE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

MfrsaB v Preston (7.45) 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Gataahaad v Statybrtdge (7^5) — 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE SECOMJ DIVISION 
Livingston y Queen ot South (7.30) — 
UNSOfO LEAGUE Ptera-rDhialBn: Bdhop 
Auckland u Spemymoor. FM DMalon: \ww- 
by u Stodstnfoe FS UMMte Rist OMsfon C141 
aanMIral aacood lag: Bradtod RA v totffctd 
DB MARTENS LEAOU&IMtendOlnaiatcRC 

vn nw c h « Hrahkv ifttr. waadi v Utan 
QaenSoutMmDMaforeDantordyFaeMm; 
Havam v Margate 

WM5TOM£AD KENT LEAGUE RrW DMsfoft 

Sheffey Led v iwaatoate 

UNLST SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FMtW- 

vlsleiu VHck v Radiant 

uhlsport united counties league 
Premier DMstoiE Soartcrd v Eynastwy 
BCH E W HX DIRECT LEAGUE Planter Obi. 
MncBams[tedey1brtlngiQn;1arionv Caine 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE FM DMakW 
ftooramavtotton 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pm 
■lor DMatan: Denaby 1 Annnorpa VtaOarK 
9dUl 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rrta W- 
iMok Itetogden v ntegrevK nesar CdUbs 
vYformgQn 


eld (M: Scartsoreute v Dntaa 
' Bcuntwrp® PBLE a ague Cup 
: VH o Jnm « Derby (TP) 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION M Dl- 
vfolon: Luton v Totfertnm p 0 IxHaJmfCi. 
SouflwTfo4onvRortsmcite(fltawWiwcaFC»; 
SiMKton V Crystal Pabee (761; Wnfotedcn v 
wnfcvd pfl (ar Mfogh unu; 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CW Rftb round 
replay: Bzttun v cnotea 

Rugby League 

FRIENDLY MATCHES: Briny v RAF (73N: 
Cterieford v Oritam (730) 

Rugby Union 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: North Ifldtand9y 
RAF (7301 (Jt MoseteyJ. 

AIDED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: Kna- 
rasWi v Saraxns (7301 
BUSACHAMPlONSWPFlnrir««rurtrtiC*»- 
ve^rUtee^rflfotonpBfaririitorATnil 

Basketball 

8UDWE1SER LEAGUE: Cryoal Patera v Lon- 
don foam an. Groan London Leopards v 
Watard R6«h(Z30fc Manchester Onsv am- 
tayiRn BimdB 17301; Dnby Sham v Thames 
Yaiey Tlgon £BCB 

Speedway 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: KngbLym vfontah 

(748. 

CHALLENGE HATCH: HJ r ShefQNd (730) 

Other sports 

OOLft S u twng rite a Fowe. 

SNOOKER: D aw so n and Ham, tM. - - 
lDcte»ta^KA.CcirtvKJ^ , * rm ** S 


ng ILamtte CUi Londm) 
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Swiss timing preoccupies 


By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 
in Berne 


ENGLAND are in Swit- 
zerland today as part of 


their preparations for a 
World Cup campaign 
which should open in 
&)F conditions in Marseilles in June. 
Yesterday they woke up to a blan- 
ket of stm.-w. 

It maj ha\c turned Beme'sme- 
dicval city cen-re into a living picture 
postcard hut if was not what Glenn 
Hoddic wished to see when he 
pulled back the curtains. 

Ka king lost nine players from his 
squad - and bad another sevun un- 
available when it was picked - this 
was ail the England coach needed. 
w Il was in th . 60s when we sent some- 
one out here a fortnight ago." he 
said, “but you c-jTt control the 
weather." 

The game is not thought to be un- 
der threat (snow is hardly unique 
here) but the pitch is likely to be wet 
if not frozen, not good news for Pre- 
mie rehip managers concerned about 
further injuries or a national coach 
trying to assess players. 

Yet while the match will present 
a rather different challenge to 
Tunisia in 12 weeks' time it should 
be a good lest of temperament and 
technique. The Swiss, in their first 
match under new management, are 
expected to provide lively opposition. 
Despite the injury problems England 
can still field a useful side and Hod- 
dle is likely to uy one or two 
experiments. 

One of these is expected to be the 
forward pairing of Michael Owen 
and Alan Shearer. Another is a first 
start for the 19-year-old West Ham 
defender Rio Ferdinand. A third pos- 
sibility is the use of a back four since 
the Swiss are expected lo-adopt an 
Ajax-style 3-4-3 formation. 

Hpddle's defensive options are 
limited by having only one regular full- 
back, Andy Hinchdiffe, in the squad 
and he must pass a fitness test on his 
sore Achilles. Either Steve McMana- 
man or Paul Merson will play in the 
“hole" behind the strikers, with 
McManaman also a possible wing- 
back. 

" Ideally you experiment within a 
structure but this might be a good 
game to threw people m and see how 
they handle it," Hoddle said. “There 
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Shearer, who w ? u d - .pt 
abomthe Newcastle 1®®“^ 

to dismiss Speculation tj 1 ** ■ 

might be relegated add fL^ j* 
pamerships dick, some to* » 

J^daLMe and Les Ferdinand 

had to do a lot of . 

ed up scoring 50 goals bew* ' 

The Swiss felled to qualify for Iht 
World Cup and. having been unaWe 
to attract either Tbnenham s Chris- 
tian Gross or Dortmund s Oiunar 
Hitzfeld, have appomted G» but 
Gross, of Neuchatel Xamax. as Uicir 
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The England coach, Glenn Hoddle (right), monitors his two teenage charges, Rio Ferdinand (left) and Mkhad Owen, m a. Berne blizzard 


Photograph: Reuters 


new coach- 

This is his first match m charge 
and he is expected to rely on a nu- 
cleus of experience, notably the tal- 
ented playmaker Ciriaco Sforza who 
has inspired Kaiserelauten 10 the top 
of the Bundesliga, and Stephane 
(Tfatpnka^ whose goal put Dortmund 
infn the European Cup semi-finals 
last week. 

TWo Premiership defenders. 
Stdphane Henchoz and Ramon 
Vega, are expected to feature while 
Patrick Muller, an attacking mid- f 
fielder and a transfer target for Mi- 
lan, is being lined up for a debut. 
Marco Grassi, who hit the bar dur- 
ing the 1-1 draw with England in 
Euro V6 t will lead the attack if the 
prolific KubHay Turkyilmaz fails a 
Late fitness test 

Having lost their last match at 
home to Chile England would like 
to avoid defeat but Hoddle accurately 
regards the performance as more im- 
portant than the result. “The Chile 
- match may prove to be a blessing in 
disguise 85 it has dampened down 
some of the euphoria. I want to be 
positive but realistic. Some people 
had begun to think we only bad to 
pull our shirts on to lift the World 
Cup. It is the performance which is 
most important but if we perform wc 
will win. Ifwe don’t, Switzerland are T') 
strong enough to spring a surprise.” 

n w » — 



Us 


are not many opportunities left for 
players to take their chance so my 
message for those playing tomorrow 
is to take this one. Every player in 
the squad has a chance: there are 
only about 12 to 13 certainties. 

“I have a 22 at the bade of my 


mind but it is not cast in stone. So 
many players could be injured and 
I don't want to disappoint myself. I 
would like to play my first-choice XI 
soon but that depends on injuries.” 
Owen, naturally, is the centre of 
attention, with his picture appearing 


in many of the local papers. Hoddle, 
understandably, said he was “still on 
trial” fora World Cup place; and was 
not yet among the dozen or so cer- 
tainties for France. 

“He will be ready in two or three 
years, I know that about him and Rio. 


What I need to find out is wSI they 
be ready in two or three month* 
Michael has a lot to learn, he needs 
tone to develop. He has played alot 
of football and I need to seehow sharp 
he is at fee end of the season. Hecouki 
be a very, very good as a substitute.** 


Shearer, as ever, was not prepared 
to express a preference as to his strik- 
ing partner but he said of a link-up 
wife Owen: “I don’t think we would 
let anybody down. He’s an interest- 
ing player who's got pace, takes 
everything in bis stride and certain- 


SWT1ZERLAND (probabla}: CoimUnbouof 
(NeuchAM Xamax}; Uaga (Ttttonham Hotapurt 
TMdn (VtB StuttgRrn Hooctioz (Btad<txxn nswerB): 
Itogri (GfasoTioppar Zurich). Wtaky (Wtoder Bm- 
man) Staa (Kumlnaer^ Mdtar (Servotta Gato- 
va); Sara (Sarvette Genew), TOrkyAmz 
(GiBBshopperZixidii) cr Grassi (AS CarraotCtw- 
puiaatt (Borussla Dortiiwid}. 
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Elliott’s 
song for 
France 


Football 


By Phil Shaw 

MATT ELLIOTT will simulta- 
neously start bis first game for 
and in Scotland tonight, more 
confident of taming Denmark’s 
fabled Laudrup brothers %i of 
mastering tbe words to his adopt- 
ed country's pre-match anthem. 

The London-born centre- 
back, who qualifies for Craig 
Brown's side by virtue of a de- 


iHOthpr a not played so ranch as a pre-sea- 

Oflg son friendly north of the wail. 
Bin after coming on fafp in Scot- 
Land's last match, November’s 
... 2-1 defeat in France, Elliott wfll 

f "4 partner Colin Hendry at Ibrox. 
'* , | If appearances count for any- 

ivfc - thing, the twin peaks of Leices- 
ter and Blackburn will present 
a harrier. Elliott 

favours the dose-cropped look 
that once went with a crombie 
coat and bower boots. Hendry, 
who assumes the captaincy in the 
absence of Gary McAIBster, has 
the flapping, flaxen mane of a 
latter-day Viking. 

The Scotland manager has 
■ . been impressed by the speed with 

. which the 29-year-old Elliott 
has adapted to tbe rigours of tbe 
A •, . lfB Premiership. “Matt’s far better 
with his feet than you’d imagine 
. for such a huge guy/ Brown said. 

' “Denmark tend not to play the 
ball in the air, but deliver It into 
■ the box on the deck. But I’ve no 
* •. qualms about him. He’s brilliant 
• -■!. k;,. at both ends of the pitch, espe- 

cially at set-pieces.” 

The fact that Hendry and E3- 

0 1iott have never played togeth- 
er leaves Brown open to 
criticism. Some will argue that, 
with 11 weeks to go before Scot- 
land open the World Cup finals 
against Brazil, he Is leaving It 

" • •v late to experiment. 

i.|ufhnu*c There are, however, a further 

*> * . i n. rvmf three wann-up fixtures in winch 


deep end. Barely 15 months af- 
ter leaving Oxford, he will be 
facing not only Brian Laudrup, 
on the stage he knows intimately 
from his time with Rangers, but 
also big brother MichaeL 

Yet be seemed more per- 
turbed by the prospect of being 
seen to struggle with the lyric of 
“Flower of Scotland”, rather as 
John Redwood was with the 
With, anthem, and promised to 
“brush up on if. 

Hendry, meanwhile, would 

appear to have the opportuni- 


for France 98, although Brown 
said ft did not necessarily follow 
that he would retain the arm- 
band. John Collins, one of six 
players forced to drop out of the 


The withdrawal of Collins, 
Craig Burley and Raul Lambert 
gives Brown no option other 
than to revamp his midfield. 
Stuart McCall is set to resume 
in the anchor role, with Billy 
McKMay and Sr-nt fi ftwimin hw . 
couraged to posh on more. 

In attack, Darren Jackson is 
a definite starter, jnst six months 
after btain surgery. Goalkeeping 
rivals Jrm Leighton and Andy 
Goram will each play a halt 
Denmark, currently third in. 
Fifa’s world rankings, are miss- 
ing only the incapacitated Peter 
Schmeichel and have lost only 

nncft Aim Rolnh ansarm ha rann* 
coach after Ewv96. Brown, hav- 
ing ^ watched their root of Croa- 
tia on video, described Michael 
Landrup’s goal as among the 
best be had ever seen. 

Johansson said he expected 



Young 
Dane a 
class 
apart 

By Simon Buckland 


JOrgen Klinsmann, the German captain, leads his team-mates in training for tonight's friendly against Brazil in Stuttgart 


Photograph: Reuters 


Ugly sisters can spoij Jamaica’s ball 


" "* r f7iS 3 to irotK>WTwoblems, as wdTas - Scotland. 

_^he training camp m the Unit- 

ed States in May. Moreover, 

Elliott has the advantage of his 
operating a three-man de- 
,.i , u i.. a ^ iSriiceanrilartotheScot^^^ oundbyiiL. 
, Elliott, who admitted feeling 

../^he has u a lot to prove to a lot {KMaantauM 
’* '.*• -of people", is going in at the ^{gnSio! 


mg only the incapacitated Peter By Guy Hodgson 

Schmeichel and have lost only - 

once since Bo Johanaan became Perhaps Rene Simoes could 
coach after £aro 96. Brcwra, hav- have chosen a more tactful 
mg watched their rout of Croa- comparison when he spoke of 
tia on video, described Michael Jamaica's going to the World 
Landrup’s goal as among the Cup finals this summer as a 
best be had ever seen. “Cinderella Dream”. As anyone 

Johansson said he expected connected with Wales might 
great things of the younger matter: “Even the Ugly Sisters 
Laudrup now that the “stress” got to the ball”, 
of his. proposed transfer to Never mind England’s 30 
Chelsea had been lifted He also years of hurt,Whles have been 
sensed a “real find” m . Celtic's smarting since 19581 World 
Morten Wieghorst, who owes Cups, European Champi- 
his career in Scotland to having onships they come and go with- 
impressed Dundee when play- emt the principality getting to go 
Ing for lyngby at ifttpac. ...to foe pat^WfV^j^r^ryears;. 


campaign is on their personal 
horizon and, as usual they have 
got the nasty end of a bad draw, 
a group that includes Italy Den- 
mark and Switzerland 

It pays to be hopeful to 
manage the Welsh and no one 
could fault Bobby Gould on that 
score. He spent last night in 
Cumbernauld, watching his B 
team play Scotland - although 
some of bis attention was like- 
ly- to have dwelt on his son, 
Jonathan, in the opposition 
goal- but he left a sea of op- 
timism behind him. 

“This side has some fine 


fad that it will be an unfamil- 
iar side that will take the field 
mainly because injuries have de- 
prived him of Ryan Giggs. Mark 
Hughes, Dean Saunders and 
Nathan Blake. But the manag- 
er's brio suggests that will pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
someone else and attention 
will fan on Norwich City’s 18- 
y ear-old striker Craig Bellamy, 
who will become the third 
youngest Welsh full interna- 
tional after Giggs and John 
Charles if he plays. 

“What’s pleasing is that he 
has been produced through 


Rangers at Loftus Road on 
Sunday and was impressed with 
their enthusiasm and technique, 
and that was just their crowd 
“I wish I could take their sup- 
port with me everywhere," he 
said “They were fantastic and 
anybody going to Ninian Park 
is in for some night The noise 
their fans made was amazing. 
It’s going to be a cracking at- 
mosphere.” 

Welsh supporters will be 
outnumbered at least two to one 
as (he Football Association of 
Wales estimates as many as 
10,000 Jamaican fans from aO 


May (HariaMTil GamnH 
Famsq, McCafl (nangnml 
r. Jackson {Cefficg, Jmw (Ab- 


DEMUAHK (posafcto 3-4-1 -2): Krogh 

HBinOi (BfiyBT LANBnCUSBfl). jUu* 

moo), Nl ol aa n (Tottenham^ Sefafriantoarn 
(Kateorsbutwrii Wi»ghor»l (Cettfc); II Lmj- 
drap Wax}; B LaurtT*! (Hangara), McMritar 


; to tile pajj^j^pei^jE^r^ye^xs,. ; youpgpfegtfts jp.it,” Jphn Hall- .. jair. cesrayouth system,” Gould over Britain willbe in the seU- 
jt mn4 a9j*2tb.cap.?»iia^^ -«ut-14v600 mwd^fatdrwiU be 

- fon^Ei^‘’Siai^rad I cansfebTa ”'liSs > n ur(der-lSs and dnder-21s. in contrast td ; foS dear empty. 
’ . ■ So as Jamaica, under the good future. We have to goout He’s going to be one for the fu- Cardiff Arms Park of Okies' re- 


■ So as Jamaica, under the 
guidance of tbe Brazilian 
Simoes, use tonight’s friendly at 
Cardiff City’s Ninian Park to 
prepare for fiance 98, \%Ies are 
looking for yet another dawn. 
The European Championship 


Seaman blow for Arsenal 



B y Catherine Riley 

i ARSENALS Double hopes 

• have been bit by the news that 

Se aman andlan Wright 
' - are set to miss another three 
' itf games, despite hopes of their 
” j|mminent return to action. 

• After an impressive perfor- 

■r..n mance for the Arsenal reserves 

!. \ against Ptstsmoiith at foeweek- 

end Seaman has had a setback 
, v ;:l;. on the fihgez irgmy that has kept 
• . :• • him out since January, and has 

been unable to train. 

Wight :is stiD struggling with 
... groin-proMem and it looks 

i 4 ' likely Jhe pair wjll miss Satur- 
, L 1 day’s Premiership match with 
h.'’*’ 1 Sheffield Wednesday and next 
. . ' Tuesday’syifflt ioBohou, as weD 

” as the Bk Cup semi-final against 
. . Wolves, on 5 ApriL 


Sporting Digest 


Ameritan football 

The NFL havB returned professional 
American fbottnl to Ctevetand, wt*#i 
lost its orUiaifkJb to Baltimore three 
years aaxThSTiame of lha expansion 

dub v«becatetf1ha Brown* aHhcugh 

tbe fea poe have yet to decide on own- 

erdilp d the team. 


However, despite pulling 
out of the England squad to face 
Switzerland tonight, Tbny 
Adams and Ray Parlour should 
be fit to face Wednesday. 

Arsenal’s title rivals, Man- 
chester United have beaten 
Spurs to the signature of York 
teenager Jonathan Greening, af- 
ter be impressed in trials in No- 
vember. And in a remarkably 
charitable gesture, United are to 
help out their struggling neigh- 
bours, Manchester City, by let- 
ting them have defender John 
Curtis, who played for England 
Under-21s last night, on loan for 
the rest of the season. 

LarS Bohinen, the Blackburn 
midfielder,- is to meet Jim 
Smith, the Derby manager, 
about a move to Pride Park in 

a deal worth around £1 .2m. The 


Norwegian has fallen out of 
favourwithth&Roversmanag- 
er, Roy Hodgson, and has made 
just six Premiership starts this 
season- Blackburn paid Not- 
tingham Forest £700,000 for him 
two seasons ago. 

Leyton Orient have been 
fined by the Rotball Association 
for fielding three ineligible play- 
ers in league matAes. The Third 
Division side fielded Maik War- 
ren, Simon Clark and Stuart 
Hicks in a number of mid-sea- 
son matches, even though they 
were suspended. 

Orient, who blamed admin- 
istrative errors for the offence, 
were fined £20,000 -£U500 sus- 
pended mitfl 15)99 -andivere re- 
ported ^to the Football League, 
who could also deduct ’points 
when they consider the case. 


Baskettall S&ZS&S^'SSr****' 

SS.WS.'SSEffi^tSS Cricket 

. l ?.5?w^^k^!!af ;MIW> * t,lo83: ^ 'Sussex are to move from the County 
wuwriMmc***™®. GmmdhHoi/ft their home fflica 1872 

Boxing The canty have Joined forces with 

international boxing FEDERATION Brighton & Hove AtoJon Focttafl Cfc±> 
ughtahddleweiqht CHAMPIONSHIP ftthe questtoamuW-pcjposesports 


Boxing The county have Wned 

INTERNATIONAL BOXING FEDERATION BrighkXl &lHwre ABto F 
to decide on own- Jjt^fjiioDDLEWQQHT championship quest tor amultj-pu 

W* SN OW REPO RTS 


and be positive. Whies have 
messed around top mggfower 
the years. Now is the^jsfre to 
start getting it right. 1 *' •• 

A fresh start, is also Gould’s 
message and to emphasise the 

McMenemy*s 
target area 

THE new Northern Ireland 
manager, Lawrie McMenemy, 
has quickly identified his side's 
biggest problem - scoring goals. 

“The higher up you go, the 
harder it is to score goals," 
McMenemy said before tonight's 
game with Slovakia in Belfast 
“You can’t expect lads perform- 
ing in tbe First and Second Di- 
visions to go and play inter- 
national, football and suddenly 
start hitting the back of the net.” 
McMenemy wffl probably opt 
for Queen's Park-Rangers’ Iain 
Dowie and West Bromwich’s 
James Quinn up front, although 
St Johnstone’s George O’Boyle 
could come on at some stage. 

NORTHERN IRELAND (pasatofert: FattiK 
Pattaoon/WKlay, A hktfias, HL Inriout M 
Hugha a; Lrmsa, Lamon, Qfcgp ia. Onm 


. stadun inthBcwnty RofahMariarwl 
stay on as chairman of Sussex tor an- 
other year on a shared power basis 
with the refred Marks and Spencer d- 
rector Don TTangmar. 

The farmer New Zealand captain, Lae 


ture, and, surprisingly with the 
reputation he’s acquired, he's 
.come across as very shy. in 
training with us.“ 

Gould watched the Ja- 
maicans beat Queen's Park 


Cardiff Arms Park of Whies’ re-' 
cent matches. 

There will be congestion in 
the city, too, as many of 
Cardiff’s night-dubs have been 
booked for reggae parties after 
tbe game. “Jamaicans love a 


good time." a spokesman for the Five minutes later, Gronk- 

Jamaican Trade Commission jaer got the better of Louis 
said “It should be an all-night Carey on tbe left to fire on an- 
party the city will never forget, glcd drive that Scrimgour could 
Marry of our fans have never only push as far as Madsen, who 
seen a football matcb before but netted with case, 
they'll be there to welcome the The Danes could have 
players, and celebrate the first moved further ahead before the 
time we have qualified for the break when Scrimgour fiira- 
finals of the World Cup.” bled a Lars Jacobsen cross into 

The Jamaicans may not be the path of Madsen but this time 
familiar to their own support- he volleyed wide of an open goal ' 
ers but many of them will ring from the edge of the area, 
a bell with the Wfelsh contingent After the break Denmark 

scattered among the steel continued to press. Jensen fir- • 
bands. Wimbledon's Robbie ing a free-kii± narrowly wide 
Earle, who headed tbe winner after 48 minutes. 
at QPJL is likely to start while . ^Qavm Stracftan, wgtcfiH^r 
other Eo^sfaNtasedplayexs in^-Aja^heiitert^ 
elude Marcus Gayle (Wimble- aged a goal on Bis'dcbufafttfr, 
don), Frank Sinclair (Chelsea), 75 minutes when his 
Daryil Powell and Deon Burton header from Stuart Campbell's 
(Derby), and Paul Hull and precise cross was dawed away* 
Fitroy Simpson Portsmouth), well by Jimmy Nielsen. 

If only their families had That looked as though it-' 
originated from Tiger instead of would be Scotland’s first and last . 
Montego Bay. effort at goal but the Ranges*' 


Scotland Undcr-2! I 

Denmark Under-2i 2 

SCOTLAND'S young guns 
found themselves outshone by 
the Ajax-bound Jesper Gronk- 
jocr. who scored and made an- 
other for PiMer Madsen in an 
opening spell in which the 
Danes capitalised on uncertain 
defending at Stirling yesterday. 

The 20-year-old forward, 
who has signed u pre-contract 
deal to leave Aalborg for the 
Dutch club this summer, was a 
class opart at Forthbank. 

For the home couch. Tummy 
Craig, the defeat hardly bodes 
well for the European Cham- 
pionship qualifiers at under-21 
level later this year. However, 
he will have been encouraged ' 
by an improved second-half 
display which culminated in 
the substitute Barry Ferguson's 
S6th-minutc free-kick to halve 
the deficit. 

After nine minutes. Gronk- 
jaer's low crass shot was pushed 
away by the goalkeeper Derek 
Scrimgour, Clement Cliford 
was first to the rebound hut 
Gary Nuysmith blocked hLs cf-- 
fort. But after 18 minutes Den- 
mark translated their pressure 
into a goal for Gronkjaer, who 
cleverly turned Mikkel Jensen's 
cross past Scrimgour. 

Five minutes later, Gronk- 
jacr got the better of Louis 
Carey on the left to fire an an- 
gled drive that Scrimgour could 
only push as far as Madsen, who 
□cued with case. 

The Danes could have 
moved further ahead before the 
break when Scrimgour fum- 
bled a La re Jacobsen cross into 
the path of Madsen but this time 
be volleyed wide of an open goal ' 
from the edge of the area. 

After the break Denmark 
continued to press. Jensen fir- • 
ing a free-kick narrowly wide 
after 48 minutes. 

. .GavinSfrachan, w^icfiedf^ 


Plum spot for Duff Klinsmann to 

DAMIEN DUFF makes his ea- mouth he was very disappoint- tackle Brazil 
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Ing Cantertxxy to the Shel Trophy 
a^inst Northam Districts. 

Football 

The Warn Ham Ltetted goaoeaper 
Bonaid Lama has been catod inlolhe 

French squad for a Wendy against 
Russia in Moscow toright 
Bolton have signed the 25-year-oW 

Swiss stracer Gaetano Oaftartta from 

Mantes until the erd ofthe seasoa 

Ncto County have signed ttoOkfam 
iridflekter Andrew Hughes for 
£150000. 

Swtidcnksfalcer Steve Fmeyhes been 
CTantedatransfei; whaethegoakseper 
Rraser Ogtoy haBujeeteda near three- 
year cortract offer by the cdub 
Nottinghsm (forest wl sigi the Welsh 

international central defender Christ- 
ian Edwards for £175000 front 
Swansea today. 

Norway haw cafed up tee Southarp- 
ton oantretock Ctaio Lundekvam for 


DAMIEN DUFF makes his ea- 
gerly awaited international de- 
but tonight in one of European 
football’s remotest spots when 
the Czech Republic play bost to 
the Republic of Ireland in Olo- 
mouc. And Mick McCarthy, 
the Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, could not be more pleased. 

It was only a matter of time 
before Duff, the 19-year-old 
Blackburn Rovers winger, wore 
the senior green shirt. The 
Dubliner was tbe outstanding 
figure in the youth team's third- 
place finish in the World Under- 
18 championship last summer. 

“We can all tell Damien's got 
the tot,” McCarthy said. “He’s 
got great first touch, pace, con- 
trol and finishing ability. But 
when he made his first appear- 
ance for the Irish B side last 


Wust Coififogt LifgmFIfil DtulBion: Uttifi 
F^^SKJdSOiOwiTKlinteXMMUFNaBdca-EH- 


FlndSKklaSpxMlfaNraUM^narivn- 
*Non:P!w*)n2S£to2. Soamd Es.WoreBam* 
(0)fOflMfWt«mO;E*#fti(dClyOSsXfSUUId2; 
Burtw 3 BhMbiy l H*d DhMn htoKas- 
MNWO Awn (nMMH Od iAWw Hat 
DhMore BrifFnon 0 Mhol S; Oxlord Uld 0 fci- 
awfelit Mndtp KhQstcrtani BrarnlonlQ 
SUSPSIBONS; SwfenacU; FA toflw Pre. 
nowshte D BMykmp (AnenaQ ttaw ameft- 

ettrmft MetL Rva OMtalME 1 3dmac {Dartsy 
Coiaxy) anmimacti ran 29 Mtarcft; T Snrtno- 
i«ms mrnimm UnOed) one msmh tmm SB 
Umdii S Moswfe (Men cm mmsh Bom 

£ 8 Mvcfi:NBWa(Bcnon)cHaiaMcft&w >28 

Ogreh; B £Xw {Crytu FWko) on match ham 

TBItecIL B^KauOons: C Tiar (Ewnai)MD 
cnsfcAca bom 3S Uuvtr. D Ttaipsajn (Umr- 
:«p!r rwo maters ton 2B ManST RbiMDb 

nwcteJ*rm 28 llBCfi. tte- 

■pwMWI Lagoa DhWon Ow 

oft A Rae (Bmbartaul) gnp miifflt 

■■■Wi; G Ban® firarraia Fbnrf oob 
match tmm SB Man*. FNo ewgaiw L ifcgh- 
a* (Mhst Band am omeh tom ZB Utrctr, J 
VtaESericIVVkaBrcri^anaiiBcfiAanZBJMNCfi; 
M UckrkMh Pkxdmro aw nM tmm SB 
UantK P Swwan rSTcto Cfty) ono match tmm 
1 w. v BortnUt (ShMHd UrtM) am 
meahotiai2BUatcltJ Lartei (Reateg) one 
wetah tom SB Uorvtr, U Themes Mdta- 
invgM ommtA ftom20 Mmctr, Brennan 
(Uanehaaur Oy) one non bom 28 March. 
B&* cauSont: U Down (ttnctnav CBy) tao 
nrnschee bom 2B March 


month he was very disappoint- 
ed with his performance and he 
thought it was a lot to do with 
all the expectations. Let's just 
give him some space and see 
how he plays.” 

McCarthy has picked one of 
the Republic's youngest teams. 
The Leeds defender Alan Mav- 
bury, also 19, and Charlton 
midfielder Mark Kinsella, 25, 
also make their senior debuts. 
Everton's Gareth Fanelly gets 
only his fourth cap at 22. “I have 
never been afraid (o give you ng- 
st ere a chance and this new crop 
have already impressed me a 
great deal in training.'' Mc- 
Carthy said. 

REPUBLIC OF HELAND: Ghwn {Now- 
casfl^ MaytuMy (Lmdsl Kcona (Btod*un)i 
B r an (Covwitry), Cumungfnm (WmMo- 
don, capC (Onafta (Chwtorl Ccralay (Dor- 
bA FarraBy (Evertonl G KaDy (Leeds). 
Conno8y (Feyonoort), Dufl (Bactoum) 


bt R Watidna (Booe-VtefU & 0 Bumdda 
Hkneer HouQ (+q 483; Q ftuter S K Ksfiml 
KW FNd Manor) I+g H W Dicta (FlwLafcK) 
4 A Radloid (RncfieaBf & Cobham PsriO W 1 
hcen K Menwi (SurtigteM a C taaniMO 

iUJkY^MnhtPrkWmtininlMeiFkuirflc. 




VWVta Lanark) X G Scmflald (ptoneagbs rt>- 
tsb r+g5W: n cnepran finpan feu) A 
KVW SJnota PWd (+1) hlT Duck a N Son 
{NorthttU County) 2&1; M Paknor cm ftdol 
i G WfefrnOy (Uranfl (+a bt □ ThuooeU INa« 
S A m (Sard IteflnBH+l) 2 hoias; P WwS 
TQaWw(Unfcrt(+i)btS Geary SSSsier 
(IWdeift^ (*Z) SM; w Stephero (Wtoe- 


THE German manager, Berti 
Vogts, refused to reveal yester- 
day whether Jurgen Klinsmann 
would start today's friendly 
against Brazil in Stuttgart. 

Vogts, who has three strik- 
ers at his disposal in Klinsmann, 
Oliver Bicrhoff and Ulf Kirsten, 
declined to name the two who 
would start, but said: “All three 
will come on.” 

Germany haw played Brazil, 
the World Cup holders. 15 
times, winning three matches, 
drawing four and losing eight. 
The two teams have never met 
at the World Cup. 

GERMANY (probable]. A Koepke. O Then, 
J Kohler. T HdrartC Wtoem* J Heinrich. D 
Hamm. J htowotny. C Ztoge. A Moaner, j 
Ktesmam/U Kiratea'O BtetwH 
BRAZIL (probable): Tattarel Junior Baiana 
Aktec Cah* Hobeno Catos. Cesar Sanpaia 
Duiga. Denison. Rat RonakJa Romana 


F^ecock ft B Key (Grans Dyke) (So] HA Cock- 
ayne & E Gave s (ttkvtwrthj [+21 3&Z. P «- 
atnsar (Tine Rveis) & S Dpurton pselll (+3 
bt D Cooper (Buctmood) S R BaraS (European 
To*) (+2J 1 hota: P 9nipoon fw Bsrkshrn) & 
D Cra»«.fe (Chppng Ncnon] |+g u K Mccbnald 
a C Can (eoexfirood) i no». w Bemun 


75 minutes when his 
header from Stuart Campbell’s;, 
precise cross was dawed awayir 
well by Jimmy Nielsen. 

That looked as though it-' 
would be Scotland’s first and last . 
effort at goal but the Ranger- 
in id fielder Ferguson stroked &r ; 
a 20-yard free-kick for a happidr 
conclusion to a disappointing : 
afternoon. 

Scotland Undar-21: Scrimgour. McEwan, ; 
NaysmWi. IteCJustoy (Hum. 68). Cere* 
Brebnor (Andareoa 571 Campbei (Fergu--- 
soa 77). strachan, McCulocli. Graham '■ 
gad* 571 Easton Subafflutaa not usad: .. 
rtoboftsorv F l fll 

Danmartc Undor-21: Meten; Jacobson. 
Lauraan. Baekim, Jepsun. Madsen Jensen, 
(laktenan 77) Grankjaat, Roel-Lsrssn . 


laUnsh 
-fofOteVl 
rae <Sy Ct.. 

(+2) bt P Mcrlay (Raadno) 8 B RsU (Tfee Wb- 
My)(+a 3&2; U Kfeq & J Pun (SunMigda)i4 
(+flbrR'toa3al(Shaeme3^4SKeBS ‘ 
Herts) l+fl GS5. P Lane 


Cfiferd (Smith. SubaUtutmi nol usad; 
Orogh Thonjp. Hytdgaaid. 

Referao: Bagmann (lesbnd). 

• The Wesl Ham striker Lee .. 
Bqylan was knocked uncon- ■ 
scious following a collision with ' 
the Czech Republic Under-21 
goalkeeper Jindrich Skate l 20 
minutes into his Republic of Ire- 
land Under-21 debui in. 
Dmovice. Boylau was treated 
for more than two minutes on 
the pitch before he could be 
moved. X-rays later revealed he • 
had not fractured a cheek bone "■ 
as feared, but bruising to the - 
side of his face. The Irish lost 
the match 3-0. 


Snooker - n 

BENSON AND HEDGES IRISH MASTERS ' 
{Gotta. County KHdam) Rtoj rouneb F OBnon 1 
(W) bl P Ebdon (Enpl 6-2 : v 

Tennis 

UPTON CHAUPtOMSHIPS OCw Btocoyno. Ffeit ■ 




Graw 
btARoban- 


It OtoctexxQ ono m 

DQrDOKa (anBTXBD 




son (SwirsrejSaM SWF 
(+2) 1 hdefRTiMCrih 


SWISS 

os (RensUd) (+2) M G Starry (Uadi Lomond) 


SUNNINGDALE FOURSOMES Riot round 
tfibraeteOJ-CWCoura: 
- Uortwifn^ ' ”■“** 


The Manchester City winger Nefl 
Heaney hes joined Chariton on loan 
untl the and of the season. 


It; Snead 

6 8 0 «r^ 

WbcOrtian (EM BartattM (So) biG Evans & 
R Unn«2li (Eaflnfl) (Sen 3&1 : L Farmer S K 
Uim (Moor mq ;0) bt G rterb (Bwi Ftekl & 
+1J.SW, F 


becumtag the ftw ptegr tor several 





■ aibto fl/mln ar all rimes. Hd)Jne 0990 B3 345 


ti,;,.rfrrr = 



or Rego) A L Uttsoarg (Cneml HI bt P 
a F HcUgmn (Sand P^joi) (* 31 1 »«*« N .—no 
(Horeham) & W Grant (PacHWem) l+a bl S 
ngbens & CCoombas (Banjoul) 1+111 nole; 
I Bensoi (Saddles) A H Edwads fftartenoulhl 
(+2) bt J Brant (Tha Bsrtohrel & K Bom (Eos 
Boriatm) (+1) 3&2: J Sn*n (Ewne 4 D Bts- 
ai (Adrtnaoo Pataca) (oo) bt P Thomas into 
TbomasiS N Seaton (Normqp Coaxry Part) 
i+tl 5&4. 0 Ltadsay (Luflne83 New) & B Pm 
iWfctnan) faCi) blRDthg&LBond (EtRBnBJ 
(+3 34l:C Harman &B Smti lTTw»t*or Boti 
1+11 bt J Farmer (Drunota) & J Fannaf {St An- 
drawl i-Q 1 hota; U Alan (Eaton) S DOUn- 
(Hmerfe) (+1) bt J Forbtw (Brwtf Hfc) S 
M rsigas (Swda) w 3S1;D Caosuv (CouSdan 
Manor) & J EtManta |KnM Parti I+D bt R 
Hunw & G La&Mofd (Mataenl (- 1 ) SU, S An- 
drew & L Slattery (tASwrwl (+1) MJ RflOm- 
son {TlMtota] & R (MnchestH (Euapton low) 
3&2. J HamSlrn S M Payne (Bnt*cndoo 
Grange) f+n bl A Panridgo & N Unit llfcxr 
HU) (11 2St: S Godfrey a K Godtoy (St En- 
odoc) per)lnAUaf«ail tDtKirtBn) 5 LFans 
(Lambertust) 1+3 2 si: J Soutaby (Oostarw 
Port) & C Dutfy (MatOMiCBdl tfl W W Bta*n 
(Uattj & n ucAb (Tha itorwcfcawe) (-1)584 

Ice hockey 

NHL Chtaagu 5 Debot 5, Cwdra S Ftoicta d 

Rallying 

RAL1Y OF PORTUGAL LMflnppMMons at 
tar20saaaa;i C Mdtee (GO Sibanj tapeia 
atvnraiSfiSsccSFLbo (Bell toyoa Ccn* 
ta 4U3 sks. 3 C Sana IS*) Toyota Dac«a 
+27R4 RBoiW^ USuDBfiQmsma +35D; 
SAVMaKn(F<n)FbtdEacor1+22B6:>PLi- 
ant tW Stcatu hnpresa +2Jsa 

Squash 


9*%?? ff yl A p _ eo Opt M 6-1; G Kuerien (&) tx A MeCMdRf - 

f+3 bt P Mertav fftaMnfl) j B RN d (Tfen Ws (Sp)5-?4^7^SGaiTX^iLl31 tlThbbiaS^ 

AJPuaiSuwingdaiN 74 Fourth round: t Herman (IS) HR 

Korda (Cz Flip] fra G-*; N Ktatw (Q*r) htJEtort-' . 
man (Sm^7-B7-6. T &ayMjS +el t» KKicfa 

HASSAN U ATP TOURNAAENT FM mwl 
J Bar (Spl ta M B Asre) IMul 6-1 6-»- Attli 
Paujiflfe (ftl Of ABoetStil (HI 6-3 B-.’VTO 
, -ib^Smi+h Smofl IHa l“ R SctuWta IO«1 M ARmS 

BafMm) (+D3£2:JSn*n(Eimfl S DBw- ^ (H) « « amor u 

Pataco) tao) bt P Thomas lUSo SB 

Season {Nonncp Conry Part) Mf 

TODAYS I 

NUMBER i 
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The number of years for i •• 
which 11 Bristol City fans r ? 
have been bamed by Bris- ' ^ 
td Ciown Ctx^from every •• 
focfoalgrourdritheworicl ‘ ^ 
They were arrested Id- ■" } 
lowing a brawl with Bristol • 4 
Rovers fans on the piteh at . j 

Ashton Gate after Rovers l jf 
had scored alate .aquafis- ; 2 
er in December "096. | 
Rwers pbyers were dso d- • f 
tacked as they left the fieteL ^ 
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Merson sells Boro to Gascoigne 


f.**. 


By Alan Nixon 

PAUL GASCOIGNE returned 
to English football yesterday in 
a £3m, three- an d-a-half year 
deal with Middlesbrough that 
owed much to the persuasive 
powers of Paul Merson. 

The transfer has yet to pass 
the hurdle of a medical, which 
could prove tricky as Gascoigne 
has a calf strain, a troublesome 
hamstring and a possible hernia 


problem. Should all go well, he 
could make his Boro debut in 
Sunday’s Coca-Cola Cup final 
against Chelsea at Wembley. 

The 30-year-old Gascoigne 
was given the hard sell by Mer- 
son, who called the former 
Newcastle and Tottenham mid- 
fielder to tell him how his move 
to the Teesside club from Ar- 
senal had rejuvenated his game 
and lilted him back into the 
England team. 

Gascoigne, who will miss 
out on Rangers' attempt to win 


a 10th successive Scottish Pre- 
mies title, had previously stalled 
on the transfer, feeling he was 
being pushed out by chairman 
David Murray. 

Gascoigne joined Rangers 
from Lazio in June 1995, but 
this season has seen him start 
only 16 gam es and his dwindling 
influence, through injury and 
suspension, may have has per- 
suaded Murray to let him go 
with two years still remaining on 
his contract 

Merson has settled well in 


Gascoigne’s native North-east 
and has provided Boro with 
much needed quality as they 
push for promotion to the Pre- 
miership. He will be ideal com- 
pany for Gascoigne as he 
struggles to make England's 
World Cup squad. His battle 
with drink, drags and gambling 
has won Merson the respect of 
his fellow professionals and 
Gascoigne, who has bad his 
share of personal problems, 
will empathise with him. 

Merson's intervention helped 


Biyan Robson beat off compe- 
tition from Premiership strag- 
glers Crystal Palace. *Tm 
delighted Gazza is j oining us,” 
Robson, the Boro manager, 
said “He’s a great player and our 
fens will be really excited about 
watching him play. 

“Paul should give us that lit- 
tle extra in midfield, which 
should help ns achieve the am- 
bitions we are setting ourselves.” 

Gascoigne will join Boro in 
training today and have his 
medical “in. the next few days”. 


Whether he plays against 
Chelsea, remains to be seen. 
“Tve got to assess Gazza’s fit- 
ness and see what he's done with 

Rangers,” Robson said. 

Gascoigne’s advisor. Met 
Stein, revealed that leaving 
Rangers was one of the tough- 
est decisions his client has had 
to make in his career. 

“He is very, very sad to be 
leaving Rangers. It’s an enor- 
mous wretKfc," Sterns^ 
said to me Tve left dubs before, 

but I’ve never been so sad about 


leaving a dub.’ I don’t think 
there will be a problem with his 
medical. He’s probably a bit 
rusty, probably not quite ma t c h 
fit, although he is available for 
the Coca-Cola Cup finaL" 
“His England ambitions re- 
main as strong as ever, fm not 
saying he wouldn’t have been 
picked for the World Cap if he 
had stayed at Rangers, but 
deafly there is going to be a hell 
of a lot of competitive football 
in the weeks ahead for him.” 
More good news for Boro 




Gascoigne: Cm transfer 

yesterday came from theirltal- 
ian defender Granluca Festa. ! 
Described by Robson as “a . 
model professional”, Festa has 
signed a new five-year contract 
More football, pages 30 
and .31- 


Hussain 
a shining 
light for 
England 
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By Derek Pringle 

in St John’s. Antigua 

England ffl & 275-3 
West Indies 500-7 dec 
Teo 

A FIGHTING hundred from 
Nasser Hussain and a gritty half- 
century by Graham Thorpe 
went a long way towards help- 
ing England save this final Tfesi 
match after heavy showers had 
washed out the morning session 
of play yesterday. 

U was Hussain's sixth Tfcst 
century and his first against the 
West indies. After three frus- 
trating toure here -he broke his 
band in the one here nine years 
ago. and did not get picked for 
the Test matches last time - the 
moment was clearly an emo- 
tional one, and there were feel- 
ings of anger as weH as joy when 
he threaded Carl Hooper back- 
ward of cover for the important 
run. 

Although it was a rearguard 
action, the partnership had 
echoes of the one between 
these two at Edghasion last year. 
On that occasion, Hussain 
scored a double hundred an 
Thorpe a single as Australia 
were put to the sword. Yester- 
day was more subdued, but no 
less worthy of merit, despite it 
being an exercise in damage lim- 
itation rather than a harbinger 
of victoiyi 

Once the rain had been 
mopped up in the quaint labour 


intensive style peculiar to this 
ground, a prompt start was 
made after lunch. With the 
new ball due one over after the 
start, Lara, somewhat surpris- 
ingly, kept faith with his two 
spinners. 

A curious tactic, given that 
both Courtney Walsh and 
Curtly Ambrose had spent the 
morning with their feet up, it 
was not entirely out of charac- 
ter. In feet, throughout this 
whole series Lara has rarefy opt- 
ed for the obvious when more 
obtuse options are available. 

He did not persist with his 
folly for long, however, and four 
overs later the gangling figure 
of Ambrose was bade running 
in to bowl with a shiny red new 
ball in his band. 

Following a loosener, which 
Hussain cut gleefully for four, 
Ambrose, partnered at the 
other end by Franklyn Rose, 
soon wanned to bis task to have 
both batsmen playing and miss- 
ing. This was the first wave Hus- 
sain and Thorpe had to 
withstand if England were to 
have a chance of saving the 
game, a cause helped earlier by 
the rain, which washed out the 
morning’s play. 

They almost did not survive 
it. on outside edge from Thor- 
pe narrowly failing to cany to 
Lara at first slip. But it was not 
all grim survival and there were 
runs too. as Hussain cut Rose 
and Ambrose, the latter high 
over the slips, to the boundary. 

Later, Ambrose had the pair 
ducking as well as he switched 
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England's Nasser Hussain hits out on his way to an Impressive century In the final Test in St John*. Antigua, ye s terd a y 


tactics. With no grass or damp 
to exploit, it was back to the in- 
timidatory tactics of old as a 
variety of rib ticklers and throat 
balls kept the batsmen on their 
toes. 

With an attacking field, and 
a pitch now dose to comatose, 
it also proved costly and' the 
boundary count increased dra- 
matically, as it had when the 
spinners bowled in tandem the 
previous evening. 

West Indies domination has 
bog relied on out-and-out pace 
bowling. But if in the early 
days subtlety and the ability to 
move the ball were in short sup- 
ply, a legacy of canny “know- 


how” grew up with the likes of 
Andy Roberts, Michael Hold- 
ing and Malcolm Marshall once 
their youthful limbs began to 
tire. 

The same thing has hap- 
pened with Ambrose and 
Walsh. Now in their fast bowl- 
ing dotage, the pair have be- 


come persistent line and 
length merchants, swapping 
exploration of the jugular for 
that of the channel of uncer- 
tainty. With over 700 Test vic- 
tims between them, it is a bit 
like Richard Branson down- 
sizing to ran the corner shop, 
except that line and length still 
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pays dividends when pursued 
by giants tike Walsh and 
Ambrose. 

It is a role, that of the two, 
Ambrose has settled into bet- 
ter. Mind you, they can still turn 
up the heat when needed, and 
at least three of Ambrose’s 
spells in Guyana were, accord- 
ing to some of the England bats- 
men who faced them, as fast as 
recent offerings from Allan 
Donald and Wiqar Youths. Not 
bad for a 34-year old, written off 
after the disaster in Pakistan be- 
fore Christmas. 

Hoover, the spicy pilches in 
Trinidad, as well as the big- 
seamed balls used throughout 
the safes, also helped. Am- 
brose, in particular, is now a 
taller, faster version of Richard | 
Hadlee, and he lands the ball on | 
the. seam virtually six out of she. 

When that is the norm 
rather than the exception - 
which it is not always when 


Wtish bowls -only the deadest 
pitches remain unexploited. 
But if the movement offered by 
the two surfaces at the Queen’s 
Paris Oval helped Ambrose’s 
new style. It also renewed his 
confidence. That is a factor 
not to be underestimated, even 
in seemingly unflappable as- 
sassins like Ambrose. 

In the end, the two Tfests 


Photograph; Davkf Ashdown 

pitches in THnidad, so hdpfol to 
Eraser as well, proved something 
of a Trojan horse. While Fras- 
er ran out of petrol, Ambrose 
went from strength to strength. 
As the leading wicket-taker on 
either side, his contribution 
cannot simply be measured in 
victims alone. 

Lara passes his first Test; 
and Henry Bfofefd, page 28 
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A series when wasted chances 
put paid to the highest of hopes 



By He nry B tofald 

A WET morning gave one the 
chance to reflect on a series 
which began at Sabina Park two 
months ago amid such high 
hopes for England. It has been 
a story of bad pitches, wasted 
opportunities, indifferent um- 
piring, and the Joss of two most 


they had to do and too many im- 
portant catches were dropped. 

They should have won the 
second Thst in spite of some 
poor umpiring, but they bawled 
and fielded so badly just when 
it seemed they must win. If Eng- 
land had left Fort of Spain 2-0 
up it would have been the Vfest 
Indies who would have been left 


important tosses which dfetax- ' to play catch-up cricket. 


ACROSS 20 

I Ouilter's works often 

turned down? (10) 

6 Sunday. Day in Gcr- 24 

many for men only (4) 

9 Despondent, having run 25 

out of fuel? (10) 

10 A sovereign in iron is 

counterfeit (4) 26 

12 One from Darwin rat- 27 

rag a cabin, perhaps 

era 

15 The Mil on the way, 
performing this func- 
tion? (5-4) 1 

17 Hearing test (5) 2 

IS Meal has no starter. 3 

here at The Bull (5) 

19 Patience and Anne 4 

crude in exchange (9) 


One can derive no ben- 
efit from such treat- 
ment (5-7) 

Central character of au- 


Backward company, 
mostly in the news’at 
church event (10) 
Limits of ambitions (4) 
Panel-beating family 
providing aid for 
climbers (10) 

DOWN 

Active states in past (4) 
Sprinkle weed (4) 
Bounty from north, 
happily distributed (12) 
Striking effect oF city 
area, almost behind(5) 


5 Did boy see trouble, 
having rebelled? (9) 

7 Long-standing practices 
of Customs, say (10) 

S Environmentalist has- 
tens, seeing these pests 


ed the likely outcome of the 
fourth and sixth Tfcsts. 

In the final analysis, England 
were not good enough to beat 
the West Indies. They had win- 
ning chances in three Tests but 
could only convert one into vic- 
tory. Too often, when it mat- 


They could not have done 
anything about losing the toss 
m Georgetown. The rain on the 
last day in Bridgetown was be- 
yond their control, too, but by 
then the inability tobowiprop- 
erfy at Philo Whflis and Clayton 
Lambert cost them dear and 


one glorious gain from the tour 
and that was the establishment 
of Mark Ramprakash as an 
England player. Thai splendid 
back-foot drive off Nixon 
McLean which took him to his 
century in Bridgetown, enabled 
him to get over the last psy- 
chological hurdle he had to 
jump and is my abiding ment- 
oiy of this series. 

That handled could hardly 
have come at a better time for 
England. Mike Alherton’s po- 
sition must now be in jeopardy 
and Kamprakash has emerged 
at precisely the right moment 
and has become a serious can- 
didate for the job of the next 


11 Two sprinters come to 


tered, England played untidy gave the West Indies an outside ' long-term England captain. 

and t!I_ *4 jwf — * - 1 -*■ ^ 3 ” . 


here? (6,6) 

13 Mav take well over the 
hour (10) 

14 Mark kept informed, 
having the way indicat- 
ed (10) 

16 Not just Celia Hunt 
aiming out? (9) 

21 To stimulate, trick is to 
take osreen (5) 

22 Ruin a trench party (4) 

23 Bill on the bench (4) 


and fll-disciplined cricket and, 
significantly, they did not have 
a Curtly Ambrose or a Court- 
ney Walsh. 

There was not enough at- 
tention to detail. The inconsis- 
tency of Dean Headley and 
Andrew Caddick with the new 
ball was frightening; there were 
times when the side was not fb- 
cused sharply enough on what 


chance. 

The toss was again crucial in 
Antigua where the grounds- 
man had made a bad mistake by 
watering the newly relaid pitch 
the day before the match. Hie 
was afraid it would not hold to- 
gether, bm by cknng this he gave 
the side which bowled first a de- 
cisive advantage. 

_ But for England there was 


- No gut. reaction thoughts 
about this series would be com- 
plete without a rousing cheer for 
the wholehearted and magnif- 
icent efforts of Angus Fraser. 
His 20 wickets in the two Fort 
of Spain Tfests deserved to give 
England a 2-0 lead. Without 
Fraser, England would never 
have had a sniff of one, letalcaifi 
three victories. 


mseosuarpiy enough on what Bnt for England there w as three victories. 
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ORIANA, CONCORDE % 

AND ORIENT-EXPRESS | 

Madeira, Te nerife and Lisbon 28 Apr. - 4 M ay £1 ,999 
Barcelona, St Tropez, Florence, Pisa 10 - 16 M ay £1,999 J 
Amsterdam, Bruges and Brussels 22 - 25 M ay £1,299 Jjj 
Ouise to Tfenerife via Madiera 9- 13 August £ 1 , 69 $ |g 

TOR ONTO WITH NIAGARA, 1 

ROCKIES OR NEW YORK f 

5 nights inTbronto i^uming superstate on Concorde. f| 

Niagara with hefojpiec; cky tour lunchfions and theatre . 3 

Depart on 22 May; 4 July. L 31 Aug or 19 Se pt £1,999 8 

. TfoftHflo&i todafiswi^ 18- 27 Se pt £2,499 jf 

4 nights in New York, Concorde, ary weekend £4999 ’ • J 

MONACO GRAND PRIX I 
OR WORLD CUP FINAL § 

Seat and luncheon at Mirabeau for Monaco Grand PriX M 

with Paris, C oncorde and Eurostar 23 - 24 M av £1,599 9 

Concorde with World Cup Final seat on 12 Jujy £L999 f 

ORIENT-EXPRESS, ROME 1 
TO VENICE VIA FLORENCE f 

Fly to Rome, Venice Sirmfon-Orient-Elxpress to Thosce via •* 
Florence, caty tours and deluxe hotels 2 - 5 May £999 j? 

NEW GRAND PRINCESS 1 
WITH CONCORDE I 

Istanbul, Kusadasi (fin- Ephesus), Piraeus (for Athens) . -ai 
and Venic e. 5 nights on 19 jmre or 6 Aug . £1,999 | 

Venice, Naples, Livorno (for Florence), Monte-Cario and 1 
Barcelona, 7 nights on 24 June or 11 Aug, £2,499 ± 

QE2 WITH CONCORDE I 
AND ORIENT-EXPRESS / i 

Cnrisefrom Tanerife viaMaAeira 16 - 2Q Ju ne £1,699 ^ i 
MMnjghtScm & NOTweaan Fjords 20 -~3lj uly £2,999 1 

New York and Toron to 29 Aug- 10 Sept £3,999 -| 

For our favdutrt, phone 0181-992 4471 \ or write to: f 

S SUPERLAIIVE TRAVEL M f 

43, WoodhuratRond, Loudon, W3 6SS-. ® J 
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